
BE LIKE CHRIST:  HAVE A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW.
LECTURE # 1
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment” ~ Matt. 22:37-38.  

In this first presentation we are going to encapsulate our study into one theme:  Think and behave like Jesus Christ to such an extent that you will not be dishonored in anything or by anyone.
   
We need to consider, from a bird’s eye perspective, the importance and nature of a biblical worldview.  A biblical worldview is one whereby we unite our biblical and systematic theology into a coherent tapestry whereby every idea, belief, and practice we are confronted with in this world (or even within ourselves) is critically evaluated in the light of Christ-like thinking.  To be sure, understanding the fundamental aspects of a biblical worldview is vital in rightly knowing, practicing, and protecting the truth.  Moreover, we act upon what we believe.  This biblical worldview mind-set will distinguish us from non-Christians in both attitudes and behavior.
THIS TIME…

We will begin (1) by contrasting the Apostle’s Paul’s mindset to current statistics among young Christian believers.  (2) We will then examine what is a biblical worldview, how they are formed, and what are its essential components.   Finally, (3) we will proceed to consider what difference a biblical worldview makes and then offer suggestions how we can move believers from where they are to where they need to be as thinking Christians.  
 To be sure this is an extremely difficult challenge given (a) the lack of training to think Christ-like (b) the lack of ability of Christians to recognize, analyze, and reject unbiblical ideas and false teachings in the local churches. (c) the lack of endurance to resist alluring ideas and practices in view of its empty promises and benefits (e.g., financial success or power) or because of peer pressure (e.g., popularity); (d) the natural desire to belong to something for identity reasons (e.g., significance; fulfillment); (6) the deadly mistakes by some well-meaning believers whether governed by an elder rule, deacon board, or pastor (e.g., poor leadership).  To be sure, if we don’t meet this challenge head-on we will be giving our children and their descendants a legacy…a “Christian culture” devoid of content but rich in imagery, devoid of life but filled with death, devoid of eternal fulfillment, but filled with fleeting pleasures, devoid of joy but filled with angst.

1.  THE CONTRAST:  The apostle Paul vs. contemporary believers:
A.  
In Philippians 1:19-26 we have the following statement from the Apostle Paul:

19﻿ For I know that ﻿this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, ﻿20﻿ according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but ﻿ with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life ﻿ ﻿or by death. ﻿21﻿ For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. ﻿22﻿ But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I ﻿ ﻿cannot tell. ﻿23﻿ ﻿ For [but] I am hard-pressed between the two, having a ﻿desire to depart and be with Christ, which is ﻿﻿far better. ﻿24﻿ Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. ﻿25﻿ And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, ﻿26﻿ that ﻿ ﻿your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again.
 

1.   From this portion of God’s Word we are able to make the following observations:

a. [vs. 19] Paul’s confidence is in His sovereign God to give him the empowerment to endure the troubling situation before Him.

b. [vs. 20] Paul is determined not to be dishonored in anything or by anyone.  

c. Paul demonstrates that right actions are determined by right thinking.

d. Paul is committed to ensuring that Christ will be made even more conspicuous in his one life than ever.  

e. Paul is not relying on himself to exalt Christ but looked to the Holy Spirit (see vs. 19) to magnify Christ in him (2 Cor. 3:18).

f. Paul’s disposition is there is no difference between life and death as long as that life or death magnified, glorified, and exalted Jesus Christ before others.

g. [vs. 21].  Paul’s singular passion to intimately know in greater depths the Person of  Jesus Christ.
h. [vs. 22].  Paul’s dilemma is that that he perceives the advantages of both life and death.  To live on this earth means an opportunity to minister to people.  To be in the presence of the Lord means being with Jesus Christ his Savior and Lord.

i. [vv. 24-26]  In fact Paul desires as an intense long to depart because he sees death not as the end of life but as a time of moving from one home to another.  Nevertheless, he is completely mindful of the needs around him.  In fact, Paul is not satisfied that the Philippian believers should simply be saved, but that they should be spiritually mature. Thus he feels the responsibility to continue to proclaim truth.
      2.
One can glean from this passage that Paul’s mindset is nothing more than knowing, honoring, and proclaiming Jesus Christ.  Jesus is God, Jesus is truth, Jesus is his singular passion.  This is not simply something for the apostle Paul to have for he says in the next (vs. 27) verse that, “Only let your [Philippian believers] conduct be worthy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”  The Greek word for conduct could be used to refer to discharging the obligations of a citizen.  Because Philippi held the privileged status of a Roman colony, its citizens understood the responsibility associated with citizenship.  Thus, Paul commands them (in fact it is the first command Paul writes in this epistle) to shift their perspective as reflected in their conduct, from the earthly realm to the heavenly one whereby the live in this world as citizens of the heavenly kingdom.  Interestingly, Paul, who had demonstrated his own refusal to allow external circumstances to control his attitude in verses 12-18, ties together his conflict and their conflict together in 1:30 whereby he says, “having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.”  The bottom line is the Apostle Paul was taken captive by the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ is his worldview.
COMPARE PAUL’S MINDSET TO THE CURRENT STATISTICS BELOW:

B.  In his article, “National Tests Reveal Christian Students Lack a Biblical Worldview,” Branson S. Howse reports that the Nehemiah Institute has given a test, labeled the PEERS test, to thousands of Christian teenagers and adults in order to determine their worldview from 1988-2000.  Here are the results:
1.
The majority of Christian adults and teens cannot articulate a biblical position on such things as abortion, private property rights, radical animal rights, economics, the proper role of civil government, education, the welfare state, crime and punishment, drug abuse, or euthanasia.

2.  1 out of every 2 students from Christian homes is denying their faith before they graduate from college.  

3.  From 1988 to 1996 90% of Christian students who took the PEERS test left high school either "at risk" or "easy prey" to unbiblical teaching because of their lack of a solid biblical worldview. 

4.  Howse also cites correlating statistics from pollster George Barna who found out the following indicators among Christian believers:
a. Less than 10 percent of American Christians actually possess a biblical worldview. 

b. Two out of three born-again believers assert there is no such thing as absolute moral truth.

c. Only four out of ten people are "absolutely committed" to the Christian faith. 

 5.  Howse also includes The 1994 Churched Youth Survey conducted by the Barna Research Group for the Josh McDowell Ministry which reveal the following facts from selected youth groups surveyed from thousands of churches throughout the U.S. and Canada (over 3,700 youth were extensively and confidentially surveyed). The participants were youth (1) involved in church activities, (2) greatly identified their parents as loving, (3) and their family experience as positive.  Following results include the following:
a. Only 44% asserted that humans are capable of grasping the meaning of truth.




b. 57% could not even say that an objective standard of truth exists.





c. 15% disagreed with the statement: "What is right for one person in a given situation might not be right for another person who encounters the same situation."







d. 85% are likely to reason "just because it's wrong for you don’t mean its wrong for me."

e. Only 29% disagreed with the statement: "When it comes to matters of ethics, truth means different things to different people; no one can be absolutely positive they have the truth."




f. Only 38% disagreed with the statement: "Nothing can be known for certain except the things that you experience in your life."









g. 45% could not disagree with the statement: "Everything in life is negotiable." 
6. According to a December 1, 2003 Barna Update, “A Biblical Worldview Has A Radical Effect on a Person’s Life,” Barna Group posits the following information:







a. 9% of “born again” Christians have a biblical worldview.






b. 7% Protestants have a biblical worldview.







c. 2% mainline Protestant Churches have a biblical worldview.





d. ½ of 1% Catholics have a biblical worldview.






e. The denominations that produced the highest proportions of adults with a biblical worldview were non-denominational Protestant churches (13%), Pentecostal churches (10%) and Baptist churches (8%).








f. Among the prevalent alternative worldviews was postmodernism, which seemed to be the dominant perspective among the two youngest generations: (1) the Busters (born 1965-1983) and Mosaics (born 1984-2002).
7.
In January 12, 2004, Barna reports that 51% of America’s Protestant pastors have a biblical worldview.  Barna defined a worldview in this survey as believing that absolute moral truth exists, that it is based upon the Bible, and having a biblical worldview on six core beliefs (the accuracy of biblical teaching, the sinless nature of Jesus, the literal existence of Satan, the omnipotence and omniscience of God, salvation by grace alone, and the personal responsibility to evangelize).

8.
Bottom line, according to Howse, is that based on projections using the decline rate they presently have, the church will lose her posterity to hard-core humanism between the years 2014-2018.
Therefore, if we were to compare these statistics to the mindset of the Apostle Paul, we realize the incredible chasm, the huge gap between him and the average Christian believer.  Before we try to decrease this gap, we need to understand the seven critical elements of a worldview that formulates the grid or backdrop where every idea, belief, action, attitude, and behavior is considered, analyzed, received or rejected.
2.  WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW?

