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﻿5﻿ Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, ﻿6﻿ saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”

﻿7﻿ And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

﻿8﻿ The centurion answered and said, “Lord, ﻿I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. ﻿9﻿ For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

﻿10﻿ When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! ﻿11﻿ And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. ﻿12﻿ But ﻿the sons of the kingdom ﻿will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ﻿13﻿ Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.

There is an interesting Bible story in the 8th Chapter of Matthew that many of us have heard since childhood.  It is a true story, of course.  A record of a conversation that echoes through history and I believe, has a special meaning for us gathered here today. 

It begins with Jesus entering into Capernaum with his disciples.   A Roman centurion came to Him pleading with Him to heal his servant who was paralyzed and in dreadful pain. Now a Roman centurion was an officer for the Roman Empire.  He was in charge of one hundred soldiers.  In our day he would be equivalent to a sergeant.  Interestingly, this Roman Centurion cared for one of his servants and was deeply grieved about the condition of his servant because he approached Jesus, pleading for the servant to be healed.  His exact words were, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”

So, the scene is set: A Roman officer is pleading with a Jew for the life of a servant who is wreathing in pain.

But the Roman Centurion recognized that this Jewish person was no ordinary Jew. We know this because Jesus responded affirmatively, saying, “I will come and heal him.” This Roman Centurion answered back with the most unusual response.  The centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof.  But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.”

How unusual!  Here we have a Roman Centurion, an officer, not only calling Jesus Lord, but saying that he is not worthy that Jesus should come under his roof.  What irony!  That a person, who is identified with the most powerful empire on earth at that time, would say to a Jew, that He, a Roman officer, was not worthy.  The Roman Centurion believed that all Jesus had to do was speak a word and His servant was healed.

________ ________ [name] reminds me of this Roman Centurion.  He too was an unusual Gentile!  He often said to me that he was not worthy.  He was not worthy of the blessings God had given him:  a beautiful, loving wife, three wonderful daughters, and an incredible set of friends.  But he would also say that he was not worthy of Jesus.  He had nothing to offer Him but trust.

This Roman Centurion had power, had resources, had money, authority, and even had a chain of command with even greater resources.  Perhaps he could have called on pagan, religious resources and bid them to heal his servant.  Certainly if he was over a 100 men he had access to medical services.  Consider what was available to this officer of the Roman Empire:

After the Centurion tells Jesus, “I am not worthy that You should come under my roof.  But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed,” he goes on to say, “For I am also a man under authority, having soldiers under me.  And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

Yet even with all of these resources at his fingertips, he did not have the capability to help his servant.  In that moment all of it proved to be inadequate.  

In what or in whom are you placing your trust?  Is it good works?  Is it your own resources?  Do you think you have access to something that will bring you what you need the most?  Do you believe that if you have a good life, one filled with success and prestige, that you are somehow included in God’s family?  All of this was insufficient for the Roman Centurion.  


But aren’t some traumas like that?  Life is so frail.  One moment we are fine and the next we find ourselves immobilized, in pain, and no earthly resources to turn to for relief. Tragedy may come and come when you least suspect it. Life is so precarious and unstable.  And who will speak for us when we are blindsided with some unexpected event that leaves us crippled and in pain.

Jesus responded to this Roman Officer with an unusual response.  It is unusual because Jesus is part of a culture that was extremely religious… a culture that was centered on worshipping God.  Jesus states:

“Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” 

Here, Jesus, who is the physical image of the invisible God, one who is all-knowing, declares that no one in Israel has this kind of great faith!

I’ve met a lot of Christians over the years and some of them pretty famous.  I but say to you that ______ ______ [name] stands out to me as a man of faith.  But what is faith?  Faith is simple.  Faith may be defined as that which you have reasons to believe is true and trustworthy.  

