
 Lecture 10:  Jesus Christ:  Liar, Lunatic, or God?
What would we expect if God became a man?

“Apologetics does not dominate our message; it undergirds our message.  Argument doesn’t save people, but it certainly clears the obstacles so they can take a direct look at the Cross.”
~ Ravi Zacharias

LAST TIME… 
We began our presentation by examining the resurrection of Jesus Christ using two apologetic approaches.  The first approach presumes the authority and reliability of Scripture (the Gospels are authentic, the Text of the Gospels is pure; The Apostles were neither deceivers nor deceived) and thus, on that basis of the Bible, Jesus rose bodily from the dead.  The second approach uses a cumulative evidential, historical method whereby we examine three historical events: (1) the fact of the empty tomb, (2) the fact of Jesus resurrection appearances, (3) the origin and historical fact of the idea of or belief in a single bodily resurrection.  Thus, taken all the evidence together from these three accounts, the best explanation is that Jesus of Nazareth indeed rose from the dead.  We also gleaned from 1 Corinthians 15:1-7 and critiqued 9 false theories on the resurrection of Jesus Christ by people who do not accept the plain teaching of the Bible.  The normative claim of Scripture is that Jesus rose bodily from the dead, showed himself to his disciples, and later ascended into heaven.     If Jesus historically rose bodily from the dead, then His claims are vindicated and our Christian hope is secure; if Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead, our faith is futile. 

THIS TIME…

We will be examining the deity of Jesus Christ by answering this one question:

How would humanity know that some man claiming to be God really was God?  Other related questions are, “So, if God entered human history and walked among us as a man, what traces of His presence would we expect to find?  How would we know that He had really been here in human form?”   In order to answer this question we will proceed by considering (1) eight expectations we might expect if God became a man (2) and conclude with the classic trilemma formula-argument offered by C.S. Lewis regarding the identity of Jesus Christ.

LET’S REVIEW:
Step 1:

Truth about reality is knowable (undeniable).

Step 2:

The opposite of true is false.

Step 3:

It is true that the theistic God exists. 




This is evidenced by the following:




-
Beginning of the universe (Cosmological argument).




-
Design of the universe (Teleological argument)




-
Design of life (Teleological Argument)




-
Moral Law (Moral Argument)




-
Religious Need Argument




-
Joy Argument




-
Innate Idea Argument

Step 4:

If God exists, then miracles are possible.




-
Criteria for Miracles




-
Proof for Miracles

Step 5:

Miracles can be used to confirm a message from God.

Step 6:

The New Testament is historically reliable.

-
External Proofs (e.g., historical, archeological, manuscript evidence; uniqueness:  continuity; survivability; circulation translation).

-
Internal Proofs (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21; Matt. 5:17-18; John 10:34-35; 2 Peter 3:15-16; John 14:26; 15:26; What the Bible Says…God Says; Jesus view of O.T.; Extent of Biblical Authority; fulfillment of biblical prophecy).

Step 7:

The New Testament says Jesus claimed to be God.




-
John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Phil. 2:5-11




-
Eternal (John 1:1; 8:58; 17:5)




-
Omnipresent Matt. 28:20; Eph. 1:23)




-
Omniscient (John 16:30; 21:17)




-
Omnipotent (John 5:19)




-
Immutable (Heb. 1:12; 13:8)




-
He forgives sin (Mat. 9:2; Luke 7:47)




-
He raises the deaf (John 5:25; 11:25)




-
He executes judgment (John 5:22)




-
He is identified with Yahweh (John 8:58)




-
Possesses Divine Names such as:






Alpha and Omega (Rev. 22:13)






I am (John 8:58)






Immanuel (Matt. 1:22)






Son of Man (Matt. 9:6; 12:8)






Lord (Matt. 7:21; Luke 1:43)






Son of God (John 10:36)






God (John 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1)

-
Possesses Divine Relations (Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3)

-
He is one with the Father (John 10:31)

-
Accepts Divine Worship (Matt. 14:33; 28:9; John 20:28-29)

Step 8:

Jesus’ claim to be God was miraculously confirmed by:

-
His fulfillment of many prophecies about Himself;

-
His sinless and miraculous life;

-
His prediction and accomplishment of His resurrection.

Step 9:

Therefore, Jesus is God.

