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THE PARABLE OF THE LIGHTED LAMP:

3 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, piits1 a secret place or under a basket, but on a
lampstand, that those who come in may see the fitjfihe lamp of the body is the eye.
Therefore, when your eye is good [clear or healthglir whole body also is full of light. But
whenyour eyeis bad [evil or unhealthy], your body alscfull of darkness® Therefore take
heed that the light which is in you is not darknésK then your whole bodijs full of light,
having no part darkhewholebodywill be full of light, as when the bright shinirad a lamp
gives you light.* ~ Luke 11:33-36

Please take your Bible and read Luke 11:14-36erMards, consider the following.

. Luke11:14-36:

This account begins with Jesus performing a mir@ale14-16). A person who was mute was
delivered from demon possession. Jesus performeaawcism. From all the Synoptic accounts
of this event, no one questions the fact that actertook place. All seem to agree it is a miracle
But the miraculous event did not lead to the sagspanse or conclusion, belief that He is the
Messiah as predicted in the Scriptures. Why?aém, four different responses to the event: (1)
The religious leaders concluded that Jesus’ powdptthis miracle was from Satan (vv. 17-23);
(2) Others tried to maintain a position of neutyafivv. 24-26); (3) a woman, who shouted out to
Jesus bringing attention to his mother, was abslylaiueless (vv. 27-28); (4) There were others
who still demanded more proof by seeking a sign 28¢32)?

How is that they all can see the same miracle adgnclude so differently? No one denied the
miracle Jesus just did. In fact, no one denietlibaus actually performed an exorcism. But the
crowd failed to come to the right conclusion. Wdigin't the evidence lead to the same
conclusion? It is not because of the evidencdadh this event harmonizes with events some of
them would have already heard about.

The problem was not sufficient evidence. Since &sual come to offer the Kingdom, His
evidence was both plentiful and public. The mitaaa birth, the fulfillment of prophecies, the
message of John the Baptist, and the miracles pesteamed, and the words he spoke, all make
the evidence was clear. Jesus is the Son of God.

No, thereal problem istheir eyes (w. 33-36). Read again Luke 11:33-36:

The New King James Versid982 (Lk 11:33-36). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

2 Helpful exposition of this passage is “Evidencat tAroduced Various Verdicts (Luke 11:14-36)" bybBo
Deffinbaugh orwww.bible.org



The eye, Jesus said, is the door to a person'sedrging, that is, his whole body. If the eye is
good, if it lets in the light, the whole body ituininated. If the eye is bad, if it lets in littight,
the whole body is dark.

Jesus is not saying that the problem is their &giugsical eyes. Rather, everyone who failed to
interpret the evidence of this miracle as they &hbas done so because of a failing, a deficiency,
in their ability to “see” the truth, not becauseanfy deficiency in the evidence. In other words,
the problem is not their actual eyesight. The fmabis their heart!'They are not open to the

truth! In other words, they were not lovers of truttheTheart is the soul’s organ. R. C. H.
Lenski puts it this way:

We know that everything depends on the eye (hea4ttt)which a man looks at
something or at somebody. If his eye is singlat loaly on discovering the reality, the
truth, he will soon see it; but if his eye is widkand full of vicious motives, we all know
what he sees, and we dread it. Have you not lmeed at in the ways? Jesus is
speaking of the same thing regarding him3elf.

When David says, “I will set nothing wicked befony eyes” (Psalm 101:3), he knew that what
we gaze upon impacts our heart. But in this dhwecondition of our heart impacts our ability to
discern properly. Remember, theeart’ emphasizes your deep-seated affections, yourinne
desires; it is the control center of your humarspeality. Thus, your heart is tied to your ability
to see spiritual truths as they actually are. €heewds saw the miracle! But their responses
reflected a heart-condition that says:

1. I'm not open to the truth!
2. In fact, some were quick to align the miracle ttase power rather than God. Why?
Because their hearts were not bent on discoverirly and conforming themselves to it.

