THE DOCTRINE OF IDENTIFICATION
By Rev. Paul R. Shockley, Th.M., M.A. 

 “To be in Christ is to be in the sphere of His own infinite Person, power, and glory.  He surrounds, He protects, He separates from all else, and He indwells the one in Him.  He also supplies in Himself all that a soul will ever need in time or eternity.”

The doctrine of identification is the teaching that believers are identified with Jesus Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and glorification whereby believers died with Christ (Gal. 2:20), were buried with Christ (Rom. 6:4), rose with Christ (Rom. 6:4-5), ascended with Christ, and glorified with Christ (Rom. 8:30; Eph. 2:6). 
This doctrine is only applicable to believers because unbelievers are identified with Adam, thus in sin (Rom. 3:24-25 cf. Rom. 5:12-21 cf. Eph. 2:1-2).  Therefore, through the atonement of Jesus Christ, reconciliation, propitiation, redemption, adoption, and regeneration (and other positional benefits as well) are bestowed to the elect (Eph. 1:4), upon belief in Jesus Christ as personal Savior (Rom. 5:17; John 3:16).  This change of identification from Adam to Christ occurs by means of the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cur. 12:13) whereby He joins those who have accepted Jesus as personal Savior to the body of which Jesus Christ is the living Head so that all that is true of the Head is also true of each member in His Body.
I.  Central Passages for the Doctrine of Identification:

      Prolegomena:

When the Apostle Paul gives attention to the baptism of the Holy Spirit and teaches that all believers were baptized into the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:13, he is asserting that we have been identified with Jesus Christ and a union has been formed with Him (Rom. 6:3-5).  
To whom have we been united?  And how was this made possible?  We have been joined to the 2nd Person of the Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ, whereby at the moment of salvation we were baptized into one body by the One Holy Spirit, who baptized every member of the elect, upon salvation, into Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and glorification.  This is clear in view of other passages such as Galatians 3:27: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ, have put on Christ” [The baptism is not a reference to water baptism in this context but baptism by the Holy Spirit].

When did this take place?  The timing of this union is two-fold in that it is the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit which joins the believer via conversion to the historical event that took place approximately 2,000 years ago with the death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and glorification of Jesus Christ.
  Therefore, upon conversion, the reality of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ that took place historically is applied to the believer upon conversion.
 This is evident in Romans 6:3-5, Colossians 2:11-14, and by association, 1 Cor. 12:13.  In fact, like Dr. Charles C. Ryrie states in his comments on Romans 6:3:  “Baptism with the Holy Spirit joins the believer to Christ, separating him from the old life and associating him with the new.  He is no longer ‘in Adam’ but is ‘in Christ.’”
  Or as Dr. Lewis S. Chafer states, “A “the saved one is in Christ, and the character and power of the daily live that will be experienced when the victorious energy of the indwelling Christ is imparted.”
  Chafer further explains:
Every child of God is vitally united to Christ.  He is placed in Christ by the baptism with the Spirit, which ministry of the Spirit is not only a part of salvation and therefore already accomplished for all who are saved, but it is distinctly said to be a ministry that is wrought for all who believe on Christ [1 Cor. 12:13]….There was a time when the individual was not in Christ, which is the present estate of all who are unsaved.  There follows a time when the individual, being saved, is in Christ.  This great change consists in the fact that he has been placed in that vital organic union with Christ by the baptism with the Spirit.  By the Spirit he has been baptized into the very body of Christ, and this ministry of the Spirit, likewise, unites all who are saved into a unity of their own; for they are ‘made to drink into one Spirit.’ 
There is no other work of God for the individual which seems to accomplish so much as the baptism with the Spirit; for by it the living union with Christ is established forever, and by virtue of that union the believer has entered the sphere of all heavenly positions and all eternal possessions which in grace are provided for him in Christ.  To the Christians, Christ has become, in the divine reckoning, the sphere of his being, and this reckoning contemplates all that the Christian is and that he does.