Step 10:
Whatever Jesus (who is God) teaches is true.

Step 11:
Jesus taught that the Bible is the Word of God.
-
Divine authority - Matt. 4:4, 7, 10




-
Indestructibility -  Matt.  5:17-18




-
Unbreakability - John 10:35




-
Ultimate Supremacy - Matt. 15:3,6




-
 Factual Inerrancy – Matt. 22:29; John 17:17




-
Historical Reliability – Matt. 12:40, 24:37-38




-
Scientific Accuracy – Matt. 19:4-5; John 3:12.


Step 12:
Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God (and anything opposed to it is false).



-
John 3:16



-
Rom. 3:25

-
Gal. 3:13

-
Eph. 2:8-9

-
Rom. 4:5; 5
1.  If God became a man…
A. Have an utterly unique entrance into human history.

B. Be without evil and sin.
C. Use supernatural powers to do great and noble deeds.

D. Live perfectly than any human who has ever lived.

E. Speak the greatest words ever spoken.

F. Have an enduring and universal influence.

G. Overcome humanity’s most pervasive and feared enemy-physical death. 

H. Conquer sin and evil.

I. Satisfy the spiritual hunger in humanity.
Question:  Did Jesus’ earthly ministry clearly exhibit all eight of these expectations?
A.
Have An Utterly Unique Entrance into Human History:

Fulfillment of Bible Prophecy:  a unique convergence of events:

a. Born of a woman (Gen. 3:15; cf. Gal. 4:4)

b. Born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14; cf. Matt. 1:21f)

c. The seed of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3 and 22:18; cf. Matt. 1:1 and Gal. 3:16).

d. Of the Tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:0; cf. Luke 3:23, 33, and Heb. 7:14)

e. A descendant of David (2 Sam. 7:12 cf; Matt. 1:1).
f. Christ’s birth announced to Mary by the angel Gabriel (1:26-38).
g. Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; cf. Matt. 2:1 and Luke 2:4-7).

h. Anointed by the Holy Spirit (Isa. 11:2; cf. Matt. 3:16-17).
i. Birth announced by angels to shepherd (2:8-20)

j. 3 wise men (Magi) came to Bethlehem from the east bearing kingly gifts, identifying a star with the arrival of the King of the Jews (Matt. 2:2).
k. Heralded by a messenger (Isa. 40:3 and Matt. 3:1; cf. Matt. 3:1-2).
l. Zacharias prophecies God’s promise of raising up a horn of salvation for Israel in the house of His servant David (Luke 1:68-79).

m. Simeon’s sees salvation as he gazes upon the young infant and proclaims that He sees salvation which includes both Jew and Gentiles (Luke 1:25-35).

n. Messiah would also come from Egypt (Hos. 11:1 cf. Matt. 2:14-15).
These prophecies were written at least 400 years before Jesus Christ.  To be sure, it is humanly impossible to make clear, repeated, and accurate predictions 400 years in the future.  Notwithstanding, in a theistic universe, fulfillment of prophecy is possible; God uses prophecy to make an astounding entrance into human history.

 
B.
Be without Evil and Sin:
The very nature of Christ’s life demonstrates his claim to deity because to live a truly sinless life would be a momentous accomplishment, but to claim to be God and offer a single life as evidence is another matter.


1.
Jesus’ view of Himself:
a. Jesus asked a hostile crowd, “Which of you convicts Me of Sin?”  (John 8:46).

He received no answer.  When He invited them to accuse Him, He stayed and bore their scrutiny and was found innocent.  He could encourage such a public examination because He was without sin.

b.   “I always do those things that please Him” (John 8:29)—namely, His heavenly   Father.  Jesus apparently lived in unbroken communion with God.

c.   Consider….Christ’s self-conscious purity is astonishing.  It is totally unlike the experience of other believers in God.  Every Christian knows that the closer he or she approaches God, the more aware he or she becomes of his or her sin.  However, with Christ this was never the case for He lived more closely to God the Father anyone else and yet was free from all sense of sin.  In Jesus earthly ministry we have the following:

1.
No trace of regret.

2.
No trace of hint of second thoughts.
3.
No sorrow for shortcomings.

4.
No trace of guilt.



      5.    No account of confession of sin.



      6.    No account of offering a sacrifice.



     Yet He clearly taught the following:

1. Think of yourself as a sinner.

2. Human heart is evil.

3. Confess your sin.

4. Flee from sin.

2. The witness of His Friends (1 Peter 1:19, 2:22; 1 John 3:5):

a. Throughout the Bible the inconsistencies of people are revealed.  In fact, none of the great Jewish heroes such as Moses, the Hebrews’ greatest deliverer, and David, Israel’s greatest king, are presented without blemish.  Even in the N.T. we have accounts of the shortcomings of the apostles.  However, nowhere do we have the disciples, who lived in close contact with Jesus Christ most of the time every day of His three-and-a-half year ministry in a historical Jewish context that emphasized human sinfulness and the need for God’s redemptive work.  Thus, it is amazing that in their close contact of Him, they never saw in Him the sins they saw in themselves.

b.  Jesus closest disciples attest to Jesus being without sin:

1. 1 Peter 1:19:  “but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

2. 1 Peter 2:22:  “who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth.”

3. 1 John 3:5:  “And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin.”

a.    In John’s first epistle the apostle says that if anyone declares himself to be without sin, he is a liar and he is calling God a liar also. However, John also gave testimony to the sinless character of Jesus when he said that in Christ “there is no sin” (1 John 3:5).

c.    Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Christ, recognized the Lord’s righteousness and feel into deep remorse, confessing, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood” (Matt. 27:3-4).
d.   The apostle Paul bore witness of Jesus’ sinlessness, stating:

“For He [God] made Him [Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).

3.
The witness of His enemies:

a. One of the men crucified with Jesus testified to His sinlessness.  In Luke 23:41, one thief rebuked the other one, saying, “This Man has done nothing wrong.”

b. Pilate found Jesus innocent of charges brought before him by the Jewish religious leaders, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people.  And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him” (Luke 23:14).  Then even after the angry mob cried out for Jesus’ death, Pilate asked, incredulous, “Why, what evil has He done?  I have found no reason for death in Him” (Luke 23:22).
c. The Roman centurion standing near Jesus’ cross declared, “Certainly this man was innocent” (Luke 23:47).

d. Jesus’ enemies frequently brought accusations against Him in any attempt to convict Him of wrong.  But they never succeed in making their case.  In fact, the Gospel of Mark gives four of these criticisms (Mark 2:1-3:6).

1.
Jesus enemies accused Him of blasphemy because He had forgiven a man’s sin.  However, if Jesus was divine He had the authority and power to grant forgiveness.

2. Enemies were appalled by Jesus’ associations with the “unclean” sinners, publicans, prostitutes, and the like.  Many of the religious leaders thought righteous people should avoid contact with such wicked people.  Jesus answered this charge by referring to Himself as a physician come to heal sinners (Mark 2:17).

3.
Jesus was accused of practicing a water-down version of Judaism because He and his disciples did not fast like the Pharisees did.  Jesus responded by saying that as long as He was with the disciples, there was no need for them to fast.  But once He was gone, fasting would become one of their practices.

4.
Jesus critics tried to find fault with Him because He broke their traditions against working on the Sabbath when He healed people and picked grain on that holy day.  Jesus, however, defended himself by pointing out the fallacies of His critics’ traditions.  To be sure, Jesus was submissive to the law of God.  On the other hand, because He was “Lord of the Sabbath,” He chose to disobey human traditions that actually undermined the accurate interpretation and original intent of the Mosaic Law.

3. The witness of history:
Jesus’ faultless life has captured the hearts and minds of people from all works of life for over 2,000 years.  It has stood up to critical, profound scrutiny from brilliant scholars and harsh critics alike. His innocence has even made its way into other religious books such as the Koran.  The Koran records in Mary V. 19, that Jesus, would be “without fault.”

Scholar Wilbur Smith writes:

“The outstanding characteristic of Jesus in His earthly ministry was the one in which all of us acknowledge we fall so short, and yet which at the same time all men recognize as the most priceless characteristic any man can have, namely, absolute goodness, or, to phrase it otherwise, perfect purity, genuine holiness, and in the case of Jesus, nothing less than sinlessness.”



French deist Jacques Rousseau:

“When Plato described his imaginary righteous man, loaded with all the punishments of guilt, yet meriting the highest rewards of virtue, he describes exactly the character of Jesus Christ.”