A.
Definitions: 

1.
“A worldview is simply the total of our beliefs about the world, the “big picture” that directs our daily decisions and actions” [Colson & Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?].

2. “Our ground-floor assumptions-ones that are so basic that none more basic can be conceived-compose our worldview.”  James Sire, [Naming the Elephant].
3.
“A worldview is a conceptual theme by which we consciously or unconsciously place or fit everything we believe and by which we interpret.”
[Ronald Nash, Faith and Reason].
4. “A worldview is the lenses, glasses, framework, or grid through which you look at the world and every issue and aspect of life...Your worldview is the foundation of your ideas and values and your ideas and values is the foundation of your conduct” [Branson S. Howse, “National Test Reveals Christian Students Lack a Christian Worldview”].
5.
“A person’s worldview contains two important features.  First, it includes the set of beliefs the person accepts, especially those about important matters such as reality, God, value, knowledge, and so on.  But a worldview is more than just a set of beliefs….a worldview includes the rational structure that occurs among the set of beliefs that constitute it.  Some beliefs are central and basic, while others are relatively peripheral.


In general, the more central a belief is, the greater would be the change in one’s worldview if the belief were abandoned.  Central beliefs support and give justification to more peripheral ones. Belief in the reality of God, the faithfulness and reliability of the Bible, and the deity and humanity of Christ are central to a Christian worldview.  Less central are beliefs about local church structure, the nature of spiritual gifts, and so on.  In understanding a worldview, it is important to grasp the relevant set of ideas along with the various support relations that take place among them” [Kingdom Triangle, 33]


“A person’s actual worldview from which he lives and moves and has his being is the most important fact about that person.” [ J.P. Moreland, Kingdom Triangle, pg. 34].

B.
How are worldviews formed?
1. Informally (we fail to be strategic and non-tactical in Christian education).
2. Uncritically (we don’t teach people how to think methodically);
3. Inter-generationally (i.e., what is passed down from parents to children);

4. Intra-generationally (organizations, clubs, or “special interest” groups that communicate ideas, beliefs, and activities);
5. Over time.
6. Habits (we form habit-


beliefs).

C. Strength of worldview:


1.
Presuppositions:  fixed



biases that do not 



change unless they are



placed under extreme



duress.

2.
Preunderstandings:  







m

moldable influences.


3.
Noetic effects of sin.











D. 7 Elements of a worldview:
View of God
View of truth

View of reality

View of knowledge

View of ethics


View of humanity


View of evil.


Remember the following:
*
Everyone possesses a worldview.
*
Having a biblical worldview is essential to knowing, practicing, & protecting the truth.
* 
We cannot think and behave like Jesus Christ consistently apart from a comprehensive, coherent biblical worldview.  
*
If our biblical worldview is fragmented, underdeveloped, or inconsistent, it is like a car that is not running well; it will not hold up on the road of life and may very well end up being hauled way and crushed in a junk yard- if not sold for its parts.
*  
Having a biblical worldview is essential to resisting false ideas and practices in the local church (2 Peter).
*   
People everywhere are still asking the same questions regarding these seven elements…thus demonstrating that these issues are still the same since the beginning of time.  This demonstrates how foundational these elements are in the lives of people no matter time, location, or culture.
*    
Final answers to these perennial elements are only found in the Bible because the infinite-personal God has spoken and historically demonstrated Himself to be God in the Person of Jesus Christ, the 2nd Person of the Trinity by His words, works, and bodily resurrection (1 Cor. 15).
1. View of God:  Everyone has a view of God.  This underlying presupposition governs behavior, decision-making, and actions:
a. Atheism:  there is no God.
b. Agnosticism:  there is not enough information to conclusively know that God exist.
c. Pantheism:  God is the universe.
d. Panentheism:  God is in the universe.
e. Finite godism:  A finite God exists beyond and in the universe.
f. Deism:  God is beyond the universe but not in it.
g. Polytheism:  there are many gods both beyond and in the world.
h. Monotheism:  An infinite personal God exists both beyond and in the world.
Consider the following questions asked by thinking people?

1. Does God exist?

2. How do we really know what we are believe about God and His attributes is truly rooted in history and not legends passed down as if they are facts?
3. Do all paths lead to God?