One of the most important words regarding this identification is found in Romans 6:5:  “For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we will also be united in the likeness of his resurrection.”  We word "united" is from the Greek word, “sumphutos.”  Only used here in the New Testament, the word means “grown together”, thus implying that Jesus Christ and believer is "fused together."  The incredible result is that the believer’s union with Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection is the basis for our future resurrection
Lastly, it is very important to note that the phrase, “in Christ,” and its equivalents, “In Christ Jesus,” “In Him,” “In the Beloved,” “In Christ Jesus,” “Through Him,” and “With Him,” appear in the New Testament no less than 130 times.  Consider the interesting fact that there is no hint of a possible position of this magnitude, this union with 2nd Person of the Trinity, in the Mosaic Law, prophecy, kingdom teachings, prophecy, historical typology, or other teachings of the Old Testament.  Nonetheless, this union with Jesus Christ, Undiminished Deity and Perfect Humanity is historical fact in Pauline Scriptures, foreordained by God in eternity past (Romans 8:30; Ephesians 1:2-23).

The following are central facts of our identification with Jesus by means of the Holy Spirit through the unique ministry of Spirit Baptism.

BAPTIZED INTO THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST:
A.
Galatians 2:20
:
“I am crucified with Christ.”  This means that when Jesus Christ died, I was so identified and united with Him that I died also.  I was crucified with Christ.
B.
Romans 6:3:

 “Or do you not know that all of us [believers] who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?”  Therefore, believers are buried with him by baptism into death.  Just as Christ was raised up from the death by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
C.  Romans 6:8:

“Now if [since] we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”

D.
Colossians 1:21-22: 
 “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, (22) yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-“  

E.
Colossians 3:5: 
 “Mortify [put to death] therefore your members.”  Why?  Because you “have put off the old man, with his deeds; and have put on the new man” (vs. 9).  The putting off is death and the putting on is resurrection.
As Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost states:

“This then is the first great fact:  We were identified with Christ in His death, so that when Christ died, we died.  Now this is not something we can prove, this is not something that, experientially, we can put to a test and demonstrate.  This is a fact of divine revelation that we are called upon to believe.  We were not consciously present.  We have no sensory perception of our death with Christ, but it was nonetheless a real death.  We were baptized by the Spirit into Christ Jesus, and by that act we were baptized into Christ Jesus, as we also were baptized into His death.  Thus the first great work of Christ in which we were identified was His death.”


    Therefore:

1. When an individual, a member of the elect, (who is in Adam) receives the free gift of Salvation by placing his or her trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, he or she is incorporated into, united to Jesus Christ, which includes being united to his death.

2. Being united to Jesus’ Christ’s death means that Jesus’ death becomes our death.

3. Holy Spirit’s ministry of baptism makes this a spiritual reality.

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST’S BURIAL:
  A.
Romans 6:4:

“We are buried with him by baptism into Death.”

B.
Colossians 2:12:
“Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the death.”
As Dr. Pentecost observes:

“Burial removes the deceased one from the sphere in which he was born.  We were born once into this world, over which Satan is prince.  But by burial we are removed from this sphere.  Just as burial is the consequence of death, and Christ’s body was put into the grave because He had died, so we who have died with Christ have been buried with Christ.  We were not conscious of our burial, we had no sense of the tomb closing over us; yet this burial is nonetheless real, a fact to be believed, a truth on which we can reckon.”


           Therefore:
1. If we are united to Jesus Christ by means of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, then his burial becomes our burial.  In other words, burial with Christ is a description of the believer’s participation in Christ’s own burial, a participated that is mediated by the baptizing ministry of the Holy Spirit.  So, it is not that the Christian is in his own grave, but by means of the Holy Spirit, he or she is set alongside Jesus Christ in his.

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST’S RESURRECTION:

A.
Romans 6:5:

“like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death [and the passage states that we assuredly have], we shall be also in that likeness of his resurrection.”

B.
Ephesians 1:19-20:
Paul prays that the believers to whom he wrote might know “what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward us believe.”  What is the measure of the power?  It is the power “which he [God] wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead.”

C.
Ephesians 2:1:

Paul affirms that we too have been raised by God’s power.  How can it be said that we have been raised?  Because we were identified with Christ in His resurrection.  “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins…” 

D.
Ephesians 2:5-6:
“Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
 together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 6 raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...”

E.
Philippians 3:10:
In this passage the apostle Paul expresses the desire of his heart that he might “know him, and the power of his resurrection.”

F.
Colossians 2:12:
“buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”
G.
Colossians 3:1:
“If then you were ﻿ raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, ﻿ where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.”