Philosopher and skeptic John Stuart Mill:

“About the life and sayings of Jesus thee is a stamp of personal originality combined with profundity of insight into the very first rank of men sublime genius of whom our species can boast.  When this pre-eminent genius is combined with the qualities of probably the greatest moral reformer and martyr to that mission who ever existed upon earth, religion cannot be said to have made a bad choice in pitching upon this man as the ideal representative guide of humanity; nor even now would it be easy, even for an unbeliever, to find a better translation of the rule of virtue from the abstract into the concrete than to endeavour to live so that Christ would approve of our life.

C.
Use Supernatural means to do great and Noble Deeds: 
Jesus’ miracles demonstrated a great variety of power over nature, disease, demons, creation, and even death:



a.
Miracles of Physical Healing:



- A leper (Matt. 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-15)




- A paralytic (Matt. 9:2-8; Mark 2:3-12; Luke 5:18-26)




- Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-31)




- A nobleman’s son (John 4:46-53)




- Physical infirmity (John 5:1-9)




- A withered hand (Matt. 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11)




- Deafness and dumbness (Mark 7:31-37)

- Blindness at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-25; in Jerusalem    (John 9); Bartimaeus    (Mark 10:46-52)




- Ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19)




- Malchus’s severed ear (Luke 22:47-51)




- Hemorrhage (Matt. 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48)

- Dropsy (water retained in the body which leads to swollen limbs) (Luke 14).

b. Miracles in the Natural, Physical Realm:

- Water converted to wine at Cana (John 2:1-11)

- Stilling of a storm (Matt. 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25)

- Multiplying food:  

5, 000 people fed (Matt. 14:15-21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 19:11-17; John 6:1-14); 

4, 000 fed (Matt. 15:32-39; Mark 8:1-9)




- Walking on water (Matt. 14:22, 23; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:19)




- Money from a fish (Matt. 17:24-27)




- Fig tree dried up (Matt. 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14)

c. Miracles of Raising the dead:

- Jairus’s daughter (Matt. 9:18-26; Mark 5:35-43; Luke 8:41-56)

- Widow’s son (Luke 7:11-15)
- Lazarus of Bethany (John 11:44)
“The motive and scope of the Lord’s miracles recorded in the Gospels are ever the same.  The notice of the miracles are scattered up and down over the Gospels.  But when they are considered in relation to each other, we discover in them an undersigned unity.  Together they cover the whole ground of our Lord’s work as the Saviour, renewing each element in man’s complex being and restoring peace in the physical order.  They are not presented in the Gospels as primarily designed to enhance His dignity and His power.  If they had been the invention of pious fancy, yearning to illustrate by imposing stories of His greatness and His glory, it is a moral impossibility that this subtle unity of purpose should have been so consistently and so unobtrusively observed.”  ~ Quote by F. C. Chase in John Rice’s, Is Jesus God?  4th rev. ed. (Murfreesboro, Tenn.:  Sword of the Lord, 1966), 404.
D.
Live Perfectly than any Human has ever Lived:

 To truly live a sinless life is something that God can only do.
1. Jesus once challenged his accusers, “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46), but no one was able to find him guilty of anything.

2. Luke 23:4 by Pilate:  “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”

3. Luke 23:47 by Roman Centurion, “Surely this was a righteous man.”
4. Luke 23:41, by thief on the cross, “this man has done nothing wrong.” 
5. Peter called Christ, “a lamb without blemish or defect” in 1 Peter 1:19;“no deceit was found in his mouth”(1 Peter 2:22).

6. John called him, “Jesus Christ, the Righteous One” (1 John 2:1cf. 3:7).
7.
Paul expressed that Christ “had no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21).
8.
Writer of Hebrews states that Jesus was tempted as man, “yet was without sin” (4:15).

9.
He forbid retaliation upon his enemies (Matt. 5:38-42).

Let’s compare two religious founders, their teachings, & their followers:  Jesus Christ vs. Mohammad:  
Mohammad, the founder of Islam, one of the fastest growing religions, claimed to be the last of the prophets of God, the culmination of God’s prophetic words to humanity, the seal of the prophets (Sura 33:40).  In a well-known hadith, Muhammad states his uniqueness this way:  “I have been sent to all mankind; and the prophets have been sealed with me.”
  Therefore, let’s compare the character of both Jesus to Mohammad (A.D. 570-632):

1.
Mohammad was the prophet of war; Christ is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7).

2.
Mohammad’s disciples killed for the faith; Christ’s disciples were killed for their faith (Acts 12:2; 2 Tim. 4:7).
3.
Mohammad promoted persecution against the “infidels”; Christ forgave and converted the chief persecutor, Saul who became the apostle Paul. (1 Tim. 1:13-15).
4.
Mohammad was the taker of life; Christ was the giver of life (John 10:27-28).

