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MS 406 SPIRITUAL LIFE:

COURSE SYLLABUS:
“The more this truth [Word of God] is brought before the mind, the more we commune with it, entering into its import, applying it to our own case, appropriating its principles, appreciating its motives, rejoicing in its promises, trembling at its threatenings, rising by its influence from what is seen and temporal to what is unseen and eternal; the more may we expect to be transformed by the renewing of our mind so as to approve and love whatever is holy, just, and good.  Men [and women] distinguished for their piety have ever been men of meditation as well as men of prayer; men accustomed to withdraw the mind from the influence of the world with its thousand joys and sorrows, and to bring it under the influence of the doctrines, precepts, and promises of the Word of God.”~ Dr. Charles Hodge

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This course will provide a systematic presentation of the doctrines and practices vital to the maintenance of the student's own spiritual life as the necessary basis for one's ministry.   Assurance, Union with Christ, The Holy Spirit, Filling of the Holy Spirit, Testing and Temptation, Confession and Forgiveness, Repentance, Lordship Salvation, Free Grace, Tongues, Spirit-Baptism - these are among many topics you will be discussing in this class.
II. PURPOSES OF COURSE:


Upon completion of this course, successful students will be able to 



articulate personal convictions rooted in an understanding of concepts, 



presuppositions, philosophical bases and worldviews that have been 



examined in light of biblical principles:


Cognitive Objectives:
A. To understand the importance, nature, and source of theology.

B. To orient ourselves to the historical development of the doctrine of sanctification and its various models.
C. To observe the symbiotic relationship between theology and personal lifestyle.
D. To consider some of the more rigorous debates which are involved in scholarly and pastoral discussions on the spiritual life.
E. To evaluate some of the major movements and ideas involving the spiritual life.

Affective objectives:

A. To appreciate the importance, history, and nature of bibliology, pneumatology, ecclesiology, eschatology, and soteriology as it relates to the spiritual life.
B.      To value intellectual and moral excellence.
C.      To gain skills that will assist you in further maturity of your spiritual life.

D. To critically reflect upon the various implications of our union in Christ such as our liberty in the Christian life, giving no offense, doing all things to the glory of God, our relationship to the world, flesh, the whole armor of God, coming to maturity, and steps to Christian maturity.

E. To proclaim by words and works a disposition that whole heartily pursues God and His ways.
             Behavioral Objectives:

A. To appropriate the teachings of the New Testament to further the spiritual life.

B. To critically and habitually reflect upon the history and development of the spiritual life.

C. To appreciate the relationship between theology and the spiritual life.

D. To further develop your disposition whereby you desire to pursue moral and intellectual excellence.

E. To consistently reflect Jesus Christ by both words and works.

III. TEXTBOOKS:
A.         Required Texts:

J.Dwight Pentecost, Designed to be Like Him.



J.P. Moreland, Love God with all your Mind.



J. Budziszewski, Ask Me Anything:  Provocative Answers for College 



Students.
B.B. Warfield, The Religious Life of the Theological Student (pamphlet).
Syllabus, workbook, and any charts distributed will be made available on the website at www.prshockley.org.



B.
Suggested Texts:




Lewis S. Chafer, Grace:  God’s Marvelous Theme.




______.  He That is Spiritual.




Jonathan Edwards, The Religious Affections.




Charles Ryrie, Balancing the Christian Life.




Francis A. Schaeffer, True Spirituality.



A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God.
IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
A.
First Examination.  First Examination will cover both lecture material (part I) from class and J. P. Moreland’s Love God with All Your Mind and B. B. Warfield’s Religious Life of the Theological Student.  The exam will be true/false over lecture and essay over assigned reading.  It will be held on 15 October 2008.  There will be no class lecture after exam.
B. Second Examination.  Second exam over lecture (Part II & III) and of Budziszewski, Ask Me Anything (25%).  This will be held on 19 November 2008.  The exam will be true/false over lecture and essay over assigned reading.  There will be no class lecture after the exam.
C. Workbook.  Completion of workbook due at the beginning of the 13th class:  03 December 2008. (50%).  NO EXCEPTIONS, EXTENSIONS, OR EXEMPTIONS. 

1. I recommend downloading workbook from www.prshockley.org (look for top tab that says College of Biblical Studies).

2. Be sure to continually save your work both on hard drive and disk.  Or at least print out your workbook as you complete the assignments.  

3. See workbook for directions on how to complete assignments.


4. Don’t wait till last minute to complete workbook.

5. Make your studies an expression of worship.
D.        10 points of credit to final grade:

Extra credit of 10 points if you read either Lewis S. Chafer’s He that is Spiritual Life, Charles Ryrie’s, Balancing the Christian Life, or Francis A.  Schaeffer’s True Spirituality and offer a synopsis paper.   You can only choose one book and you must offer a summary paper of approx. 3-5 pages.  The quality of the synopsis paper of the book will determine the amount of extra credit.  This paper must be in your own words.
See www.prshockley.org for mid-term and final exam review sheets.
V. COURSE POLICIES:

A.
Weight Given to Course Requirements for Grading

1.
25% for Mid-Term Examination.

