HCC 2ND EXAM REVIEW:

Here is a guide to help you with the exam.  This sheet does not mean other aspects will not be covered but this should help you prepare as you consider what Kant, Bentham, and Mills contend.

KANT:

A.
Know three formulations of the Categorical Imperative:

1st form of Categorical Imperative: “Act only on that maxim which can will as a universal law.” This means that what I consider doing, it must be something that I can will or accept that all do (universal); it is replacing individual preferences with purely universal terms.

1st Categorical Imperative is a decision procedure for moral reasoning.  

4 Steps:

1.
Formulate a maxim that enshrines your reasoning for acting as you propose.

2.
Recast maxim as universal law of nature governing all rational agents-all people will act upon.

3.
Consider whether your maxim is even conceivable in a world governed by this law of nature.

4.
Ask whether you would or could rationally will to act on this maxim in such a world.

B.
2nd form of Categorical Imperative: “Always treat humanity, whether in your own person or that of another, never simply as a means but always at the same time as an end.” This means that every person has intrinsic value & that humanity is a limit or constraint on our action.
C.
“All maxims as proceeding from our own law-making ought to harmonize with a possible kingdom of ends as  a kingdom of nature." Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, 4:436/104.

1.
Think of ourselves as members of a society of beings whose permissible ends are to be respected.

2.  
Test our maxims by asking, whether, supposing the maxims were natural laws, there would be a society of that kind.  In other words, we are obligated to act only by maxims which would harmonize a possible kingdom of ends.

3. 
We have a perfect duty not to act by maxims that create incoherent or impossible states of natural affairs when we attempt to universalize them;

4.
We have an imperfect duty not to act by maxims that promote unstable or greatly undesirable states of affairs.

5.
Kant seems to assume that those who apply the categorical imperative to their maxims will come out with answers that agree when the maxims tested are alike.  

D.
In sum, the Categorical Imperative requires that I act only on maxims that I can will as universal law.  The categorical imperative is supposed to give us a test for maxims. Maxim is the is “subjective principle of an action.”  The principle of an action is that prescription from which the action follows. If the maxim meets the test, the action that follows from it has moral worth; if the maxim does not meet it, the action does not have moral worth.  

E.
Perfect Duties:  Perfect duties are absolutes & necessary; they conform to the categorical imperative (e.g., we can and should absolutely refrain from making false or lying promises).

F.
Imperfect Duties: Are those duties that don’t whole heartily conform to the categorical imperative.
G. Advantages:

1.
Fairness, Consistency, and morally equal treatment of all people for they are intrinsically valuable.

2.
Emphasizes the Law of Non-contradiction; we would not will anything that is not rational.

3.
Emphasizes doing what is morally right (it is our duty).
4.
It is universally binding and Impartial for in order for an action to 


Be morally permissible, we should be able to will it for all.

H. Criticisms:

1.          No clear way to resolve moral duties when they come into conflict with each other.

2.          Deontological ethics are consequential moral systems in disguise enshrined in customs and law have been known to give the best consequences.

3.          Do not readily allow for gray areas because they are based on absolutes.

4.          Which duties qualify given time or location:  Are old duties still valid?

5.          Human welfare and misery:  Some principles may result in a clash with what is best for human welfare & prescribe actions which cause human misery.

6.          Rule worship:  The refusal to break a generously beneficial rule in those areas in which it is not most beneficial is rule worship.

7.          Exclusive focus on “rationality” ignores our relations to & with other human beings.

                    I.       John Mill and Bentham:
                             1.
Higher pleasures: "pleasures of the intellect, ...relating to our feelings and imagination"; also those relating to our moral values. 

2.             Lower pleasures: bodily and physical pleasures 

3.         Inferior type: persons who find enjoyment by indulging in the lower pleasures (88-89) 


4.           Superior type: persons who find enjoyment by indulging in the higher pleasures. 

5.
Altruism: personal sacrifice; "putting other's interests before one's own" 

6.
Greatest Happiness Principle:  “Acts are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness (intended pleasure), wrong as they tend to produce the reverse of happiness” (pain and privation of pleasure).   Cultural, intellectual, & spiritual pleasures are of greater value than mere physical pleasure, because the former would be valued more highly by competent judges than the latter. A competent judge, according to Mill, is anyone who has experienced both the lower pleasures and the higher.
7.
Mill reaffirmed though developed the hedonistic theory of Bentham from strict hedonistic path by saying that some kinds of pleasure, whatever their quantity, are intrinsically superior to others.

.

8.
Pleasures differ from each other qualitatively as well as quantitatively, a “higher” pleasure being intrinsically better than a “lower” pleasure.” “It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a fool satisfied.”  Bentham treats all forms of happiness as equal: “a pushpin is as good as opera.”  But Mill contends, Some desires are primitive:  others the result of experience, training, self-discipline, & special associations.

9.
Mill was an advocate of rule utilitarianism:  you obey those rules which experience has shown will produce the greatest happiness of the greatest number.  When you always know what people will do you get predictability and security.

10.
We ought to choose the action which looks most likely to produce most happiness.  In order to do so we should usually be guided by those general rules which have been formulated as a result of the long experience of men in society:  The beliefs that have come down are the rules of morality for the multitude, and or the philosopher, until he has succeeded in finding better.”  A rule is valid only because it passes the utilitarian test.
11.
Although Mill was heavily influenced by Bentham, there are two specific points of the latter's utilitarian theory that are rejected in Mill's version: 

12.
Mill did not regard all pleasures equally. He made a distinction between higher and lower pleasures. 
13.
Mill rejects Bentham's hedonic calculus because he believes that pleasures and pains are incommensurable.

14.
Higher pleasures are such because they: offer a sense of human dignity, 

offer greater permanency, safety, and un-costliness, and challenge us to develop our intellectual capabilities. 


15
The only persons qualified to judge the relative merit of pleasures are those acquainted with the higher pleasures. Mill inserts this qualification so that his ethics can overcome the charge the it is an ethics for pigs and because he argues that anyone who is acquainted with both types or pleasures will certainly affirm the superiority of the higher type. 

16.
Human Suffering: Mill argues that "we have ... a moral duty to prevent or to reduce to human suffering.“

17.
Selfishness and a want of mental cultivation are the greatest causes of unhappiness.

18.
Individuals who have not taken the time to develop their intellectual capabilities are unlikely to share the view that the improvement of the human condition is of paramount importance.

19.
On Democracy:

   Although he favored democracy, Mill sees the possibility for domination of the minority by the majority under a strict system of "mob rule.“

Accordingly, Mill argues that safeguards be put in place to protect the interests and viewpoints of minorities in the political process. Note that the term minority is not meant to denote racial minorities, but rather all types of political and social minorities that do not share majority/mainstream views.

 20.         Advantages of Utilitarianism

1. Banishes mystery from realm of ethics (questions become engineering problems)

2. We have a clear practical method of resolving moral ethical views.

3. Pleasure and pain are important considerations even we can’t capture it all.

4. Public policy.

  21.       Critique:

1. Lacks any moral component;

2. Can’t determine full range of consequences

3. How much good outweighs evil (quantification problem)

4. Outrageous and horrific acts could be justified

5. Taking responsibility for far-reaching problems

6. Unable to explain what is wrong with a wrong action (obliging stranger who cooks himself in an oven).

7. People naturally choose a Kantian type principles over consequentialism

8. Psychologically False (Nozick’s pleasure machine).

9. Fails to acknowledge individual rights that can’t be violated

10. Utilitarians themselves are divided on the “calculas.”