5.
Mohammad and his fellow warriors murdered thousands; Christ murdered none but saved many (compare John 12:48).

6.
Mohammad’s method was COMPULSION; Christ’s aim was voluntary CONVERSION (Acts 3:19).

7.
Mohammad practiced FORCE; Christ preached FAITH (John 6:29, 35).
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Mohammad was a WARRIOR; Christ is a DELIVERER (Col. 1:13; 1 Thess.1:10).

9.
Mohammad conquered his enemies with the sword; Christ conquered his enemies with another kind of sword, the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God (Heb. 4:12; Acts 2:37).

10.
Mohammad said to the masses, “Convert or die!”; Christ said, “Believe and live!” (John 6:47; 11:25-26).

11.
Mohammad was swift to shed blood (Rom. 3:15-17); Christ shed His own blood for the salvation of many (Eph. 1:7).

12.
Mohammad preached “Death to the infidels!”; Christ prayed “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

13.
Mohammad declared a holy war (Jihad) against infidels; Christ achieved a holy victory on Calvary’s cross (Col. 2:14-15) and His followers share in that victory (John 16:33).

14.
Mohammad constrained people by conquest; Christ constrained people by love (2 Cor. 5:14).

15.
Modern terrorists derive their inspiration from Mohammad and carry out their despicable atrocities in the name of his god Allah; devout Christians derive their inspiration from the One who said, “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9).

16.
Some modern day disciples of Mohammad responded to the terrorist attacks by cheering in the streets; modern day disciples of Christ are deeply grieved at past atrocities carried out by those who were “Christians” in name only (the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, etc.).

17.
Many Muslims are peaceful and peace-loving because they do not strictly follow the teachings of their founder; many Christians are peaceful and peace-loving because they do strictly follow the teachings of their Founder (Rom. 12:17-21).

18.
Mohammad called upon his servants to fight; Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world; if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight . . .but now is My kingdom not from here” (John 18:36)

19.
Mohammad ordered death to the Jews (see A.Guillaume, The Life of Muhammad, Oxford University Press [1975], p. 369); Christ ordered that the gospel be preached “to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16).

20.
The Koran says, “Fight in the cause of Allah” (Qu’ran 2.244); the Bible says, “we wrestle not against flesh and blood” and “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (Eph. 6:12; 2 Cor. 10:4).

21.
The Koran says, “Fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them” (Qu’ran 9.5); Christ said, “Preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).

22.
The Koran says, “I will inspire terror into the hearts of unbelievers” (Qu’ran 8.12); God inspires His terror (fear, reverential awe) into the hearts of believers (Isaiah 8:13).

23.
The Koran (Qu’ran) is a terrorist manual which condones fighting, conflict, terror, slaughter, and genocide against those who do not accept Islam; the Bible is a missionary manual to spread the gospel of peace to all the world (Rom. 10:15).

24.
Mohammad’s Mission was to conquer the world for Allah; Christ’s mission was to conquer sin’s penalty and power by substitutionary atonement (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18).

25.
Mohammad considered Christ a good prophet; Christ pronounced Mohammad to be a false prophet (John 10:10; Matt. 24:11).

26.
Mohammad claimed that there was but one God, Allah; Christ claimed that He Himself was God (John 10:30-31; John 8:58-59; John 5:18; John 14:9).

There really is no comparison:

Consider these observations regarding Jesus Christ:
Philip Schaff

“His zeal never degenerated into passion, nor His constancy into obsession, nor His benevolence into weakness, nor His tenderness into sentimentality.  His unworldliness was free from indifference and unsociability, His dignity from pride and presumption, His affectability from undue familiarity, His self-denial from moroseness, His temperance from austerity.  He combined child-like innocency with manly strength, absorbing devotion to God with untiring interest in the welfare of man, tender love to the sinner with uncompromising severity against sin, commanding dignity with winning humility, fearless courage with wise caution, unyielding firmness with sweet gentleness.”

