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31 Excuses before the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ:
“So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please Him.  10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  11 Therefore, knowing, the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.  But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.”
~ 2 Corinthians 5:9-11


1.
"But I am a special case:  Jesus, surely you will honor my exceptions?



a.  
kids-I had too many.  My kids demanded more than what I could 



give to you.



b.  
job-it was too demanding;



c.  
money-I had too little;



d.  
health-I or loved ones were too afflicted;



e.  
time-I was too busy with other responsibilities;



f.  
spouse- too high maintenance;



g. 
parents-they were too difficult; they were unsaved;



h. 
friends-they hindered me;



i.  
church-my church didn't live for God; my preacher wasn't any 




good;



j.  
a difficult past;



k. 
too many hurts in my life (I was a victim of unfortunate 


 

circumstances).”


2.
"Jesus, I was ignorant of your truth.  No one ever taught me that this was 



going to happen."


3.
"Jesus, I didn't really think that this was what the Bible taught because I 



never saw it consistently lived out."


4.
"Jesus, I thought I did live for you by focusing my life on good and noble 


earthly things."


5.
"Jesus, because bad things happened to me on earth, I thought you were 



out to get me.   It seemed best to have a long distant relationship for every 


time I got close to you, I got burned.  You do so many bad things to me just to 


test me."


6.
"Jesus, you made me to be a strong and independent person, so I chose to 


live that way (God, I did it my way)."


7.
"Jesus, I lived from one crisis to another; there was no time to live for 



you.  I was just too overwhelmed with everything else."


8.
"Jesus, I followed all the rules and gave you forty of the best years of my 


life...I thought I paid my dues.  What did you want, my 





retirement?  God, I wanted give the younger people an opportunity."


9.
"Jesus, I was afraid that I would make you look bad because of all my 



past mistakes and possible tendencies.  I am too prone to sin."


10.
"Jesus, you asked too much of me."


11.
"Jesus, living for you didn't really matter to me.  I figured you gave me 



this world to enjoy and so I did."


12.
"Jesus, this is all a misunderstanding.  I thought your plan was to make me 


happy; I always appreciated you for it.  Can you not give me another 



chance?"


13.
"Jesus, when I met people who were truly following you, I realized that I 


didn't have what it takes.  There were other people who were more gifted 


and had greater resources; they could do a better job than me.  And even if 


I could have made my life count for you, some of the more gifted or 



experienced were too judgmental…it could only be done their 




way.  What was I to do?”

14.
"Jesus, making my life count for you more than once a week would rob 



me of family time."


15.
"Jesus, like evangelism and prayer, I thought it was the pastor's 




responsibility to live for you.  I was just a member."


16,
"Jesus, I was afraid that if I made my life count for you I would become 



too religious and it would cause my children to rebel.  I could have ended 


up living a boring life.  I could possibly have been labeled as a religious 



fanatic, a weirdo, and lose all my friends." 


17.
"Jesus I thought you were so gracious that I didn't have to earn rewards.  



Since I couldn't earn my salvation, it seemed reasonable to believe that I 



would automatically receive my rewards at the judgment seat of Christ.  



Doesn't your grace cover it all?"


18.
"Jesus, I tried to make my life count for you but things, things, and things kept 


getting in the way."


19.
"Jesus I honestly didn't care.  I admit it."


20. 
"Jesus, I was overexposed to the truth to such an extent that I became 



desensitized to its vital importance for my life.  In other words, 




overexposure to the truth dulled my affections for you."

21. “Jesus, I had a bad church experience and therefore decided that I would not make my life count for you.”
22. “Jesus, the world is too sinful for me to make my life count for you.  I thought if I withdrew from the world, I would be living a life that is pleasing to you.”  

23. “Jesus, let’s be honest…what could I have done?  The world is so big and I am so small.”

24. “Jesus, because you didn’t give me the desires of my heart, I decided not to give my heart to you.”
25. “Jesus, I thought Christian fellowship alone was the best way to make my life count for you.”
26. “Jesus, it wasn’t that I didn’t care; I just never thought about making my life count for you.”

27. “Jesus, every time I made my life count for you I got embarrassed.”

28. “Jesus, I found that I had no endurance to make my life count for you.   I had great intentions to live for you but every time I tried, for some reason (s), I lost drive, momentum, and passion
29. “Jesus, I did better than anyone else around me.  I mean, I didn’t mess up as bad as David.”

30. “Jesus, what can I say?  I’m sorry.”
31. “Jesus, you know I am not a ‘people-person’.” 
The truth of the matter is that there will be no opportunity to offer excuses at the judgment seat of Jesus Christ.  Rather, at the Bema Seat Jesus will determine a believer’s faithfulness to Him and reward each person appropriately (see 1 Cor. 3:11-15).  

In fact, only believers will appear before the “Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11-15 and 2 Corinthians 5:9-11) following the rapture of the Church before any aspect of the 70th week of Daniel begins (the seven year future Tribulation).  Unbelievers will go before the “Great White Throne Judgment” which is described in Revelation 20:11-15 following the earthly millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

Therefore, knowing that in the future we Christians will stand before Jesus Christ and face a review of our lives, we should be motivated to live righteously and faithfully in the present; let’s make our lives count for eternity.  Don’t waste your God-given life.  Instead, passionately reflect God’s beauty in every aspect of your daily life.  You will be glad you did…you will have no regrets, there will be great rewards in heaven, God will be honored, and you will be blessed.
14 “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus:  that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”
~ 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