Therefore:

1. Power brought Jesus Christ to resurrection

2. Power was experienced by the Apostle, a child of God.

3. Power can be experienced by any child of God because believers have been resurrected with Jesus Christ.
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST’S ASCENSION AND GLORIFICATION:

A.
Ephesians 2:6:

God “has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ.”

B.
Romans 8:29-30:
The apostle reminds us that those who have been predestined and called by God that “whom he called, them he also justified; and whom he justified; them he also glorified.”

Therefore:  Apostle Paul declares of his present position before the Father as one who has been identified with Jesus Christ in His ascension and His glorification.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
II. Coherence with other Doctrine:
*  The Atonement is sufficient for all men, but it is efficient only for those who believe, i.e., the elect, resulting in the baptizing ministry of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:3, 11 cf. 1 Corinthians 1 Corinthians 12:13). 

*  The application of the atonement is conditioned by faith alone, believing the Gospel (cf. John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36, 5:24; 11:24-26; 12:44; 20:31; John 20:30-31; Acts 16:31; Rom. 4:18-25; 1 John 5:1-11).  
*  Christ died for all men meaning that there is universal provision for anyone, regardless of gender, race, background, etc.  
*  The identity with Adam does not change for the unbeliever until he or she receives Jesus Christ whereby that identity is changed from Adam to Christ.  
*  Therefore, the atonement makes the identity change possible for anyone, but the benefits of the atonement are not given until (or at the same time) he or she believes in view of the baptism ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby He joins believers unto Christ and to each other.       

*  Other works related to identification by means of the Holy Spirit for the believer include the ministries of regeneration, reconciliation, indwelling, and sealing.  

1. The Atonement is sufficient for all men, but it is efficient only for those who believe, i.e., the elect, resulting in the baptizing ministry of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:3, 11 cf. 1 Corinthians 1 Corinthians 12:13).
A.  Baptism with the Holy Spirit joins the believer to Christ, separates him from the old rule of life, or old self, i.e., what a person is before salvation (old by reason of the presence of the new life in Jesus Christ), and associating him with the new.  Thus, he is no longer “in Adam” but is “in Christ.” See Romans 6:4-5.  Like W. H. Griffith Thomas states:  Christ died to sin once for all, to expiate it, and to destroy it, thereby robbing it of its penal power for the believer.  Thus Sanctification and Justification come from the same source, union with Christ, and, are inseparably connected.  This point is hinted in at Gal. 2:20 and 2 Cor. 5:15, but is here made clear as an essential view of the Apostle’s Christianity.”

2.   The application of the atonement is conditioned by faith alone, believing the Gospel (cf. John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36, 5:24; 11:24-26; 12:44; 20:31; John 20:30-31; Acts 16:31; Rom. 4:18-25; 1 John 5:1-11).  
3. Christ died for all men meaning that there is universal provision for anyone, regardless of gender, race, background, etc.  
A.    The “world”, as John describes it, is “God-hating, Christ-rejecting and Satan-dominated.  Yet that is the world for which Christ died.”  Walter Elwell, “Atonement, Extent of the” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 99-100.
B.    The word “whosoever” is used more than 110 times in N.T. and always with an unrestricted or unqualified meaning (cf. John 3:16; Acts 2:21; 10:43; Rom. 10:13; Rev. 22:17).

C.     The word “all” denotes “everyone.”  Thus, Jesus Christ died for the ungodly.  Everyone is ungodly according to Rom. 5:6.  Christ died for all, suggesting everyone (cf. 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Tim. 2:6; 4:10; Titus 2:11; Heb. 2:9; 2 Pet. 3:9).

D.
Jesus Christ died for the false teachers who were “denying the Master who bought them” according to 2 Peter 2:1. The context claims that these are heretics, doomed to destructed, yet it is said of them, “the Master brought them.”

E.   Jesus Christ died for “sinners” which simply means all of unsaved mankind (1 Tim. 1:15; Rom. 5:6-8).
4. The identity with Adam does not change for the unbeliever until he or she receives Jesus Christ whereby that identity is changed from Adam to Christ:  

A.      According to Romans 5:17-18:  17 “For if by the transgression of one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.”
1.   Note that not all are actually saved but that justification, though offered to all, must be received through faith as declared in the words, “those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign through the One, Jesus Christ.”
5. Therefore, the atonement makes the identity change possible for anyone, but the benefits of the atonement are not given until (or at the same time) he or she believes in view of the baptism ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby He joins believers unto Christ and to each other.
A.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit brings believers into union with other believers in the body of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).

