MID-TERM EXAM REVIEW:

RELS. 213:  New Testament Literature
I decided to not test you over past quiz answers or readings from Groothius or Bruce.  Test will be on Thursday on 6 March 2008.  Be on time.
From Lecture:
1. What is a worldview?  A worldview is simply the sum- total of our beliefs about the world, the “big picture” that directs our daily decisions and actions; it is a habituated way of seeing.

2. A person’s worldview is essentially composed of seven elements:  God, truth, reality, knowledge, humanity, ethics, and evil.

3.
A worldview is formed informally, uncritically, inter-generationally (i.e., what is passed down from parents to children), intra-generationally (i.e., organizations, clubs, or “special interest” groups that communicate ideas, beliefs, and activities), and over time.

4.
Seven Major Worldviews:


a.
Atheism (No God exists beyond or in the universe)


b.
Polytheism (There are many gods beyond or in the universe)


c.
Pantheism (God is the universe)


d.
Panentheism (God is in the universe)

e.
Deism (God is beyond the universe but not in it).

f.
Theism (An infinite and personal God exists beyond and in the universe).

g.
Finite godism (A finite God exists beyond and in the universe).

4.
The Bible is unique for the following reasons:


a.
Unique in its Continuity:

b.
Unique in its Circulation:

c.
Unique in its Translation:

d.
Unique in its Survival:



1.
Through Time



2.
Through Persecution



3.
Through Criticism

e.
Unique in its Teachings



1.
Through Prophecy



2.
History



3.
Character

f.       Unique in Its Influence on Literature

g.       Unique in its Influence on Civilization

5. Theories of Inspiration:

a.
Mechanical or Dictation:  Biblical author is a passive instrument in the transmission of the revelation of God.  The personality of the author is set aside to preserve the text from fallible human aspects.
b.
Partial Inspiration:  Inspiration concerns only the doctrines of Scripture that were unknowable to the human authors.
c.
Degrees of Inspiration:  Certain portions of the Bible are more inspired or differently inspired than other portions.
d.
Intuition or Natural:  Gifted individuals with exceptional insight were chosen by God to write the Bible.
e.
Illumination or Mystical:  The human authors were enabled by God to write the Scriptures.  The Holy Spirit heightened their normal powers.
f.
Neo-Orthodoxy:  The neo-orthodox view emphasizes that the Bible is not to be exactly equated with the Word of God because God does not speak in mere propositions. God does not reveal mere facts about Himself; He reveals Himself. The Bible is not the substance of the Word of God, but rather the witness to the Word of God. It becomes the Word of God as the reader encounters Christ in his own subjective experience. Moreover, the Bible is enshrouded in myth necessitating a demythologizing of the Bible to discover what actually took place. The historicity of the events is unimportant.
g.
Verbal, Plenary:  Both divine and human elements are present in the production of Scripture.  The entire text of Scripture, including the very words, are a product of the mind of God expressed in human terms and conditions.
       6.
Two Major Models of Textual Criticism:


1.
Know the Majority Text Tradition (e.g., Zane Hodges).


2.
Know the Eclectic Reasoned Tradition (e.g., Daniel B. Wallace).
7.
Manuscripts of Ancient Antiquity Comparison Chart (Be familiar with the extant of N.T. Manuscripts in comparison to other works of antiquity in terms of the amount of manuscripts known and the time gap).  I will give this to you as a handout next week.
       8.
Know the following major theological terms:

a.
Prolegomena (preliminary remarks; these are the things you think about before you even do theology).
b.
Bibliology (Study of the Bible).

c.
Theology (broad category for the study of God)

d.
Theology Proper (the study of God Himself).

e.
Christology (study of Christ)

f.
Pneumatology (study of the Holy Spirit)

g.
Anthropology (study of humanity)

h.
Ecclesiology (study of the Church)

i.
Israelology (study of Israel)
j
Trinity (study of the Trinity)
k.
Eschatology (study of End-Time events)

l.
Soteriology (study of Salvation)

m.
Hamartiology (study of sin).

n.
Hermeneutics (the science of art of interpretation).