4. What arguments do we have that God exists?

5. Why does God allow suffering?  

6. Why isn’t God’s existence more obvious?

7. Is God impersonal?

8. Does God even care about us?
2. View of Truth:  Everyone has a concept of what is true/false.  This underlying presupposition governs behavior, decision-making, and actions:
a. Pragmatism:  truth is that which works.  If something works, then it must be true.
b. Coherence:  internal harmony of ideas.  If something does not harmonize with the ideas that already cohere, it may not be true.  

c. Correspondence:  truth corresponds to reality, identifies things as they actually are.  This view has been defended biblically in lecture 3.
d. Poststructuralism is an intellectual movement in various fields of continental philosophy that whole heartily rejects “binary oppositions” such as truth/false; right/wrong; good/evil and formulates views following that rejection.  They argue that these concepts are rooted not in reality but in modernistic philosophy that has “scripted” Western thought and culture.
e. Postmodernism rejects the belief in universal absolute truth that transcends culture, time, and space by redefining it to say that truth is that which is created, defined, and articulated by local (sub) communities.  Interestingly, present statistics show that young people today are choosing a postmodern worldview over and against all other worldviews.  
Consider these questions asked by thinking people?

1. What is truth?

2. Can we even define truth

3. Can we know truth?

4. Can we know truth with certainty?

5. Is truth merely opinion controlled by the dominant forces of our society?

6. How is it that so many people have so many different views of truth?

7. Is truth relative?

3. View of Reality:  Underlying presupposition that governs actions and behavior:
A.
Materialistic Reality (reality is nothing but matter; there is no such thing as something being spiritual or immaterial; there is no God, no devil, no miracle);

B.
Illusionary Reality (world is an illusion; e.g., Matrix program; evil is not real; cosmic game).
C.
Extensional (Cultural) Reality… “reality is in the eye of the beholder, an extension of one’s personality!”
D.
Materialistic/Spiritual Reality (e.g., God created this real world where miracles, divine intervention, and spiritual warfare occur, and where God’s divine providence is expressed as He directs history, people, and nations in His plan for the ages (e.g., dispensationalism).

Consider these questions asked by thinking people:
1) What is the relationship between God and the universe?

2) Is the existence of the universe a real fact?

3) Is the universe eternal?

4) Is the world best understood in a mechanistic, non-purposeful way?

5) Is there a purpose in the universe?

6) Can God act causally within nature?
7) Are miracles possible?

4. View of Knowledge: Underlying presupposition that governs behavior, decision-making, & actions:
A.
Reason alone to the exclusion of faith.

B.
Faith alone to the exclusion of reason.

C.
Faith + Reason (God created people to think rationally).


Consider these questions asked by thinking people:
1. Can we trust our senses?
2. What are the proper roles of reason and sense experience in knowledge?

3. Are our intuitions more dependable than our perceptions?

4. What is the relationship between faith and reason?

5. Is knowledge about God possible?  If so, how?

6. Should we appeal to “mystical downloads” for spiritual knowledge?

5. View of Ethics:  Underlying presupposition that governs behavior, decision-making, & actions:
A.
Secular Ethics (these are three examples of multifarious views from the schools of secular ethics):
1.
Situational Ethics:  majority or elite determines what is right or wrong.
2.
Situational Contract Ethics:  two parties agree what is right from wrong.
3.
Reflective Equilibrium:  we use our intuitions to formulate principles to live by and formulate principles from our situational setting. Then, these two levels engage each other (i.e., reflect or feedback) to sharpen, refine, or even change our justifications for moral choices as time and culture changes and more information is added.
B.
Christian Ethics: Since Bible believing Christians believe that God is omniscient, He has spoken special revelation, and that it is accurate, His commandments are absolute (absolutism) which means that His ethical commands never change; they are absolutes.  Nevertheless, there are differences among Christians regarding whether there is ever a time whereby we are placed in a position whereby we have to break one moral command in order to maintain another.  For example:  Corrie Ten Boom’s situation whereby she lied in order to save the lives of the Jews from the Nazis.  She committed civil disobedience and lied in order to save the Jews that came to hide in her family’s home.
1.
Unqualified Absolutism:  There is never a reason to break God’s absolutes or commands when faced with hard case moral conflicts; the moral conflict is only an illusion:  trust God and He will provide an alternative [Anabaptist Tradition].  Never break God’s commands.

Moral conflicts are illusionary.  In Corrie Ten Boom’s situation, she should have simply told the truth and trust God for the results.  He would provide an alternative so that she would not have to lie.  Thus, there is never a situation whereby breaking a biblical absolute is permissible; moral conflicts are illusions.
2.
Conflict Absolutism:  If faced with moral conflict whereby you are forced with the dilemma to sin, choose the lesser evil, then confess your sin [Lutheran Tradition] (1 John 1:9).

