HOW TO WRITE AN ETHICS POSITION PAPER FOR 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS CLASS:
www.prshockey.org
Introduction:

You are required to write an ethics paper explaining and defending your personal position (e.g., unilateral or unqualified absolutism; conflict absolutism; graded absolutism; aretaic graded absolutism). 
There is no need to review alternative point of views unless it has direct bearing on your position or advances your argument.  Remember, for every argument you give, you must defend it!
While this paper is personal in the sense that this model is to be one that you (or will) embrace, it is to be an analytic paper that deals with your argument, defense, objection, and replies.

Your paper must follow this specific outline!
Strictly follow this outline for your paper:
I.
Introduction (Briefly summarize your view and how you will unpack it):

A.
State your view?

B.
Explain how you will extrapolate or “unpack” your position.  

II.
Personal position (Unpack in detail your argument):

A.
State your position.


B.
Defend your position.


C.
Possible objections to your position.

D.
Replies to these objections

III.
Application (Personal and specific applications drawn from this model):

IV.
Conclusion:

A.
Restate your position

B. Explain how you unpacked and defended your view
C.
Summarize the practical significance of your model as drawn from the third section.

Key instructions to always follow when writing a paper for me:
1. Start your paper early.

2. Write and research at the same time.

3. Remove all unnecessary words

4. Remove all unnecessary arguments. If the argument does not advance, clarify your position, or defend your position, then do not use it.

5. No more than 5-7 sentences per paragraph.

6. Advance your argument with each and every sentence.

7. Always support your claims with evidence.

8. Make sure each sentence is logic.

9. Did I say, “Remove all unnecessary words?”

10. Simply state the arguments, facts, and evidences.

11. No need for an introductory “hook” into your paper. You are writing to a professor who is already interested in your position.
12. No need for “personal stories.”

13. Do not appeal to personal experiences.

14. Make sure you present positions fairly.

15. Do not “slam” someone by saying his or her view as being “ridiculous,” stupid,” or “absurd.” 

16. Do not commit character attacks by saying something like “This author is stupid!”

17. Strictly follow Turabian format

18. Do not commit plagiarism.

19. USE appropriate grammar and spelling.

20. Do not merely cite Scripture in your work.  If you state a Scripture passage in your paper, unpack it in the footnotes, explaining what this passage means within its appropriate context.

21. Use footnotes, not endnotes (see Turabian on how to cite books, articles, etc., appropriately).
22. Cover sheet necessary (see writing tips on my website for proper cover sheet)

23. Double space

24. Size 12 font (new times; roman)

25. 1” margins

26. Page numbers necessary.

27. Bibliography mandatory

28. Be careful if you use words like “only”, “always”, or “never.” 

29. Do not merely assume what the author argues!

30. Always make sure your paper stays focused! Do not follow rabbit trails!
31. Be careful when appealing to authorities to defend your view. Opposing and contrasting views can also defended by appealing to authorities.

32. Review, re-write, review, and re-write.

Name: ___________________



Date: _______________

Before you submit your paper on-time, use this check list.  Please submit this completed page with your paper (attached at the end of paper):
Did you carefully follow the outline given above?
⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Have you carefully cited sources correctly?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Have you strictly adhered to Turabian format (e.g., content; footnotes; bibliography; cover sheet)?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Is each argument in your paper logical?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Have you removed all unnecessary words?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Is each word in your paper precisely and accurately used?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed

Have you carefully used proper grammar, syntax, and spelling?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed


Have you carefully analyzed how your arguments advance, clarify, and defend your overall position?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed
Have you justified and defended each argument you submit?

⁪ Absolutely/Strictly 
        ⁪ To some extent

⁪ Poorly 

⁪ Failed
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