9.
Remember the historical views of interpretation (hermeneutics) in early Christianity between the School of Alexandria (allegorical; sensus plenior) and the School of Antioch (literal; sensus singular).  
10.
Remember the definitions of the various approaches discussed in reconciling discrepancies (or Bible difficulties):


a.
The Abstract Approach (e.g., B. B. Warfield)


b.
The Harmonistic Approach (e.g., Edward J. Young; Louis Gaussen).


c.
The Moderate Harmonistic Approach (e.g., Everett Harrison).


d.
The Errant Source Approach (e.g., Edward J. Carnell)


e.
The Biblical Errancy Approach (e.g., Dewey Beegle).

11.
Define Synoptic:  The word "synoptic" comes from two Greek words, syn and opsesthai, meaning "to see together." Essentially the synoptic problem involves all the difficulties that arise because of the similarities and differences between the Gospel accounts. Matthew, Mark, and Luke have received the title "Synoptic Gospels" because they present the life and ministry of Jesus Christ similarly. The content and purpose of John's Gospel are sufficiently distinct to put it in a class by itself. It is not one of the so-called Synoptic Gospels.

a.
When "Gospel" is capitalized it typically refers to a book of the Bible whereas "gospel" not capitalized typically refers to the “salvation” message.


b.
Flowing from the “Synoptic Problem” we have the following methods used:
1.
Historical Criticism is a broad term that covers techniques to (1) date documents and traditions, (2) to verify events reported in these documents, and (3) to use the results in historiography to reconstruct and interpret.

a.
Remember, some favored the view that Mark was one of the primal sources because over 90 percent of the material in Mark also appears in Matthew and or Luke. Some posited another primary source "Q," an abbreviation of the German word for source, quelle. It supposedly contained the material in Matthew and Luke that does not appear in Mark.

2. Form criticism studies literary forms, such as essays, poems, and myths, since different writings have different forms.  Form critics concentrate on the process involved in transmitting what Jesus said and did to the primary sources.

3.          Redaction critics generally accept the tenets of source and form criticism.

They also believe that the Gospel evangelists altered the traditions they received to make their own theological emphases.  They viewed the writers not simply as compilers of the church’s oral traditions but as theologians who adapted the material for their own purposes.

4.
Literary Analysis.  This approach analyses the Scriptures in terms of its literary structure, emphases, and unique internal features.  It seeks to understand the Scripture as a piece of literature by examining how the writer wrote (structured) it.  It is an aspect of “lower criticism.”
12.
Thematic Overview of the Synoptic Gospels.

I.
The Introduction of the King:  Mark 1:1-11;


II.
The Authentication of the King:  Mark 2;


III.
The Controversy over the King:  Mark 3:20-6:29


IV.
The Instruction of the Twelve by the King:  Mark 6:30-9:50


V.
The Opposition to the King:  John 7


VI.
The Preparation of the Disciples by the King:  Mark 10


VII.
The Official Presentation of the King:  Mark 11-12

IX. The Preparation for the Death of the King:  Mark 13:1-37

IX.
The Rejection of the King:  Mark 14-15


X.
The Resurrection of the King:  Mark 16

13.
Thesis statement of Matthew:  Matthew records kingly facts of the life and ministry of Jesus in order to demonstrate that He is the Christ.

a. Major divisions of thought in Matthew:
1. The Person of the King:  Chapters 1-4

2. The Platform of the King: Chapters 5-7

3. The Power of the King:
Chapters 8-10

4. The Progressive Rejection of the King:  Chapters 11-25  

5. The Passion of the King:  Chapters 26-28

b. Major Interpretations to the Sermon on the Mount:
1. The Sermon on the Mount is the first of five major discourses that Matthew included in his Gospel. Each one follows a narrative section, and each ends with the same formula statement concerning Jesus' authority (cf. 7:28-29). The Sermon on the Mount has probably attracted more attention than any discourse in history. 

