COMMUNION:

Luke 22:7-20
﻿7﻿ Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be sacrificed. ﻿8﻿ And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.” 

﻿9﻿ So they said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?” 10﻿ And He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters. ﻿11﻿ Then you shall say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ ﻿12﻿ Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.” 13﻿ So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover. 

﻿14﻿ When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. ﻿15﻿ Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; ﻿16﻿ for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 

﻿17﻿ Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; ﻿18﻿ for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

﻿19﻿ ﻿And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 

﻿20﻿ Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, ﻿ “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.
 
First Part:

Have you ever wondered why Christ used bread to symbolize himself?  Why bread?  I understand why he used wine.  But why bread?  Why not something else that was served at the Last Supper (e.g., lamb)?  So this morning as we prepare for communion I want to highlight, just touch upon, and hopefully capture some of the biblical significance of bread and why Jesus would choose bread to be a symbol of Himself and His sacrifice.

First, in terms of historical context, bread is immediately associated as a daily staple.  In fact, when you see phrases like “by bread alone” (Deut. 8:3) that phrase mean “by food alone.”  Food is essential for living life.

But bread is not merely daily food for people.  It is often seen in Scripture as a gift of hospitality (Genesis 14:18).  “This is so much so that Jesus, when he sends his missionaries out, can tell them to take no bread for the journey (Mark 6:8).  The presumption is that bread will be happily supplied to them by those who accept their message.”

But bread is not only associated with food or hospitality.  In the Mosaic Law, it is part of religious worship.  In Exodus 29:2 and Leviticus 2:4-16, bread is “sacrificed to the Lord.”  In fact, the Mosaic Law requires that twelve loaves of fresh bread (the so-called showbread: or “bread of the presence” “is to always be arranged on a table before the Holy of Holies (Exodus 25:30; 1 Chronicles 9:32; Heb. 9:1-15). Moreover, O.T. law commands that unleavened bread be part of the Passover ritual (Exodus 12:1-28).”

But bread is not only associated with food, hospitality and religious worship. It is also seen as a divine gift. 

“In Luke 1:53 it says it is God who fills the hungry with good things.  This is why one gives thanks for bread (Luke 9:16).  Although bread is a human product-dough is made with human hands and baked, there is no dough without grain, and there is no grain, without rain, which God sends.  Biblical thought is appropriately captured by the traditional Jewish prayer:  ‘Blessed are thou, O Lord our God, kind of the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.’”

This prayer resonated with Jewish people because God is quite literally the giver of bread in several remarkable miracle stories.  When the Israelites wandered in the desert and became hungry, they find on the ground manna-which is “the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.”  When Elisha is faced with a hundred hungry men and not enough bread to deed them, the Lord nonetheless says, “They shall eat and have some left.”  In the event all are fed and some food is left (2 Kings 4:42-44).  Twice when Jesus is with exceedingly large crowds, he takes only a few loaves of bread and some fish and miraculously distributes them to everyone-acts of provision and hospitality on a huge scale.

Then here in this passage, the bread is associated as a divine gift.  It is here at the Last Supper! Jesus takes bread, says a blessing, breaks the bread and shares it with his disciples.

Here the act of giving bread means that Jesus gives himself up on behalf of others; that is, under the figure of the bread, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, is revealed as the sacrificial offering.  Jesus Christ is associating Himself as the Divine Gift of Eternal Life!  He is the Bread of Life!

Have you received the divine gift of eternal life by placing your trust in Jesus Christ, who is God, and who died on the cross for your sins and rose bodily from the dead?  Do you know Him?  If you have not placed your faith in Jesus Christ, then I would ask that you do not take communion.  Instead, I would like for you to consider, scrutinize, and even ask God Himself to confirm to you whether Jesus Christ is actually who claimed to be and whether His gift of salvation to you is a genuine gift.

If you intimately know Jesus Christ as your Savior, then I would like to ask you to reflect upon the way you are living before Him.  Would you say you find yourself abusing God’s grace?  He gave you the gift of eternal life.  He saved you from the penalty of your sins by taking that penalty upon Himself.  How are you living before Him?  While you stand in grace, are you worshipping Him with the choices you make and the lifestyle you live?  If you are not in fellowship with Him, perhaps harboring something that is contrary to His Person, then I would encourage you to ask God to probe your mind and your heart and ask Him to help you deal with whatever is dishonoring His name.  Confess your sins before you take communion (1 John 1:9).  Make sure you are right before Him because it would be such a dishonor to participate in communion when you are neglecting and rebelling against Him the other days of the week.   In fact, the Apostle Paul forbids a believer to take communion if he or she has not dealt with his her or sin.

 I am so thankful for His grace for I so recognize in myself my frailties, propensities, and indulgences.  Yet, I should never tolerate my sinful choices and some how think that this is okay before the Lord, as if there is such a thing as a tolerable sin before a Holy God. How I praise God for His Grace!  

“19﻿And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; ﻿do this in remembrance of Me.”

So, as we distribute the bread, turn yourself over to God and allow Him to deal with you.  Walk in fellowship with Him before we take communion together.  

Pass out the bread!
This is a symbol of His Sacrifice so that you might receive the divine gift of Eternal Life!  He died for you!  Take, Eat, and Remember!

Second Part:

Did you know that bread is also associated with the future when Jesus Christ comes back and establishes His 1,000 kingdom on earth? It plainly states in Luke 14:15:

“Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of heaven” (Luke 14:15).  We know that following Christ’s return there will be a marriage feast whereby O.T. saints and Gentile Christians will be invited.  It will be here that bridegroom is honored through the display of the bride, that is, the church, to all His friends who are assembled there.

Jesus not only identifies Himself with bread, but also with the fruit of the vine.  

Why should we focus on the fruit of the vine?


Scripture is clear:  Jesus was the sacrificial Lamb who took away the sin of Israel and of the entire world (John 1:29).
   

20﻿ Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, ﻿ “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.

In Luke 22:18 it is recorded at the Last Supper that Jesus said, “For I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

Do you realize that Jesus has not had the fruit of the vine touch his lips since His last Supper?  Do you realize that when he picks up that cup again, if you have placed your trust in Him for salvation, then you will be in His presence?  You will see him in all of His glory?

Pass out the fruit of the vine!

Ladies and gentlemen:  Because of His sacrifice, if you know Him as your Savior, you are free, covered in His unmerited.  He shed His blood for you.  Drink in remembrance but also drink in anticipation of that day when we will join Him at the Marriage Feast.

Take! Drink! Remember! Anticipate!
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