B.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit brings believers into union with Jesus Christ.  The very ones that were “baptized into Christ” (Rom. 6:3) were “united with Him” (Rom. 6:5).  This truth prohibits the baptism of the Spirit from being subsequent to salvation.
C.
From 2 Cor. 5:14-18, Heb. 2:9, and 1 John 2:2 we are forced to conclude that Christ genuinely died for everyone because Jesus Christ as God’s atoning Sacrifice extends not merely to the sins of believers themselves (in context with 1 John), but also to the sins of the whole world.  This does not mean, of course, that everyone will be or is saved.  This notion is unbiblical for it implies universalism (in its various forms) and by implication, rejects the doctrine of hell for unbelievers.  Rather, unlimited atonement means, in harmony with other Scriptures, such as John 3:16 that anyone who hears the gospel can be saved if he believes (Rev. 22:17).  Thus, Christ’s death is sufficient for all and is applied to anyone who believes; the elect will respond (Eph. 1:4).  Lastly, the immediate context of 1 John 2:2 is to remind Paul’s readers of the magnificent scope of Christ’s “atoning sacrifice” in order to assure them that His advocacy as the Righteous One on their behalf is fully consistent with God’s holiness.
  
In Dr. Robert P. Lightner’s refutation of those Christians who argue on the basis of their God’s universal love or Christ’s universal death that salvation is universally applied to all, Lightner rightly concludes:

Any appeal to God’s universal love for man and Christ’s death for all as a basis for denying eternal punishment is unjustified.  Scripture…requires the sinner to respond in faith before he can realize the saving merit of God’s love and the Savior’s death in his place.  God’s love and Christ’s death save no one apart from the individual’s response in faith and trust in the Savior and His substitutionary death.  The Cross does not apply its own benefits.

6.
Other works related to identification include regeneration, indwelling, and sealing.  At the moment of salvation the Holy Spirit regenerates, reconciles, indwells, and takes ownership (seals), the believer in Christ.

1.
The Holy Spirit produces the regeneration.  Regeneration, the act whereby God imparts to the one who believes (cf. John 3:3-5; Titus 3:5).  
a.
 The new birth in John 3:3 is the Greek word, anothen, which may be translated “from above.”  Thus, the second birth is a birth from above, from God.  
b.
Titus 3:5 is the passage where regeneration is explained as   “washing” and “renewing” by the Holy Spirit.
c.
Regeneration is instantaneous whereby at belief the Holy Spirit imparts eternal life.
d. Regeneration is not based on human effort.  John 1:12-13 asserts that the new birth is not effected by the will of man.  Rather, regeneration is an act of God.  Thus, while regeneration and faith are distinct, they occur at the moment of receiving Christ.
e.
Regeneration results in a new nature or new sphere of rule of life (cf. 2 Pet. 1:4) whereby he or she receives a “new self (Eph. 4:24), a new capacity for righteous, victorious living; He or she is a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17).
f.  Regeneration results in a new life whereby the believer has a new mind (1 Cor. 2:16) so that he might know God; a new heart (Rom. 5:5) that he may love God (1 John 4:9); and a new will (Rom. 6:13) that he may obey God.

2.   The Holy Spirit applies Christ’s work of reconciliation at the moment the individual believes in Jesus Christ for salvation (Col. 1:21-22).

a.
Reconciliation which is from the Greek word, katallasso, means the removal of alienation between God and people.  The word literally means to exchange enmity for friendship, hostility for peace.  This word is used six times in N.T (Matt. 5:23-24; Rom. 5:10 [twice]; 1 Cor. 7:11-regarding marriage; 2 Cor. 5:18-20. Other words for reconciliation are “katallage,” which means “bringing together.”  This word is used 4 times (Rom. 5:11; 11:15; 2 Cor. 5:18-19).  Lastly, hilaskomai is used for reconciliation (Heb. 2:17) here (to forgive, make atonement; propitiation) and is used in Luke 18:13 to express “self-pity.”
b.
According to Colossians 1:21, “you who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death.”  This passage declares that God does the reconciling.