2. Major Interpretations of the Sermon on the Mount:

a.
Sociological Interpretation:  The purpose of the Sermon was to enable people to know what God required so that by obeying they might obtain salvation. 

b.
A second approach to the Sermon is the sociological view that sees it not as a guide to personal salvation but to the salvation of society.

c.
A third approach is to believe Jesus gave the Sermon primarily to convict His hearers about their sins. They believe his purpose was also to make them realize that their only hope of salvation and participation in His kingdom was God's grace. This view is the penitential approach.

d. The ecclesiastical interpretation holds that the Sermon contains Jesus' ethical teaching for the church. Thus, the Sermon is a religious system of living which portrays how transformed Christians ought to live in the world.

e.
The millennial interpretation sees the Sermon as applying to the future earthly messianic kingdom exclusively (Revelation 20). 

f.
The sixth view is that the Sermon presents ethical instructions for Jesus' disciples that apply from the time Jesus gave them until the beginning of the kingdom. This is the interim approach to interpreting the Sermon.  Therefore, the Sermon is primarily addressed to disciples (those who identified with Christ’s offer) exhorting them to a righteous life in view of the coming earthly kingdom. 

14. Thesis statement of Mark:  Mark was written to show that Jesus, as the Christ and the Son of God, was also the Son of Man who came to serve, suffer, and die (10:45).
a.
Two Major Divisions in Mark:

I. The Service of Christ, 1:1-10:52

II.
The Sacrifice of Christ, 11:1-16:20
15. Thesis statement of Luke:  Jesus is the perfect Son of Man who is the Savior of the world.  As God’s perfect Son of Man before the Gentiles, Jesus states His primary purpose in 19:10:“For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is lost.”*
16.
Thesis statement of John:  The Gospel of John was “written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that believing you may have life in His name.” ~ John 20:31

a.
“30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book, 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that believing you may have life in His name.” John 20:30-31. Three prominent words: signs, believe, & life reveal John’s theme.
b.
Seven Specific “signs” carefully selected by John to fulfill the stated purpose (believe; life), are used in this Gospel:
1.   Changing water into wine (2:1-11);

2.   Healing of the nobleman’s son (4:46-54);

3.   Healing of the paralytic (5:1-9);

4.   Feeding of 5,000 (6:1-14);

5.   Walking on water (6:16-21);

6.   Healing of blind man (9:1-12);

7.   Raising of Lazarus from dead (11:1-46).

17.
Know the definitions to both the major theories of atonement and the major theories of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ:


a.
Views of the Atonement:



1.
Ransom to Satan Theory (Origen)

Christ’s death was a ransom paid to Satan to purchase captive man from Satan’s claims.



2.
Recapitulation Theory (Irenaeus)

Christ in life recapitulated all the stages of human life, in so doing reversed the course initiated by Adam.




3.
Dramatic Theory (Aulen)
Christ is victor in a divine conflict of good and evil and wins man’s release from bondage.



4.
Mystical Theory (Schleiermacher)
Christ took on a human, sinful nature but through the power of the Holy Spirit triumphed over it.  A knowledge of this will mystically influences man.



5.
Example Theory (Pelagius, Socinus, Abelard)
Christ’s death provided an example of faith and obedience to inspire man to be obedient.






6.
Moral Influence Theory (Bushnell, Rashdall)
Christ’s death demonstrated God’s love, which causes man’s heart to soften and repent.






7.
Commercial Theory (Anselm)
Christ’s death brought infinite honor to God. So God gave Christ a reward which he did not need, and Christ passed it on to man.



8.
Penal Substitution Theory (Calvin)
Christ’s death was a vicarious (substitutionary) sacrifice that satisfied the demands of God’s justice upon sin, paying the penalty of man’s sin, bringing forgiveness, imputing righteousness, and reconciling man to God. 



b.
Resurrection:  Occupied Tomb Theories:




1.
Unknown Tomb (Charles A. Guignebert)
The body of Jesus buried in a common pit grave unknown to his disciples.  Therefore, the resurrection account arose out of the ignorance as to the whereabouts of the body.







2.
Wrong Tomb (Kirsopp Lake)
The women came to the wrong tomb, for there were many similar tombs in Jerusalem.  They found an open tomb and a young man who denied that this was Jesus’ tomb.  The frightened women mistakenly identified the man as an angel and fled.







3.
Legend (Early Form Critics)
The resurrection was a fabrication that evolved over a lengthy period to vindicate a leader long since dead.




4.
Spiritual Resurrection (Gnostics)




Jesus’ spirit was resurrected though his body was dead.







