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“The more this truth [Word of God] is brought before the mind, the more we commune with it, entering into its import, applying it to our own case, appropriating its principles, appreciating its motives, rejoicing in its promises, trembling at its threatenings, rising by its influence from what is seen and temporal to what is unseen and eternal; the more may we expect to be transformed by the renewing of our mind so as to approve and love whatever is holy, just, and good.  Men [and women] distinguished for their piety have ever been men of meditation as well as men of prayer; men accustomed to withdraw the mind from the influence of the world with its thousand joys and sorrows, and to bring it under the influence of the doctrines, precepts, and promises of the Word of God.” ~ Dr. Charles Hodge
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

A directed study of the principles of the literal-grammatical-historical system of biblical interpretation, with guided practice in using those principles in interpreting representative passages. 3 Credit Hours.

II. PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
The purpose of the course is to provide students with the upper level skills they will need for accurate interpretation of biblical passages for their lifelong personal and professional ministries.

III. MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS
TEXTBOOKS

Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation (Henry A. Virkler) Baker

Basic Bible Interpretation (Roy Zuck) Cook

Living By the Book (Howard Hendricks) Moody

RESOURCES
Illustrated Bible Handbook (Richards) Nelson

Richards Complete Bible Dictionary (Richards) World

Bible Knowledge Commentary (Walvoord & Zuck) Victor

New International Encyclopedia of Bible Words (Richards) Zondervan






IV. COURSE TOPICS:
· Structured Processes for Identifying and Defining Literary Styles and Usages

· Comparative Analyses for Distinguishing Contexts, Contents, Cultures, and Contributions

· Specifications for Understanding and Applying Law(s) and Moral Reasoning

· Composition Involved with Paralleling the Gospels -and- Vertical and Horizontal Reading

· Descriptions and Guidelines for Identifying Levels of Narrative and Interpretations

· Principles and Applications for Classifying Figures of Speech, Prophecy and Combining Literary Functions

V. LEARNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
This course will assist students in gaining the knowledge and skills necessary to determine the meaning of any passage of Scripture; capsulate the proper context; and apply it authentically in today’s world.  Upon completion of this course, successful students will be able to: 

1. Discover the historical context of any given passage of Scripture and indicate   

 how that context shapes our understanding of the given passage.

2. Identify the literary genre(s) of any given passages of Scripture, and demonstrate

an ability to interpret that passage in a way that is appropriate to its genre.

3. Analyze, select, and use appropriate Bible study tools (i.e., Bible Dictionary,  

Bible Concordance, Bible Commentary, etc.).

4. Explain the meaning of any given passage of Scripture - with discriminate

analytic discernment to detect improper interpretation of Scripture.

5. Demonstrate advanced competence in inductive Bible study through accurate

observations, interpretations, applications, and the correlation of Old Testament

with New Testament biblical truths.

6. Think and evaluate concepts in Hermeneutics: (a) by engaging in critical thinking about the course material; (b) by providing an opportunity and forum to discuss views and theories opposing those held by the professor.

7. Know God better than anything else and to be satisfied in God more than anything on earth.

VI. EVALUATION:
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES   -  Expectations for Weekly Preparation

Students are expected to prepare for each week’s class session by reading in assigned texts and by completing all homework assignments. The readings are designed to provide the basic information that students will need to participate actively in the classroom learning process. This class will be graded on a contract system. Each student will contract a grade and then complete the requirements for that grade. No late assignments will be accepted!

· #1 - Completed Homework should be kept in a notebook (Student Guide), which will be turned in by 9:00am on Monday, August 17.






· #2 - Individual Class Journals will summarize significant observations and record personal insights and ideas. Completed journals will be turned in by 9:00 am on Monday, August 17.










· #3 - Students will write an expositional commentary on the Book of Jude. This commentary will consist of three major sections. The first section will review the introductory matters concerning the Book of Jude. Be sure to give your conclusions as to the genre of the book, the identity of the author, the date of composition, the audience to whom it was written, the historical context of that audience, and the purpose of the book. The second section will involve a discussion of the contents of the book. Be sure to explain key phrases, interpret problem passages, and identify the figures of speech. You should also include an outline of the book. The final section will apply the book of Jude to the modern church using the 9 principles of application detailed in chapter 41 of Living by the Book. This commentary should be 11-12 pages (double-spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins) in length and will be turned in by 9:00 am on Monday, August 17.









· #4 – Students will write a Book Review of Henry Virkler’s Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation. This review should be 11-12 pages (double-spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins) in length and will be turned in by 9:00 am on Monday, August 17.
GRADING:
· To earn a C in this course, the student must complete assignments #1 and #2.

· To earn a B in this course, the student must complete assignments #1, #2 and either #3 or #4.

· To earn an A in this course, the student must complete assignments #1, #2, #3, and #4.

The professor reserves the right to add a plus or a minus to the student’s contracted grade depending on the quality of the student’s overall work. Also, all assignments must be deemed by the professor to be acceptable in order to qualify for the desired grade. Student’s grades may also be lowered for failing to complete the projects.  In fact, below is the grading criteria I will be using with your assignments:

· Accuracy: Is the answer accurate about such things as whether a given scholar expressed a certain view, was associated with a particular theological group, was a student of another theologian, wrote a particular work, term ussed correctly, etc.? 




· Analysis: Does the answer present a coherently structured analysis of topic? 



· Completeness/Relevance: Does the answer deal with all the important facts and issues that are relevant to the question? Also, does it spend its time discussing issues that are not relevant?











