The Seven-Step Descent of Dishonesty: Themoreweliethe morewe aretaken in by our lies.
~ adapted from What We Can’'t Not Knovby J. Budziszewski (Dallas. Spence, 2003), 195-97.

The greater your trespasses, th¢

more you have to lie abouit.

Like an onion, each new lie needs a ringjof
perjuries; lies are weak; they need protecgon
other lies.
Lying becomes second nature; you begin to lie withg
Habituation the “need” to lie; you hardly notice that you do Asked
why, you can give no reason. You are now a liar.

Self-protection

At this level you start losing track of the truttgu half-believe
your own lies because you cannot bear to belieaeyibu lie as
much as you do.

Self-deception

As your grasp on the truth continues to weaken,gmue to blame its
weakness on truth itself...”truth is what we letleather get away with,
that's all.”

. Lying becomes a craft. If you lie about everything matter how small, nobody dan
Techn|que believe you would tell so many lies; you haveaiive to make every lie a whoppey.

Rationalization

Duty turns Lying, which is accepted instead of condemnedgagiired in
order to function.
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