Carnegie Simpson:

“Instinctively we do not class Him with others.  When one reads His name in a list beginning with Confucius and ending with Goethe we feel it is an offense less against orthodoxy than against decency.  Jesus is not one of the group of the world’s great.  Talk about Alexander the Great and Charles the Great and Napoleon the Great if you will…Jesus is apart.  He is not the Great; He is the Only.  He is simply Jesus.  Nothing could add to that…He is beyond our analyses.  He confounds our canons of human nature.  He compels our criticism to overleap itself.  He awes our spirits.  There is the saying of Charles Lamb… that ‘if Shakespeare was to come into this room we should all rise up to meet him, but if that Person [i.e., Jesus] was to come into it, we should all fall down and try to kiss the hem of his garment.”

Napoleon Bonaparte:

“I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man.  Between Him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison.  Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires.  But on what did we rest the creations of our genius?  Upon force.  Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die for Him.”

Philosopher J. Rousseau:

“Can the Gospels relate be Himself a man?  What sweetness, what purity in His manners!  What effecting goodness in His instructions!  What sublimity in His maxims!  What profound wisdom in His discourses!  What presence of mind, what ingenuity of justice in His replies!  Yes, if the life and death of Socrates are those of a philosopher, the life and death of Jesus Christ are those of a God.”

E.
Jesus spoke the greatest words ever spoken:
Jesus himself states, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (Luke 21:33).  In fact, it was very common for the crowds who heard him to be “astonished at His teaching” (Luke 4:32).  Even the Roman officer exclaimed, “No on ever spoke like this Man!” (John 7:46).

1. Well stated by Bernard Ramm:

“Statistically speaking, the Gospels are the greatest literature ever written.  They are read by more people, quoted by more authors, translated into more tongues, represented in more art, set to more music, than any other book or books written by any man in any century in any land.  But the words of Christ are not great on the grounds that they have such a statistical edge over anybody else’s words.  They are read more, quoted more, loved more, believed more, and translated more because they are the greatest words ever spoken.  And where is their greatness?  Their greatness lies in the pure, lucid spirituality in dealing clearly, definitively, and authoritatively with the greatest problems that throb in the human breast; namely, Who is God?  Does He love Me?  What should I do to please Him?  How does He look at my sin?  How must I treat others?  No other man’s words have the appeal of Jesus’ words because no other man can answer these fundamental human questions as Jesus answered them.  They are the kind of words and the kind of answers we would expect God to give, and we who believe in Jesus deity have no problem as to why these words came from His mouth.”

F.
Have an Enduring and Everlasting Influence:
1. Historian Philip Schaff comments:

This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammad, and Napoleon; without science and learning, He shed more light on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as were never spoken before or since and produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a single line, He set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned volume, works of art, and songs of praise, than the whole army of great  men of ancient and modern times.”

2. Anonymous statement:

Nearly 2000 years ago in an obscure village, a child was born of a lowly woman. He grew up in another village where He worked as a carpenter. When He was about 30 He taught and preached. This Man never went to college or seminary. He never wrote a book. He never held public office. He never had a family. He never traveled over 200 miles from His birthplace. While only in His 30's He was sentenced to death on a cross between two thieves. His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had--the simple coat He had worn. His body was laid in a borrowed grave. Three days later this Man arose from the dead--living proof that He was, as He had claimed, the Saviour whom God had sent, the Incarnate Son of God. Nineteen centuries [now twenty] have come and gone and today the risen Lord Jesus Christ is the central figure of the human race. On our calendars His birth divides history into two eras. One day of every week is set aside in remembrance of Him. Our two most important holidays celebrate His birth and resurrection. This one Man's life has furnished the theme for more songs, books, poems, and paintings than any other person or event in history. Thousands of colleges, hospitals, orphanages and other institutions have been founded in honor of this One who gave His life for us. All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the governments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned have not changed the course of history as much as this One Solitary Life. 

G. Overcomes Humanity’s Most Pervasive and Feared Enemy-Death as prophesied in Scripture (Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12):
1.
His suffering and death:

a.
Rejection by Jews and Gentiles:  Psalm 2:1; 22:12; 41:5; 56:5 69:8; 118:22, 23; Isaiah 6:9-10; 8:14; 29:13; 53:1; 65:2.