· Writing: Is the answer clearly written and free from spelling or grammatical errors? For the term paper: does the paper follow the appropriate format for the paper layout, the citation of sources, etc.?

The following table explains how I apply these criteria in evaluating a particular item (e.g., your student guide, term paper, journal, book summary/review, and expositional commentary). Please note that this is not intended as a set of rubrics that can be applied mechanically to determine a grade; it does, however, explain what I look for. 

	Grade 
	Accuracy
	Analysis
	Completeness/Relevance
	Writing

	A 
	No errors or omissions.
	Well-constructed analysis that gives a good defense of the point.
	Deals with all the relevant material and issues and wastes no time on irrelevant points.
	No grammatical errors; clearly written and a pleasure to read.

	B 
	Only minor errors or omissions.
	A good analysis overall, but with some problems or weaknesses.
	Omits only minor relevant material or includes only minor digressions from the topic.
	Reasonably clearly written, with at most a few minor grammatical or spelling errors.

	C 
	Significant errors, but mostly accurate.
	The overall analysis can be discerned, but it has significant problems or weaknesses.
	Covers most of the relevant issues, but with some significant omissions; sometimes wanders off topic.
	Basically readable, with some problems in spelling or grammar.

	D 
	More erroneous than correct; major omissions. 
	Very poorly constructed argument; analysis is inconsistently structured or incoherent. 
	Fails to cover major relevant issues; has only a little to do with the topic.
	Difficult to read; many grammatical and spelling errors.

	F
	Nothing accurate.
	No discernible argument.
	Unrelated to question.
	Incomprehensible.


VII. POLICIES:
Attendance: 

Students are expected to attend all classes in which they are enrolled.  Students who miss more than six hours of class will be withdrawn for excessive absences.  An Absentee Report will be sent to the Veterans Administration, Social Security Office, and other agencies responsible for aid to the student when appropriate.

PASS/FAIL Option: Students wishing to take this class as a Pass/Fail course may do so by completing the attendance requirements, the projects and by notifying the professor on or before August 17. Students must also have the necessary amount of hours available to them in order to take a Pass (a student may only take six hours of Pass/Fail throughout the program).

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Students with a disability who believe they need an adjustment in this class are encouraged to contact the Division for Student and Enrollment Services by telephone at 832-252-4685 or 4620, as soon as possible. The office will process your request and include the decision in a letter directed to my attention. Please present the letter to me so that we may discuss adjustments for this class.   

Plagiarism: Students who plagiarize (copy material from other sources without citing references) are committing a very serious offense. Those who plagiarize may be subject to grade reduction, discipline and/or dismissal from CBS.

Add/Drop/Withdrawal: All students who add or drop a class, withdraw from a class, change class section, or change status between credit and audit must give official notice. All ADCP students must contact their Academic Advisor to complete a Change of Status Form. All other students must complete a Change of Status Form with the Registrar’s Office.

Financial Aid: Students who are receiving federal, state, or institutional financial aid who withdraw or add hours during the semester may have their financial aid adjusted because of the withdrawal or addition. This change in schedule may affect the aid they are receiving during the current semester, and could affect their eligibility for aid in future semesters.

Final Course Grades: Final course grades provided to a student by a faculty member may not be relied upon as official. Students may access their official final grades online through the SonisWeb System. The Registrar’s Office will only mail grades to a student upon request. All accounts must be paid in full before a student can receive transcripts. According to FERPA rulings, faculty may not provide final grade information to students via telephone, email, posting or any other source which might compromise student confidentiality.

Children in Classes and Unaccompanied Children The College does not permit children under sixteen years of age to visit the library or the classroom unless the class is designed for children. Under no circumstances should children be unaccompanied on the property. Any children must be accompanied by their parent or legal guardian at all times. 

Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy Classroom disruption by cell phones or other electronic devices is prohibited. All cell phones and similar electronic devices must remain turned off and out of sight for the duration of class. Electronic devices utilized in a learning context, such as laptops and language interpreters, may be permitted at the professor’s discretion. A student may face a zero and/or failure in the class if an electronic device is used for cheating during a test. Cheating at CBS is not tolerated and may result in expulsion.

Students Who Are Not on the Roster Policy: Students who are officially registered in a course are the only students who will subsequently receive graded assignments, grades and credit for a course.     

VIII. GENERAL PREVIEW OF WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:
Project due July 27
Tour the library. Complete the worksheet provided in your student guide. Be sure to bring this worksheet to class and turn it in to the professor.

Project due August 3
View videos 5-9 of the Hendricks’ series “Living by the Book” and complete the appropriate sections in your workbook.

Project due August 10
View videos 10-14 (Interpretation 1-5) of the Hendricks’ series “Living by the Book” and complete the appropriate sections in your workbook.
Project due August 17
View videos 15-19 (Application 1-5) of the Hendricks’ series “Living by the Book” and complete the appropriate sections in your workbook. Be sure to bring your workbook to class and turn it in to the professor.

Course Notes:
NOTICE:

· Assignments/Exams/Final must be turned in to the instructor only, on specified

due dates.  In the case of emergency, make arrangements with the instructor.

· This syllabus is subject to change as deemed necessary by the instructor to

         accommodate instructional and/or student needs.

· The Secretary of Labor’s Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills has identified basic

    skills for lifelong success; which include:  reading, writing and computation skills; thinking

  and reasoning skills; personal and interpersonal skills; utilization of knowledge and resources;   

   systems understanding and technical skills. This course champions the acquisition of these skills.( 