Moral conflicts are inevitable.  In Corrie Ten Boom’s situation, she is obligated to lie in order to save the lives of the Jews; this is the lesser evil.  After she lied, she needed to confess her sins in order to restore her fellowship with God and live with the consequences of that sinful action.
3.
Graded Absolutism:  there is a hierarchy of lower and higher laws.  Always maintain the higher moral law; you will not be imputed with guilt if you have to break a moral command to maintain a higher moral law [Reformed Tradition].


Moral conflicts are inevitable.  In Corrie Ten Boom’s situation, the higher moral law is to save the lives of the Jews.  Therefore, she is obligated to lie and God will not hold her accountable because she maintained the higher moral absolute (i.e., save the lives of others) even though she was obligated to break the lower moral absolute (i.e., lie and commit civil disobedience).
6. View of Humanity:  Underlying presupposition that governs behavior, decision-making, & actions:
A.
Strictly Materialistic (i.e., all life is biomechanical machinery; there is no soul, no spirit, no immaterial aspect within humanity).
B.
Material/Spiritual (humanity includes both material and immaterial elements).

1.
Life is intrinsically valuable.



2.
Quality of life vs. inherent dignity of life.

a. Consider this question:

Should believers endorse any aspect of genetic engineering, abortion, euthanasia, infanticide, the extermination of those who are not able to function in society (e.g., mentally disabled, the elderly who are not able to care for themselves, or those who are physically challenged, etc?).  

7. View of Evil:  Underlying presupposition that governs behavior, decision-making, and actions:
A.
Inherent Evil (Adamic Nature) with the tendency to sin.

B.
Evil is simply making a wrong choice (we are innately neutral or good, not evil.).  
C.
Evil is illusionary.



1.
Consider these questions by thinking people?





a.
Why do good people do bad things?





b.
What is evil?





c.
What is sin?





d.
Why do good people suffer?





e.
What is good vs. evil?
3.  HOW SHOULD WE THEN LIVE?
To think like Jesus Christ requires our utmost attention.  Just as the apostle Paul made Jesus Christ his singular passion in life, so must we consume our lives with knowing, practicing, and protecting the truth.  It demands our life, our all.  
A. Conceptualize a worldview with the following images:

1. Glasses (all of reality is perceived through the lenses…but what shapes those frames and lenses in order to direct the way you live?).
2. Map (in order to find where you are, you must use a map).
3. Compass (a biblical worldview is like the compass always pointing north; it will always tell you where you are and where you need to go).
The Difference a Biblical Worldview Makes:
1.
2% (biblical worldview) versus 62% (no biblical worldview) are less likely to accept cohabitation.

2.
2% (biblical worldview) versus 36% (no biblical worldview) are less likely to endorse drunkenness.

3.
3% (biblical worldview) versus 37% (no biblical worldview) are less likely to accept profanity.

4.
4% (biblical worldview) versus 44% (biblical worldview) are less likely to describe adultery as morally acceptable.

5.
Less than one-half of one percent of those with a biblical worldview said voluntary exposure to pornography is morally acceptable (compared to 39% of adults without a biblical worldview)

6.
Less than one-half of one percent endorsed abortion (compared to 46% of adults who lack a biblical worldview).
7.
Believers with a biblical worldview are 8 times less likely to buy lottery tickets.

8.
Believers with a biblical worldview are 3 times less likely to get drunk.

9.
Believers with a biblical worldview are twice as likely to discuss spiritual matters with other people in the past month;

10.
Believers with a biblical worldview are twice as likely to fast for religious reasons in the past month;

11.
While 1 out of 8 adults who lack a biblical worldview had sexual relations with someone other than their spouse during the prior month, less than one out of every 100 individuals who have a biblical worldview had done so.

B. Begin at an early age in equipping believers systematically and comprehensively to biblically respond to the ideas and practices that will confront them by the world, flesh, and devil.  We must equip young people with the goal that they have a comprehensive biblical worldview before they leave our parental care as young adults.
1. Can our young people young people define and defend truth?

2. Can our young people define and defend God’s existence?

3. Can our young people think critically?

4. Can our young people think logically?

5. Can our young people think and communicate biblically?

6. Can our young people define and defend evil?

7. Can our young people define and defend the reliability of the Bible?

8. Can our young people define and defend the God-Man of Jesus Christ?

9. Can our young people define and defend the historical fact that Jesus rose bodily from the dead?

10. Can our young people define and defend God’s purpose for the local church?

11. Can our young people define and defend their responsibilities?

12. Can our young people define and articulate an ethical response to societal issues such as Euthanasia, Capital Punishment, Just War, Homosexuality, Divorce/Remarriage; Genetic Engineering; Economics; Government; Entertainment; Aesthetics; Social Welfare; Abortion; Infanticide.