How far will people go if their hearts are not ri@hLet us again consider the words of N.T.
scholar R. C. H. Lenski:

The eye refers to the heart, so the body is nateigad as being with its soul but as the
soul’s organ. All the bodily members, mouth, hardst, etc., will act as the eye (heart)
sees and direct. The eye that sees ‘more tham®alowill draw the whole body into
the light to follow, trust, worship, obey Jesug #ye that sees a friend of Satan, a man
discredited, will put the whole body into darknetb®, mouth to oppose him with words,
the feet to dog him, the hands at least to dragtbithe cross-darkness indeed.

1. How Should We Then Live?

We might think that these people are ridiculousti@ir rejection of Christ. It is so obvious and
yet they did not have the heart for it! But areneally that different? When you encounter truth,
that is truth that corresponds to reality, ideasfthings as they actually are, can never falil,
diminish, change, or be extinguished, and is salfican the God of the Bible who is the Author
of all truth, how do you respond? Do you submiingelf to it? What about prescriptive truth in
Scripture?

*R.C.H. LenskiCommentary on the New Testament: The Interpretati@t. Luke’'s GospéHendrickson:
Peabody, 1998), 653.

4 |bid., 653-4.



We may have received the gift of eternal life bygahg our trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior by
placing our trust in Him, believing that He is Ganad that He died on the cross for our sins and
rose bodily from the dead. But when it comes &lyepursuing intellectual and moral
prescriptive truths, truths dictated on how wetarkve, are we that much different? Consider
the following assessment.

Answer thefollowing questions honesty; be sureto avoid excessive sdlf-criticism and self-
congratulation. Some of the questionsare similar in nature.

Key:

1=
2=
3=
4 =
5=

1.

Not at all
Rarely
Sometimes
Often
Absolutely

Do you find yourself defensive when you encountex truth, regardless of the source?
1o 20 3o 40 50

2. Do you find yourself defensive when prescriptiought’” commands in Scripture (e.g., “be holy because | dp?ho
are revealed to you? 1o 20 3o 40 50

3. Are you quick to justify your actions in an effortdeflect or avoid the truth?1o 20 3o 40 5o

4. Are you quick in protecting your activities when they exposed by the trutii® 20 3o 40 50

5.

6.

7.

Are you defensive in protecting your habits when #reyexposed by the truth?

1o 20 30O 40 50
Are you defensive in protecting the pleasures yooyemhen they are exposed by the truth?

1o 20 30 40 5o
Are you quick in defending your personal goals wiheyy are exposed by the truth?

1o 20 30 40 50

8. Do you find yourself defensive, concentrating mor@mventing truth from gaining an advantage in yourtiescause it
will require some cost from you? 1o 20 30 40 50
9. Do you find yourself putting down the person vidiproclaiming truth in an effort to not deal with thetty?
1o 20 3o 40 50
10. Are you honestly afraid to be exposed to truth? 1o 20 3o 40 50
11. Does truth make you feel uncomfortable? 1o 20 3o 40 50
12. Do you separate truth from personal application@tHer words, you intellectually understand the truth yout choose
not to apply it in how you actually live your life. 1o 20 3o 40 50
13. Do you allow truth to seep into your affectionsider to change your values, namely, what you hold dear?

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,

1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you hunger for true truth? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you honestly and diligently seek to consisteaqtiyly true truth in the way you actually live?
1o 20 30 40 50
Do you compartmentalize the whole truth by onkgtigg to that particular truth that does not demand thatchange
your life? 1o 20 3o 4o 5o
Do you build your life upon what the world (whiis hostile to Gods’ revealed truth) thinks is mogianant?
1o 20 3o 40 50

Do you find your identity matching with thattbe world? 1o 20 3o 40 50
To what extent do you find yourself in conflictlwihe world’s values? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you strive to serve God butyour terms, not His? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you allow the world to shape your expectatidmmatruth? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Would your closest family members describe you asvboes “truthful”? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you long to be valued, respected, and honoreuebyarld? 1o 20 3o 40 50
Do you spend significant time thinking about haw ynight better apply true truth in your personal stofd$cripture?

