Praise be your Name- our Heavenly Father and Almighty God!                   9 May 2010

We gather here this morning before you and pray that our corporate worship before you would be with the deepest reverence, not with presumption, flippancy, or carnality.

You are beyond the fully grasp of our understanding but not beyond that of your love.

You know that we love you, though we hope we can love you supremely in the details of daily living- for you are supremely good, perfect, and beautiful.

When we think about Calvary, how Jesus Christ died for our sins, our hearts melt at your forgiveness.   He died for us and we have been given to Him.  He took our sins upon Himself and we are free in grace.  Free to love you, free to serve you, and free to see you live through us by means of the Holy Spirit.

Because we are in Christ and Christ is in us, we are never so much ourselves as when we are abiding with you, or so much lost to ourselves until we are lost in you.  It is in you we find our fullest expression, our overriding purpose, our singular ambition, and our greatest vision.

Therefore, this morning, may it be more revealed to us in all its influences that our love for you may be more fervent and glowing; let the mighty tide of your everlasting love cover the rocks of our sin and care; let our spirit float above those things which have wrecked our lives.  

So many of us this morning are afflicted, in emotional and physical pain, hurting and overwhelmed.  Father, we take these overwhelming mountains and deep valleys and entrust them to you.  Our prayer is that you will deliver us from such things.  But even if you do not, we know that you will walk us through such things. Help us to trust you, to turn to you, to depend upon you, no matter how difficult they become.  In the midst of such things, our prayer is that you would make us fruitful, enabling us to live according to your Word, molding us into conformity into godly servant-leaders, faithfully serving you and those you love.

How we thank you for your wonderful gifts! You bless us in so many ways! One of those blessings you have giving us is being in the company of and being loved by mothers and mother-figures. Therefore, this morning we want to thank you for mothers who have nurtured us, cared for us, and loved us through the good, the bad, and the ugly.  So many times they anticipate our needs, they sacrifice their desires and plans to care and minister to us, …even to the point that it may cost them everything…their personal plans, dreams, resources, and well-being. Therefore, on this Mother’s Day, we recognize the blessing they are to so many of us.  We pray your richest blessings upon them!

All this we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ!  Amen.

� Adapted portions from The Valley of Vision, “The Love of Jesus,” pp. 44-5.
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