C. Can our young people articulate the nature, manifestation, and implications of other worldviews and ideas such as secular humanism, relativism, postmodernism, and communism?
D. Regularly evaluate the justification of our own beliefs.  In other words why do we believe what we believe?  Is the justification of our beliefs based upon sociological reasons (e.g., sub-culture, peer pressure), psychological reasons (e.g., inner feelings, identity) religious reasons (e.g., pastor, priest, tradition, ritual), philosophical reasons (e.g., consistency, completeness), or biblical truth (accurate exegesis and biblical/theological systematic coherence).
E. Teach our young people how to engage apologetically from an early age.

F. Pray earnestly for the intellectual, physical, and emotional development of our young people.
G. Don’t wait to till our young children become young adults to teach them Bible doctrine…telling children Bible “stories” is not enough to prepare them in the marketplace of ideas as young adults.  They must think critically. We must use these Bible stories to teach them how to think and respond like Jesus Christ to their situations.  The must learn how to apply truth to their situation and not hope they will get it right when faced with a “Goliath” in the public classroom or at the baseball game.
H. Always guard ourselves and our young people against indifference, irrationalism, ignorance, cowardice, and arrogant and intellectual vanity. 
I. Remember that is the primary responsibility of parents to prepare children to think, know, practice, and respond with a biblical, Christian worldview.  

a.
Be strategic or methodical in your approach; 
b.
Be prepared in your approach; anticipate what they will need to know.
c.
Be sensitive to your environment (know what is being taught around you);

d.   Live out biblical worldview yourself; let’s you and I be the ultimate examples to others.
J. Find out what other worldviews people possess and use it to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Here’s how to evaluate the worldview of others; ask these 3 questions:
a.
What are we?  Where do we come from? [creation].
b.
What has gone wrong with the world? [original sin].
c.
What can we do to fix it? [redemption]. 
K.          J. P. Moreland says there are at least five important questions that should be put to any worldview:


1.
What is real?


2.
What are the nature and limits of knowledge?


3.
Who is well-off?  What is the good life?


4.
Who is a really good person?


5.
How does one become a really good person?


Moreland, Kingdom Triangle, 34.

THINK LIKE JESUS CHRIST!















“Because so many elements of a worldview are philosophical in nature, it is vital that Christians become more conscious of the importance of philosophy.  Philosophy matters.  It matters because the Christian worldview has an intrinsic connection to philosophy and the world of ideas.  It matters because philosophy is related in a critically important way to life, culture, and religion.  And it matters because the systems opposing Christianity uses the methods and arguments of philosophy.  Though philosophy and religion often use different language and often arrive at different conclusions, they deal with the same questions about what exists (metaphysics), how humans should live (ethics), and how human beings know (epistemology).”





~ Ronald Nash, Worldviews in Conflict:  Choosing Christianity in a World of Ideas (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1992), 21.








� Material for this lecture include statistics from The Barna Group of Ventura, California; � HYPERLINK "http://www.barna.org" ��www.barna.org�; Voddie Baucham, The Ever-Loving Truth:  Can Faith Thrive in a Post-Christian Culture (Nashville:  Broadman & Holman, 2004); Chuck Colson & Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live? (Wheaton:  Tyndale Publishers, 1999); Norman Geisler, Christian Ethics (Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1989);  Ronald Nash, Faith & Reason:  Searching for a Rational Faith (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1988); ibid., Worldviews in Conflict:  Choosing Christianity in a World of Ideas (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1992); David  K. Naugle, Worldview:  The History of a Concept (Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2002); James Sire, Naming the Elephant:  Worldview as a Concept (Downers Grove, Ill.:  Inter-Varsity Press, 2004).


�The New King James Version. 1996, c1982 . Thomas Nelson: Nashville


� The Barna Group of Ventura, California; � HYPERLINK "http://www.barna.org" ��www.barna.org�.





� Idem.


� See Norman Geisler, Christian Ethics:  Options and Issues (Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1989) for an excellent overview of these major models of Christian ethics and how they are applied to societal issues.


� Cited from, “A Biblical Worldview Has a Radical Effect on a Person’s Life” (December 1, 2003) by The Barna Group of Ventura, California; � HYPERLINK "http://www.barna.org" ��www.barna.org�
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