c.
Sinners are called “enemies” of God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21) because they are “in Adam”, i.e., born in iniquity (Rom. 3:32), morally separated from God as declared in Eph. 2:2.

d.
Therefore, reconciliation is necessary because people are alienated (“cut off, estranged”) from life and God (Eph. 2:12 ; 4:18 ). In fact, in context, before their conversion, the Colossian believers were enemies or hostile to God in their minds as well as in their behavior, internally and externally because sin which begins in the heart (Matt. 5:27-28), manifests itself in overt deeds (Gal. 5:19 ); we realize that people are not inwardly hostile vs. God because of their outward acts of sins; they commit sins because they are inwardly hostile.  The result of Christ’s death is thus, redemptive… “to present you holy in this sight” and takes place when the received the gospel (vs. 23).  Paul then gives a confident expectation in verse 23 that the reconciliation that Christ provided, which was applied when the Colossians heard (received the gospel), will be expanded to “every creature under heaven” meaning, using a hyperbolic figure of speech, it will spread worldwide.  Paul’s desire is that reconciliation, which can be applied to anyone who believes, will spread worldwide with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

e.
We have to be careful to understand that biblical reconciliation apart from the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the condition for salvation, i.e., faith, is called “Universal Reconciliation,” a neo-orthodox position held by some followers of Karl Barth. Universal Reconciliation argues that the death of Jesus Christ accomplished its purpose of reconciling all humans to God.  Therefore, whatever separation that does exist between individuals and the benefits of God’s grace is subjective in nature, existing only in their minds.
 

f.
Those who contend for the neo-orthodox “Universal Reconciliation” concept may attempt to use 2 Cor. 5:18-20 for substantiation:


All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on God’s behalf:  Be reconciled to God.

1.
There are at least four problems for those who embrace this neo-orthodox reconciliation:

a.  Failure to see two sides to reconciliation in 2 Cor. 5:18-20:  the objective side, the potential for which Christ accomplished for all humanity (vs. 19), and the subjective side, by which we believers become reconciled to God at the moment of belief (vs. 20).  Thus, as Norman Geisler states, “the whole world is reconciled in the sense of being made savable by Christ (v. 19), but not in the sense of being saved (see Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:20).”

b.  Failure to correspond to the human condition of salvation:  belief.  In fact, there are 115 passages where the word “believe” is used alone and apart from every other condition as the only way for salvation.  Further, there are at least 35 passages where the synonym “faith” is used.
  Additionally, “without faith it is impossible to please” God (Heb. 11:6).
c.   Failure to correspond to the doctrine of hell whereby Jesus himself spoke of “everlasting fire” (Matt. 25:41), “everlasting punishment” (Matt. 25:46), “the fire that shall never be quenched” (Mark 9:43), “the place of “torments” (Luke 16:23), and a place of “wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:50).

d.
Failure to correspond that all people are in Adam until they receive salvation by faith.  All who are “in Adam,”(Romans 5),  are intrinsically sinful (Eph. 2:1-2), under Satan’s control, even after the historical accomplishment of Christ’s atonement.  Paul records the following statements:
1.
We were “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1-2) until we believed (vs. 5).  Dead means separated from God; it is used as an adjective.  Notice that we are dead in trespasses [paraptoma] and sins [hamartia]; both trespasses and sins are nouns.  Being characterized as dead in trespasses and sin is adamic. This clearly harmonizes with Romans 1:29-31 and Rom. 3:10-18.
2.
We were in the “power of darkness” (Col. 1:13) until we placed our faith in Christ Jesus (vs. 4).  Darkness is adamic.
3.
We were “perishing” [ i.e., ἀπόλλυμι apollumi; to destroy, destroy utterly which has a range of semantic nuances that includes:— destroy, destroyed, dying, end, killed, lose, loses, lost, passed away, perish, perishable, perished, perishes, perishing, put to death, ruined]
 until we received the gospel which was “veiled” from us (vs. 3).  Perishing is adamic.
4.
1 John 5:19 asserts that Satan, the evil one, holds all people who are without Christ in his power (1 John 5:19).  Satan’s control over humanity is an adamic repercussion until Jesus establishes the millennial kingdom in the future and Satan is permanently condemned to the Lake of Fire following his brief release from imprisonment near the end of the thousand year reign of Christ.
Therefore, only the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, based upon the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ alone, bestowed upon those who believe by means of faith alone in Christ alone for salvation, can make saints out of sinners.