7. Persecution:  Psalms 22:6; 35:7, 12; 56:5; 71:10; 109:2; Isa. 49:7; 53:3.

8. Triumphal entry into Jerusalem:  Psalms 8:2; 119:25-26; Zechariah 9:9.

9. Betrayal by own friend:  Psalm 41:9; 55:13; Zechariah 13:6.

10. Betrayal for thirty pieces of silver:  Zechariah 11:12.

11. Betrayer’s death:  Psalm 55:15, 23; 109:17.

12. Purchase of Potter’s field:  Zechariah 11:13.

13. Desertion by disciples:  Zechariah 13:7.

14. False accusation:  Psalm 2:1-2; 27:12; 35:11; 109:2.

15. Silence under accusation:  Psalm 38:13; Isaiah 53:7.

16. Mocking:  Psalms 22:7-8, 16; 109:25.

17. Insults, buffeting, spitting, scourging:  Psalm 35:15, 21; Isa. 50:6.


18. Patience under suffering:  Isaiah 53:7-9.

19. Crucifixion:  Psalm 22:14, 17.

20. Offer of gall and vinegar:  Psalm 69:21.

21. Prayer for enemies:  Psalm:  109:4.

22. Cries upon the Cross:  Psalms 22:1; 31:5.

23. Death in prime of life:  Psalms 89:45; 102:24.

24. Death with malefactors:  Isaiah 53:9, 12.

25. Death attested by convulsions of nature:  Amos 5:20; Zechariah 14:4-6.

26. Casting lots for garments:  Psalm 22:18.

27. Bones not to be broken:  Psalm 34:20;

28. Piercing:  Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10; 13:6.

29. Voluntary death:  Psalm 40:6-8.

30. Vicarious suffering:  Isaiah 53:4-6, 12; Daniel 9:26.

31. Burial with the rich:  Isaiah 53:9.

2.
His Resurrection:  Psalm 2:7; 16:8-100; 30:3; 41:10; 118:17.

a.
1 Corinthians 15:1-7:
vv. 15:5-8:
The risen Christ appeared to more than 500 witnesses, including Paul.


3.
His Ascension:  Psalm 16:11; 24:7; 68:18; 110:1; 118:19.

H.
       Satisfy Spiritual Hunger within Humanity:

“God has shaped a peculiar vacuum inside us-a vacuum shaped like God.  Nothing satisfies that vacuum except God Himself.  You can put money, homes, wealth, power, fame, or anything you want into the vacuum, but it doesn’t fit.  Only God fills it, fits it and satisfies it.” 
 ~ Paul H. Johnston

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled (Matt. 5:6)

If anyone thirsts, let Him come to Me and drink (John 7:37).

Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life (John 4:13-14).
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 14:27).

I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst (John 6:35).

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. 11:28).
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly (John 10:10).

But these [things] are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might have LIFE through His Name (John 20:31).
Search the Scriptures yourself and ask God that if these claims are true, that if Jesus Christ can fill the spiritual hole in my heart whereby I can find lasting fulfillment, meaning, purpose, and significance in Him, then I want to receive the free gift of salvation, by believing that Jesus is God, that He died on the cross for my sins, and who rose again.
2.  CONCLUSION:  Who do you say that Jesus is?
In C. S. Lewis’ classic work, Mere Christianity, literary scholar presents the trilemma argument regarding the identity of Jesus Christ.  He writes:

“I am trying to here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him:  ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic-on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg-or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God:  or else a mad man or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”

Dr. Lockridge, once preached the sermon regarding Jesus being king:

My king was born king. The Bible says He is the seven-way king. He is the king of the Jews. That’s a racial king. He is king of Israel. That’s a national king. He’s a king of righteousness. He’s a king of the ages. He’s the king of heaven. He is the king of glory. He’s the King of kings and Lord of lords. Now that’s my king.

Well, I wonder if you know Him. Do you know Him? Don’t try to mislead me. Do you know my king? David said, “The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” No far-seeing telescope can bring into visibility the coastline of His shoreless supply. No barriers can hinder Him from pouring out His blessing.

