MID-TERM REVIEW
This review is to assist you in preparing for the take home closed book comprehensive mid-term.  You will be asked before God to sign two statements saying that you will not and did not cheat or receive any assistance (inorganic or organic) whatsoever in order to complete this exam.  Be sure to contact me to let me know you just downloaded exam and then contact me when you finished exam, assuring me that you did not receive any organic or inorganic assistance to take this exam.  
Moreover, you must turn in exam two weeks before final exam.  Late exams will not be accepted.

1. Give three reasons for the need for apologetics:  God commands it; Reason demands it; the world needs it. Be able to unpack these three statements.
2. Exegete 2 Peter 3:15 and what the following words mean:

We are commanded to defend the Christian faith:  1 Peter 3:15-16a But in your hearts set apart [hagiazo; consecrate, dedicate, make holy] Christ as Lord.  Always [constantly, unceasingly, regularly] be prepared to give an answer [give a defense] to everyone [all] who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness [humility, meekness] and respect [clear conscience, ie., free from defilement. Fear of God rules out human intimidation].

“Be prepared” means to be ready/prepared to bear witness to the gospel (see also Eph. 6:15).  This word is also used for being “prepared” for good works (Titus 3:1 cf.2 Tim. 2:21) and “being ready” for the return of Jesus Christ (Matt. 24:44).

“Answer” or “defense” ( apologia ) has two overlapping nuances in biblical Greek.  (1) defend oneself , make formal justification ( Ac 25:16 ; 2Co 7:11 ; Phil. 1:7 , 16 ; 2Ti 4:16 ; 1Pe 3:15) and (2) defense , the content of the answer or reply ( Ac 22:1 ; 1Co 9:3 ).  Here it is used to mean “speech in defense.”

“Reason” [logos] is used here to mean reason, statement, or speech (adj.) cause for something (see also Mt 5:32; Ac 10:29; 1Pe 3:15).  To understand this nuance of logos is used, notice Acts 10:29:   “I ask, therefore, for what reason did you send for me?” Acts 10.29

3. Explain 2 Cor. 10:5 and what the following words mean:

“Demolish” [καθαιρέω, kathaireō]: means here to mean eliminate, cause to cease (cf. Acts 19:27).

“Arguments” [Gk. λογισμοὺς] means fallacious and deceptive reasoning and, by implication, based on evil intentions, false reasoning and false arguments.

“Every Pretension” [ὕψωμα,hypsōma] means arrogance, pride, conceit or any other act or attitude that sets itself up as an “obstacle to the emancipating knowledge of God contained in the gospel of Christ crucified and therefore keeps men in oppressive bondage to sin.”  It is closely related to the expression pan noema “ever thought.” 

Murray Harris of Expositor’s Bible Commentary, pg. 380, comments on vs. 5, “…the picture seems to be that of a military operation in enemy territory that seeks to thwart every single hostile plan of battle, so that there will be universal allegiance to Christ.
4. Define “worldview”
5. List and explain the 5 elements that formulate a worldview (View of truth, reality, ethics, humanity, and God)

6. Define Theism
7. Define finite godism
8. Define Deism
9. Define pantheism
10. Define panentheism
11. Define atheism
12. Define polytheism
13. Define two types of agnosticism (soft and hard):
14. Define presuppositions:  Fixed biases that do not change unless extreme duress is applied
15. Define preunderstandings:  Moldable influences that come and go.
16. Define noetic effects of sin:  effects of the sin upon the human mind.
17. List and explain what the five categories people tend to justify why they believe what they believe:
a. Sociological reasons

b. Psychological reasons

c. Religious reasons

d. Philosophical reasons

e. Biblical reasons.
18. Define the classical method of apologetics
19. Define evidential method of apologetics
20. Define experiential method of apologetics
21. Define historical method of apologetics
22. Define relational method of apologetics
23. Define relational method of apologetics
24. Define presuppositional method of apologetics

       (no need to know the distinctive elements between dogmatic and 


       transcendental apologetics for mid-term)

25. Define cultural apologetic method
26. Define cumulative method of apologetics.
27. Define imaginative apologetics.

28. Define reformed epistemological method
29. List Geisler’s 12 point methodology in complete sentences.
30. Be able to recall my definition of truth and be able to defend the correspondence view of truth.

31. Be able to explain any of the following arguments for God’s existence in syllogistic form:
1. Cosmological Argument (causality)…define cosmological argument and then give the following outline in syllogistic form:

For example:

1.  The universe had a beginning.

2.  Anything that had a beginning must have been caused by something (someone) else.

3.  Therefore the universe was caused by something (someone) else.


Cosmological Argument (continues to be)
Teleological Argument

Moral Argument

Religious Need Argument

Argument from joy
Innate Idea argument.

32. Explain intelligent design
33. Explain Anthropic Principle.
34. Explain Creation Science (see Anthropic Principle powerpoint presentation) and why it is distinct from Intelligent Design.
35. Explain heart-in-the-hole argument
36. Be able to reconcile God’s existence with problem of evil
37. Be able to refute the objection that God is all-Good, all-knowing, and all-powerful against the objection of “pointless” (i.e., gratuitous or unnecessary) evil.
38. Be able use the Moral Law Argument to show that the problem of evil actually affirms for God’s Existence.  Explain How Ravi Zacharias uses evil to actually affirm God’s existence.
39. Know the eight evidences for the Moral Law Argument (found on my powerpoint and in Geisler’s book).

40. Be able to comprehensively define truth.

41. Be able to give a biblical defense for the correspondence view of truth.

42. Be able to give Pascal and Peter Kreeft’s answer to the question, “Why isn’t God’s existence more obvious?”

43. Be able to give Paul Moser’s answer to the question, “Why isn’t God’s existence more obvious?”

BONUS (10 points):  I will select two from the following list (5 points each):
a. Give 5 evidences for strong anthropic principle
b. Understand the difference between irreducible complexity and specified complexity.

c. Explain the Kalam Cosmological and Ontological Arguments for God’s Existence.
d. Explain the Importance of the Law of Non-Contradiction and how one can use it in apologetics.  