1o 20 30 40 5o



25. Do you regularly examine whatkiseping you from fully living out God’s truth in God’s ways?
1o 20 30 40

[1l. Conclusion:

So, how’s your heart? Are you really willing tacedve spiritual truth? Conditions of heart can
be so filled with prejudice and bias that we arwillimg to listen to truth even if it comes from
an unlikely source. The Pharisees and the Scrilees willing to receive teaching from their own
people, but their hearts were not willing to reee@hrist’s instruction even those His message
was confirmed by miraculous events, predictive pemes, and a sinless life. See, they did not
welcome “true truth” in their lives because it asstdy. Truth demands conformity. See, they
were not lovers of truth. Instead, they were Isvatrtheir own traditionsAre we that much
different?

Be a pursuer of truth and as you conform yourselfith in the way you live, you will go
beyond what you ever thought possible-for peomda@mnging for truth, for something to believe
in that is true and trustworthy. If you willligently seek toconsistenthknow, practice, and
protect true truth, not mere programmed instructimiiefs, and opinions, then you will bear the
following characteristics:

1 Truth rather than personality.

2. Intellectually honesty rather than closed thinking.

3. Broad education-for you will go beyond the beliefs and personesitof your sub-
culture.

4, Surprising insights as you discover truth in extraordinary ways.

5. A life established on truth rather than indoctrination.

6. Attractiveness because you are able to offer truth that goes lepoogrammed

instruction and propaganda.

7. Characteristically point peopleto God and not your instructor by words and works.
8. Adventure-because your pursuit of truth enlightens you ilyswou never considered.
9. Competence and creative insight as you engage others rather than simply repeating

what you have been taught to believe.

10. Scope of relationships continually enlarges as you engage others who compliment and
add to your understanding, practice, and proteaifdahe truth.

11. Practice truth and love and love and truth because you recognize that both are
inseparable [2 John].

12. Better equipped to recognize what really isfalse teaching.



13. Better equipped to recognize viable, reasonable options within the range of
orthodoxy; you resist dogmatism when dogmatism isnot necessary.

14. You avoid presumptuous, premature thinking.

15. You can refute lies with truth, not indoctrination.

16. Promote per sonal and social charity, not unnecessary criticism.

17. Habitually ask questionsto any truth claim that ismade: What? Why? Where?
How? When? Therefore? In other words, you asktgpressuch as: (a) What is the
justification for this view?; (b) Why is this thase? (c) Did they ever consider this...?
(d) What are the implications if this is true?

18. You pursuetruth no matter the sour ce.

19. Worship... you realize that truth points you to the ultimateirce of truth: the God of
Truth, the God of the Bible. Therefore, the pursiitruth is not merely an intellectual

inquiry, but an opportunity of worship.

20. You experience the joy of personal discovery ofitmather than relying upon another’s
interpretation of it.

V. Final Thought:

What | have tried to communicate is that our apiiit rightly understand and respond to the
spiritual truths is affected by the conditions af deart. But what you fix your eyes upon affects
the condition of your heart! Therefore, fix yoyes upon Christ! Look to Him! Follow Him!
Receive from Him!

Heavenly Father, our hearts our too frail apantfyeou! So, we humbly come before you and
ask that you would not only give us a dispositioat tdreads the very approach of sin, but work in
our lives to be all yours and all yours alone! €aus to lose ourselves to find ourselves in you,
the foundation and water spring of our lives. Qigea deeper knowledge of Jesus as Savior,
Master Lord, and as Future King. Give us deepergpan private prayer, more sweetness in
your Word, and more steadfast grip on its truthveGis deeper holiness in speech, thought,
action, and let us not seek theology apart from Yough deep in me, great Lord that we may be
a tilled field, the roots of grace spreading fad ande, until you alone are all that we see. May
the fruit of the Spirit be produced like never lrefoMay we have no master but you, no law but
you will, and no delight but yourself, no wealtht ehat you give, and no peace but that which
you bestow. Quarry in us deeply, dear Lord, and fileour minds, our souls, and our hearts

with your overflowing truth so that we may live nadiaithfully before your ever-watching eye
unto your glory. Amen.

® This prayer was adapted from the bo®dke Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Beas & Devotionsedited by
Arthur Bennett.