2.
25% for Final Examination.

3.
50% for Workbook.



4.
Your professor has the right to alter the requirements or grading at his discretion and that the schedule of assignments is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.

B.          Class Participation:

1.
Class participation is expected.  All students are required to be present for announced exams. Because of the nature of this course, it is in your best interest to attend class and engage material.
2.
Always be sensitive to the topics at hand, professor, and fellow students.  We only have so much time to cover the material prepared for that day of lecture (no rabbit trail conversations, please).










3.
Since this is a course on college level, be sure to write down lecture notes; it is your responsibility to keep good notes. 

4.
I will follow the below outline in my lecture material.   


5.
If you miss a particular class, be sure to ask your fellow student for a copy of his or her notes. 
6.
I will not distribute my lecture notes.  
D. Late Assignments:



1.
You are required to be present for mid-term and final exams. 


      2.
Any missed exam without a cogent documented excuse will be counted numerically as a zero (00).  This is considerably lower than an average F.



      3.
You are required to submit your workbook on class # 13 (at the beginning of class).  


      4.
Your grade for workbook will be reduced one letter grade if turned in late.
E.
Attendance: 
1. Students are expected to attend all classes in which they are enrolled. 
2. Students are allowed to miss 20% of all class time without penalty (no more than 3 absences).
3. Absences totaling more than 20% of class time will result in an automatic “F”

4. If you are more than 30 minutes late to class you will be counted as absent for that particular class.
5. Please do not be tardy to class; it is discourteous to both students and professor.
F.        Letter/Numerical Grade Scale:
	A+
99-100
	B+
91-93
	C+
83-85
	D+
75-77
	F
0-69

	A
96-98
	B
88-90
	C
80-82
	D
72-74
	

	A-
94-95
	B-
86-87
	C-
78-79
	D-
70-71
	


VI. COURSE SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:  
Chronological Topics to Cover (Subject to change):
A.
Starting out on the road to spiritual growth:                                                                  

B.
God designed us to be like Him:                                                                  

          




God designed us in His own image and likeness                                                     




Sin defaced the image of God in humanity                                                            


The image of God is restored through Christ                                                        

C.
God demands that we be like Him in Holiness:                                                             



Why I ought to be like my Father: The necessity for holiness                   
       

How can I be holy like my Father? The nature of holiness                                   

D.
Our dilemma: We are born like Adam:                                                                          

We were alienated from God                                                           
        



We were enslaved to our appetites                                    




We conformed to our culture            





We were pawns to the prince of evil                                                                      




Living on death row      


E.
 Our deliverance: We Have New life in Christ:                                                             



The dead has come to life                                                                                      
I have been liberated by Christ!                                                                            
I owe it all to grace                                                                                                 
I am a totally new creation                                                                                     




Adam died but his legacy lives on in me
I serve a new master                                                                                              

I may, but I no longer must, surrender to the old master                     
 
F.
Our new life: United with Christ:                                                                                    




Roots of our new relationship with Christ                                                             




What it means to be united with Christ





How does union with Christ change me?                                                              




Riches of grace I have received through union with Christ




G.
Living free: How we are delivered from Sin’s Grip:                                                    




Saints and sinners: Spiritual people groups in Scripture                                       




How sinners become saints: Justification in Romans 5                                         

How saints are delivered from sin’s grip: Sanctification in Romans 6-8              

H.
Paul’s argument in Romans 6:                                                                                          




First issue: Does grace give Christians a license to sin?                                        

Three steps to breaking free from sin’s grip

                                            

Second issue: Does freedom from the law give Christians a license to sin?         

I.
Paul’s argument in Romans 7:                                                                                          

First issue: What is the role of law in the believer’s life?                                      




Second issue: What is the nature of the law (is it sin)?                                         




Third issue: What is the effect of the law on the believer?                                    

Our Source of Victory: We are set free by the Spirit! Romans 8                                    
II.
 THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE:
A.
Dynamic of the Spiritual Life: Living the Spirit filled life:

                   



What does it mean to have the Holy Spirit living in me?
                               



Reality of the Spirit’s indwelling






Results of the Spirit’s indwelling




How should I respond to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit?

       Filled with the Holy Spirit: the essence of the spiritual life                                  What does it mean to be “filled with the Spirit?”  Nature of the filling    




How can I be filled with the Spirit?  Conditions for filling






How do I know if I am filled with the Spirit?  Effects of filling
       


“Yearning” for the filling of the Spirit





B.
Spiritual Warfare: The Three Foes of the Spiritual Life:                                            The Flesh: the Enemy Within                                                                                



The World: the Unholy Habitat of Humanity                                                        



The Devil: the Evil Genius that Controls the World and the Flesh                       
C.
Guarding against the Grace Killers: Legalism                                                             




What is legalism?  Legalism as described by Christ 

                               



What’s wrong with legalism?  The fatal flaws of legalism                                  



How should I respond to legalists and to legalism?
                                           
D.
Guarding against the Grace Abusers: License                                                           



What is license?  Peter describes the prophets of pleasure                                



What’s wrong with license?  The fatal flaws of license                                      
E.
Christian Liberty: Living Free under Christ’s law                                                    
What does it mean to be “free in Christ?” Characteristics of Christian Liberty  



How can I “live free” and yet be under the “law of Christ?”