Like the Roman Centurion, ________ [name] believed that Jesus was true and trustworthy.  Like the Roman Centurion, ________ [name] knew had no resources of his own that could merit eternal life.  
------ [object illustration ] ------

In my hand is a door knob.  This door knob, for _______ [name], served as a reminder to him of the time and location he placed his trust in Jesus Christ-for this door knob was attached to the door of the church where he was saved.  Just a few weeks ago he taped two verses to the back of this door knob.  I believe he would want me to share them with you:


Matthew 7:8:  “To him who knocks, it shall be opened.”
John 10:9: “I am the door, if anyone enters through me, he shall be saved.”
-------
I would encourage you to examine the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.  He can bear your scrutiny.  The Roman Centurion examined his own resources and he must have found that all those resources did not provide what he needed. I’m confident that he found those doors when opened revealed only another wall behind them.  

But he did find Jesus Christ to be credible to the extent that he believed that his physical presence before the servant was not necessary.  The Roman Centurion went beyond the idea of Jesus merely being a faith healer, but one who could heal simply with a word from afar.  Not even his disciples recognized this truth! 
And it is interesting what Jesus then declares after affirming the faith of this Roman:
“And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. ﻿12﻿ But ﻿the sons of the kingdom ﻿will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Being religious does not mean you will automatically gain entrance into heaven or escape the pit of hell.  Being part of a certain heritage, participating in religious rituals, even being part of a bloodline of God’s chosen people, does not mean you will automatically enter into heaven.  Even those who are the most religious will not enter heaven if they do not place their trust in Jesus Christ.

And it doesn’t matter how religious or spiritual a person is.  No one is exempt from physical death.  Whether one is religious or not, all will die.  But Gene also knew that life is vaporous.  Like steam rising from a hot tea pot, life on earth is transitory but heaven and hell are fixed.  All of us are standing on the porch, right on the edge of eternity.  Where will we go when we die?

------- [Personal story] ------

Less than two years ago _______ [name] was blindsided.  He was blindsided when his beloved ______ [spouse] was called into God’s presence.  He too felt crippled, so terribly mourning the loss of his wife.  I don’t blame him.   One of the great attributes ______ [name] possessed was authenticity.  He was real.  He was honest.  He would tell you what was on his mind.  When you are married as long as they were, deeply in love, it takes time to get over it.  But God ended his mourning by taking him home into His heavenly presence that ________ [name] might worship God with ______  [spouse].  But he would tell you that the only thing that got him out of bed in view of his great loss was Jesus Christ.

---------

God had chosen the Jewish people as a nation unto Himself.  He identified Himself with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He made a covenant with them and their descendants. But some of those descendants thought they would have priority just because they were the physical descendents of Abraham.  They believed that this was sufficient for entrance into His kingdom.

But what irony!  What a rebuke to the religious authorities in Israel!  The idea that a pagan gentile would take their place in the coming kingdom was unthinkable to the Jews.  A gentile was considered to be a foolish and depraved person in the eyes of Jews. He had no blood relations to Abraham yet he had responded positively Jesus Christ.  Of all people, a Roman Centurion!  A representative of the Roman Empire!  An empire that is known for its paganism, corruption, and raw abuse of power

_______ ______ [name] would tell you that it is ironic that God would save him.  He often said to me, “Paul, I don’t deserve salvation.”  And _____ [name] was right!  No one deserves salvation.   It doesn’t matter where you have been or what you have done, if you were to be honest, all of us are unworthy of God’s favor.  But grace is God’s undeserved favor.

God will bestow the gift of eternal life on you the moment you place your trust in Jesus Christ for salvation even though you still live a life that is marked by periodic sinfulness.  By grace, though faith alone, God declare you righteous and from that moment on you will begin a process of growth toward spiritual maturity.  Day by day, bit-by-bit, you will learn what is to life a life that honors Jesus Christ.  But immediately?  No way… Grace really means this:  even though have found yourself unable to stop sinning on a permanent basis, God declares you righteous when you believed.  And because you will continue to sin from time to time, you will find, like Gene did, all the more reason to be grateful for grace.

In closing, Matthew records that the servant was healed in that hour.   Jesus concluded his conversation with the centurion by saying, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.”

______ [name] too went on his way.  He believed.  He walked through that door unto eternal life and now he is in heaven.  Go your way, ladies and gentleman.  But when you, go with God!  Come to faith, receive eternal life; let it be done for you.  All stands available to you in the open arms of faith while you have air to breathe.
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