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THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS

“He who had died came out…” ~ John 11:44

JOHN 11:1-44

In the11th chapter of John we see a scene very familiar to ours today.  Friends and family of Lazarus had gathered together.  In shock and in pain they struggle to come to grips with the loss of one so dear to them.  Some even felt that he had died as a result of neglect.  Jesus had healed so many, but this close friend, Lazarus, had become sick when Jesus was inconveniently out of town.  The dream of a miracle was over-the Healer was too far away.
Although that is how reality seemed to the people of Bethany-that was not the truth of the situation at all.  By His very nature, God is omnipresent.  He never neglects.  His all-seeing eye has never missed anything.  And His beloved Son, even as their tears fell, was taking careful steps to arrive at the scene precisely on time and teach people of that day and in all generations to come an important lesson about life and death, and even more importantly, about Himself.  
Jesus knew that this was going to be a miracle that no one could deny or explain away.  Lazarus had been smote by the final enemy.  Death is the reality that we all must pause at times to consider.  
We are all here for an appointed time-a number of days.  It’s a painful thought for many, and we try to change the subject.  But where we meet today, and where Mary and Martha and friends of Lazarus found themselves that day demands that the subject for the moment cannot be changed. The stinging pain of loss is undeniable and makes us grope for comfort now and hope for the defeat of death.  We, as they in Bethany, realize our powerlessness against this beast.

When Jesus arrives, He understands all the struggles they are experiencing.  He knows the pain they each feel.  Death hurts him too.  Since He was (and is), eternally One with God the Father, He saw death enter into the world with Adam and Eve’s first sin.  He saw suffering begin and heard the “groanings” of His creation as a result of the Fall.  No one understands death better than the God-Man of Nazareth that looked upon the tomb of Lazarus.  What should he say?  What would be most appropriate? Jesus looked into the eyes of Lazarus’ sister, Martha, and spoke the answer to the greatest dilemma of all time.  He made a claim that no man in history could speak-none before and none after.  He gave a promise that demanded proof.  Listen closely to some of the greatest words every spoken:  John 11:25-26
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe this?

For any other man to speak this would be blasphemous.  A resurrection is humanly impossible.  The only records of resurrection have been through the O.T. prophets who were simply the messengers of the one True God, Yahweh.  Only He had the power to resurrect-to bring back to life that which has lost the final breath.  Only God Himself could claim to BE the resurrection.  Only the Great I AM.  Yet here Jesus said it and all who stood near heard it clearly- “I AM the resurrection.”  
In the entire statement, Jesus repeats and connects three words carefully-live, die, and believe.  He said those who believe in Him who die-live!  And those who live and believe in Him-do Not die.

The burning questions that bond all of humanity are answered at this moment-


What about death?


What does it mean to die?


What does it mean to live?


How can I live beyond death?

He answers them all very clearly and says that it all hangs on the question of-What do you believe?  Or really, rather, “IN WHOM DO YOU BELIEVE?  Never in this verse does he leave it at-“Just believe!”  No, he says, “believe in Me.” 

Why Him-why a man who showed up four days late with words that make a claim to Oneness with God.  If He could claim victory over death, He had better prove it!  Most of us know the rest of the story.  Without tricks or magic potions or strange words, in only the quietness of the moment and with spectators watching closely, Jesus asks for the stone to be moved and commands his friend to come forth.  Indeed the man once dead was alive again in a body healed.  All were indeed amazed.   This was beyond an explanation.  The reality that they knew had been reversed, altered, miraculously changed because one man-proving Himself to be the One true God, had exhibited authority over the Beast of Death.


Death is swallowed up in victory.


O Death, where is your sting?


O Hades, where is your victory?

But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

But Lazarus death and resurrection did not bring salvation to anyone-it only proved Christ’s authority over life and death.  Our hope rests in the finished work that involves the death and resurrection of Jesus Himself.  Because of our sin, a sacrifice was demanded.  At the cross, Jesus was given the punishment for sin that all of us deserved.  His death was my penalty.  He endured the wrath of God against sin in my place so that the believer in Jesus Christ could be justly forgiven.
But we know death could not hold Him.  He, being God in the flesh, bodily rose again-securing the hope for us that we, too, will not be held by the grip of death.  Just as He lives-so shall we.

But let’s step back to Bethany once more and look at the final statement that Jesus uses as the one and only condition to receive the hope of resurrection and life.  After he lays out the promise of all time, the answer to the greatest of human dilemmas, He gives Martha and all of us a burning question-Do you believe this?

The Bible is clear-there is no other name given under Heaven by which we can be saved.   By the grace of God, Louise had an encounter with Jesus and believed.  By His grace, she lives today-not by any works of righteousness that she had done for she realized that she could never be good enough for salvation.  Rather, she placed her faith into the hands of a living, eternally, perfectly good God, who died on the cross for her sins and bodily rose again.    As a result of receiving this love-gift of eternal salvation in the empty arms of faith, she is in the presence of God, looking into the Face of the Good Shepherd, Her Friend, Her Protector, Her Savior, and Her Lord.

Don’t allow eternal death to take you.  The beast has been defeated, the victory has been secured. While you have air to breathe, you have an opportunity to place your trust in Jesus Christ by believing that He is God, who died on the cross for your sins and rose again. Your past can be redeemed, your present will make sense, and future will be secure.
Let’s not meet here in vain, let’s seize the opportunity to intimately know Jesus.  He is the resurrection and the life!