     
F.
Doubtful Things: Should I or Shouldn’t I?                                                                



Three Cardinal Principles






     

How do I determine right from wrong?  Discernment Strategies     

     
III:  SPIRITUAL FORMATION:
A.
Growing Godly Together:









Mutual edification: God’s design for the Body of Christ
     




How do I fit in and find my place in the Body of Christ?

                 



How do I function as a “body builder” in the body of Christ?

     

     


B.
Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian Life:




    

Is it okay to be me?  



Scripture: Sustaining the Spiritual Life







 Prayer: Maintaining a Relationship:







Worship: Recovering the Lost Art of Intimacy with God


     

*Fasting: Forgoing Food to Focus on God







*Evangelism: Sharing the Good News







*Stewardship: Managing Time and Money




    

C.
Maturity: The Goal of Completeness in Christ:



Maturity: our upward call to Christ-likeness







How do I know when I am spiritually mature?

   




Things to remember about spiritual maturity


Important Matter regarding Class:

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Students with a disability who believe they need an adjustment in this class are encouraged to contact the Division for Student and Enrollment Services by telephone at 832-252-4685 or 4620, as soon as possible. The office will process your request and include the decision in a letter directed to my attention. Please present the letter to me so that we may discuss adjustments for this class.   

Plagiarism: Students who plagiarize (copy material from other sources without citing references) are committing a very serious offense. Those who plagiarize may be subject to grade reduction, discipline and/or dismissal from CBS.  

Add/Drop/Withdrawal: All students who add or drop a class, withdraw from a class, change class section, or change status between credit and audit must give official notice. All ADCP students must contact their Academic Advisor to complete a Change of Status Form. All other students must complete a Change of Status Form with the Registrar’s Office.

Financial Aid: Students who are receiving federal, state, or institutional financial aid who withdraw or add hours during the semester may have their financial aid adjusted because of the withdrawal or addition. This change in schedule may affect the aid they are receiving during the current semester, and could affect their eligibility for aid in future semesters.

Final Course Grades: Final course grades provided to a student by a faculty member may not be relied upon as official. Students may access their official final grades online through the SonisWeb System. The Registrar’s Office will only mail grades to a student upon request. All accounts must be paid in full before a student can receive transcripts. According to FERPA rulings, faculty may not provide final grade information to students via telephone, email, posting or any other source which might compromise student confidentiality.

Children in Classes and Unaccompanied Children The College does not permit children under sixteen years of age to visit the library or the classroom unless the class is designed for children. Under no circumstances should children be unaccompanied on the property. Any children must be accompanied by their parent or legal guardian at all times. 

Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy Classroom disruption by cell phones or other electronic devices is prohibited. All cell phones and similar electronic devices must remain turned off and out of sight for the duration of class. Electronic devices utilized in a learning context, such as laptops and language interpreters, may be permitted at the professor’s discretion. A student may face a zero and/or failure in the class if an electronic device is used for cheating during a test. Cheating at CBS is not tolerated and may result in expulsion.
How to do well in this course:

· Carefully read assigned books.  Bombard your assigned readings with the following questions:  why, where, what, when, who, and so what?

· Consider making an outline of the major units of thought in your readings.  As you formulate your outline from the reading, ask yourself the following question: “What do I see?”  The more observations you make, the better your interpretation of the author’s position or claim may be.  Afterwards ask, “What does it mean?” 

· After you outline the author’s position/claim go back and see what arguments are being provided to support that position or claim. Keep asking yourself, “What is the issue?”  Then consider what objections can be raised against that issue, position, or claim.  Lastly, what replies can be given to defend the position or claim against these objections.

· You should consult with me as often as possible to make sure you are understanding the material. Do not wait until the day before a test to begin studying. This is not the kind of course for which you can cram and expect to do well. Take advantage of the office hours.

· Consider forming study groups to prepare for quizzes and exams. 

· Make sure you are able to contact another student for lecture material in case you happen to miss a class (es).  Once again, I do not distribute my notes.

· Ten Strategies for First-Rate Studying:

Read Thoughtfully

Read Repeatedly

Read Patiently
Read Prayerfully

Read Meditatively
Read Selectively

Read Imaginatively

Read Purposefully

Read Acquisitively


Read Telescopically

If you want to improve your reading comprehension skills I would encourage you to purchase Mortimer J. Adler’s informative work, How to Read a Book.
This syllabus is subject to change as deemed necessary by the professor.
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