3.
The Holy Spirit permanently indwells the believer upon belief in Jesus Christ for salvation.

a.
 The only condition for indwelling is faith in Christ (John 7:37-39).
b.
The indwelling ministry is given at the time of salvation according to Eph. 1:13.

c.   If one does not possess the Holy Spirit he or she is an unbeliever.  Romans 8:9 states, “if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”  Jude 19 refers to unbelievers as “devoid of the Spirit.”

d.   The indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit is permanent according to John 14:16.  It is a “down payment”, a verification of future glorification (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 4:30).

             3.  The Holy Spirit seals the believer in Christ.

a.  According to 2 Cor. 1:22 God “seals us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts  as a pledge.”
b.  This seal identifies the believer as belonging to God (Eph. 1:13-14). 
III.
Conclusion:
We may define the doctrine of believer in Christ as following:

The doctrine of identification is the teaching that believers are identified with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and glorification whereby believers died with Christ (Gal. 2:20), were buried with Christ (Rom. 6:4), rose with Christ (Rom. 6:4-5), ascended with Christ, and glorified with Christ (Rom. 8:30; Eph. 2:6). 

We may compliment and cohere our understanding of this doctrine with the following biblical and theological statements/doctrines:

A. This doctrine is only applicable to believers because unbelievers are identified with Adam, not Christ (Rom. 3:24-25 cf. Rom. 5:12-21).  
B.
Through the atonement of Jesus Christ, reconciliation, propitiation, redemption, adoption, and regeneration (and other positional benefits as well) are bestowed to the elect (Eph. 1:4), upon belief in Jesus Christ as personal Savior (Rom. 5:17; John 3:16).  
C.
The change of identification from Adam to Christ occurs by means of the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cor. 12:13) whereby He joins those who have accepted Jesus as personal Savior to the body of which Jesus Christ is the living Head so that all that is true of the Head is also true of each member in His Body.

D.
The Atonement is sufficient for all men, but it is efficient only for those who believe, i.e., the elect, resulting in the baptizing ministry of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:3, 11 cf. 1 Corinthians 1 Corinthians 12:13). 

E.
The application of the atonement is conditioned by faith alone, believing the Gospel (cf. John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36, 5:24; 11:24-26; 12:44; 20:31; John 20:30-31; Acts 16:31; Rom. 4:18-25; 1 John 5:1-11).  

F.
Christ died for all men meaning that there is universal provision for anyone, regardless of gender, race, background, etc.  

G.
The identity with Adam does not change for the unbeliever until he or she receives Jesus Christ whereby that identity is changed from Adam to Christ (Rom. 5:12-21).
H.
Therefore, the atonement makes the identity change possible for anyone, but the benefits of the atonement are not given until (or at the same time) he or she believes in view of the baptism ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby He joins believers unto Christ and to each other.       

I.
Other works related to identification by means of the Holy Spirit for the believer include the ministries of regeneration, reconciliation, indwelling, and sealing.  
“From the illustrative Scriptures it will be observed that the unity between Christ and the believer is two-fold:  The believer is in Christ, and Christ is in the believer.  The believer is in Christ as to positions, possessions, safe-keeping, and association; and Christ is in the believer giving life, character, and dynamic for conduct.”
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Since, then, the text does not allow us to focus on the cross or our own experience as the ‘time’ of our being buried with Christ, we are forced to the conclusion that we are dealing with a category that transcends it.  Our dying, being buried, and being resurrected wit Christ are experiences that transfer us from the old age to the new.  But the transition from old age to new, while applied to individuals at their conversion, has been accomplished through the redemptive work of Christ on Good Friday and Easter.  Paul’s syn refers to a ‘redemptive-historical’ ‘withness’ [his term, not a misspelling] whose locus is both the cross and resurrection and Christ-where the ‘shift’ in ages took place historically-and the conversion of every believer-when this ‘shift’ in ages becomes applicable to the individual [The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1996), 365].
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