
What Possesses Aesthetic Value:  A Coherent Approach:

Formal Analysis:
An examination of the art-
form in terms of technical 

excellence (e.g., color, line, 
shape, & texture).

 Formal analysis is both 
descriptive & analytic.

Honesty/Sincerity:
The artist authentically 

believes in the statement 
(s) within the art form.

Thematic 
Veracity/Intellectual 

Content:
Art-form makes a 

statement that corresponds 
to reality.

The Integration of Form 
with Content:  

The form is sympathetic or 
appropriate to its meaning.  

Adapted from Hans Rookmaaker, “Norms for Art and Entertainment” 
in The Complete Works of Hans Rookmaaker, ed. Marleen 
Hengelaar-Rookmaaker (Pinquant Publishing, 2002) 3:76-9.

This approach 
incorporates all 
four judgments 

into an integrated 
coherent model.  
The greater the 
harmonization 

between the four 
judgments, the 

more valuable is 
the art-form.  This 
approach may be 
substantiated in at 
least two different 

ways:

First, art-forms 
which have stood 
the test of time 

have greater 
harmonization of 
these four values.

  And second, each 
of these values are 

empirically 
evident cross-
culturally; they 
are universal 
judgments.
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An art-form possesses significant value if it coheres 
with formal analysis, authenticity, thematic veracity, 
and integration of form with content.  The greater the 

coherence, the greater the value.

  Harmonization