He’s enduringly strong, He’s entirely sincere, He’s eternally steadfast. He’s immortally graceful. He’s imperially powerful. He’s impartially merciful. That’s my king. He’s God’s Son. He’s a sinner’s savior. He’s the centerpiece of civilization. He stands alone in Himself. He’s august. He’s unique. He’s unparalleled. He’s unprecedented. He’s supreme. He’s preeminent. He’s the loftiest idea in literature. He’s the highest idea in philosophy. He’s the fundamental truth in theology. He’s the cardinal necessity of spiritual religion. That’s my king.

He’s the miracle of the age. He’s the only one able to supply all of our needs simultaneously. He supplies strength for the weak. He’s available for the tempted and the tried. He sympathizes and He saves. He guards and He guides. He heals the sick, He cleans the lepers. He forgives sinners, He discharges debtors, He delivers captives, He defends the feeble, He blesses the young, He serves the unfortunate, He regards the aged, He rewards the diligent, He beautifies the meek. Do you know Him?

Well, my king is the king of knowledge, He’s the well-spring of wisdom, He’s the doorway of deliverance, He’s the pathway of peace, He’s the roadway of righteousness, He’s the highway of holiness He’s the gateway of glory, He’s the master of the mighty, He’s the captain of the conquerors, He’s the head of the heroes, He’s the leader of the legislators, He’s the overseer of the overcomers, He’s the governor of governors, He’s the prince of princes, He’s the king of Kings and the Lord of Lords. That’s my king. Yeah! That’s my king. 

His life is matchless. His goodness is limitless. His mercy is everlasting. His love never changes. His word is enough. His grace is sufficient. His reign is righteous. His yoke is easy and His burden is light. Well. I wish I could describe Him to you. But He’s indescribable. He’s indescribable. Yes. He’s incomprehensible. He’s invincible, He’s irresistible. I’m trying to tell you, the Heavens cannot contain Him, let alone a man explain Him. You can’t get Him out of your mind. You can’t get Him off of your hands. You can’t outlive Him, and you can’t live without Him. Well. The Pharisees couldn’t stand Him, but they found out they couldn’t stop Him. Pilate couldn’t find any fault in Him. The witnesses [at his trial] couldn’t get their testimonies to agree. Herod couldn’t kill Him. Death couldn’t handle Him and the grave couldn’t hold Him. That’s my king. Yeah!

He always has been, and He always will be. I’m talking about He [who] had no predecessor and He [who] has no successor. There was nobody before Him and there will be nobody after Him. You can’t impeach Him, and He’s not going to resign. Praise the Lord! That’s my king. Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Well. All the power belongs to my king. We around here talk about black power and white power and green power, but it’s God’s power. Thine is the power. Yeah! And the glory. We try to get prestige and honor and glory to ourselves, but the glory is all His. Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, and ever, and ever, and ever. How long is that? And ever, and ever, and ever, and ever, and when you get through with all of the forevers, then “Amen.”

Dr. S. M. Lockridge, Dallas, Texas, quoted by Max Anders in Jesus, Knowing Our Savior, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publ., 1995), pp. 33-35

JESUS CHRIST:  LIAR, LUNATIC, OR GOD:











CONSIDER…





If Jesus was merely human, how can we account for the Messianic following prophecies which were totally beyond the human control of Jesus:





Place of birth





Time of birth





Manner of birth





Betrayal





Manner of Death





Reaction of people





Piercing





Burial in a rich man’s tomb. 





                          		   TWO ALTERNATIVES


					


  


 His claims were false			            His claims were true


     2 alternatives:











He knew His claims 		           He did not know His


      were false			              claims were false








								          Jesus is God





He made a deliberate


misrepresentation


									


  								        2 Alternatives:


					He was sincerely		


					       deranged			





He was a liar!						           You can              You can


He was a hypocrite!					         ACCEPT		DENY


He was (maybe) a demon!


He was a fool for He died for it!


					He was a lunatic.





Chart adapted from Josh McDowell’s, New Evidence that Demands a Verdict, 158.





Consider…





“All His miracles are but natural manifestation of His person, and hence they were performed with the same ease with which we perform our ordinary daily works….His miracles were, without exception, prompted by the purest motives and aimed at the glory of God and the benefit of men; they are miracles of love and mercy, full of instruction and significance and in harmony with His character and mission.”





~ Philip Schaff, The Person of Christ (New York:  American Tract Society, 1913), 76-77, 91. 
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