5.
Hallucination (Agnostics)

The disciples and followers of Jesus were so emotionally involved with Jesus’ messianic expectation that their minds projected hallucinations of the risen Lord.



c.
Unoccupied Tomb Theories




1.
Passover Plot (High Schonfield)
Jesus planned to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies of both suffering servant and ruling king through a mock death and resurrection.  Joseph of Arimathea and a mysterious ‘young man’ were co-conspirators.  The plot went bad when the soldier speared Jesus, who later died.  The ‘risen Lord’ was the young man.





2.
Resuscitation or Swoon Theory (18th Century Rationalists)
Jesus did not die on the cross; he fainted from exhaustion.  The cold temperature and spices revived him.




3.
Body Stolen by the Disciples (Jewish)




The disciples stole the body while the guards were sleeping.




4.
Existential Resurrection (Rudolf Bultmann; Marcus Borg)




A historical resurrection will never proved, but it is not necessary.

The Christ of faith need not be bound to the historical Jesus.  Rather, Christ is raised in our hearts.




5.
Historical Resurrection (Orthodox Christianity)

Jesus was resurrected by the power of God.  He showed himself to his disciples and later ascended into heaven.

18.
A miracle may simply be defined as a special act of God that interrupts the natural course of events.  Or consider this definition:  “A miracle is an event so unique or unusual, that, given all the circumstances, the best explanation is that God intervened directly.”  ~ Winfried Corduan.

       19.
Know the three major arguments against miracles (A) Improbability; (B) Violation of Natural Law; (C) Lack of Identifiability and the one major argument used for Miracles:
              A.  Improbability (David Hume, 1711-1776):


1.  Natural law is by definition a description of a regular occurrence.

2.  A miracle is by definition a rare occurrence.

3.  The evidence for the regular is always greater than that for the rare.

4.  A wise man always bases his belief on the greater evidence.

             B. Violation of Natural Law (Alister McKinnon):


       1.
A miracle is a violation of a natural law.

2.
But it is impossible to violate the actual course of events (what is, is; what happens, happens).

3.  Therefore, miracles are impossible.

        
      C.  Lack of Identifiability (Former atheist (now deist) Antony Flew):

      What is not identifiable has no evidential value.

                   1. 
A miracle must be identified (distinguished) before it can be known to have occurred).

                   2.    A miracle can be distinguished in one of two ways:  in terms of nature or in terms of the supernatural.

                   3.    To identify it by reference to the supernatural as an act of God begs the question.

                   4.   To identify it in reference to the natural event robs it of its supernatural activity.

                   5.   Therefore, miracles cannot be known to have occurred, since there is no way to   identify them.

                   D.  Argument for Miracles:


 If God exists, then miracles are possible.  There are rational arguments and evidences used to argue for the belief that God exists (e.g., cosmological arguments; teleological arguments; moral law law; religious existential need; historical resurrection of Jesus Christ, experientialism, etc).  Notwithstanding, even if all the arguments and evidences fail to show that God exists, that still does not mean that he doesn’t exist.
21.
Essentially there are four distinguishable aspects of historical evidence most historians typically use to learn about past events:   (1) apparent memories (eyewitnesses), (2) the testimony of others (either oral or written (e.g., eyewitnesses, primary and secondary documents), (3) physical traces left behind that may point to the event in question (e.g., archeology), and (4) the application of scientific principles or the application of critical interaction.

A. The historian gathers data from these above sources.

B.   The historian then applies an array of criteria to help him or her to ascertain what actually occurred in the past (to be sure, certain criteria is considered more valuable than others).

(1)
Early evidence is needed for a case to be well-established

(2) 
Eyewitnesses of that event is preferred (“best relevant evidence” or “the rule of immediacy.”).

(3) 
Multiple independent sources significantly strengthen the case. 

(4)
Details are enhanced by the principle of embarrassment, surprise, or negative reports whereby the writer (who has a friendly vested interested) makes painful remarks concerning an event, person, and/or himself/herself.

(5)
Antagonistic person or party recognizes the event or person investigated.

(6)
The event coheres with other attested historical events, events, persons, and situational setting.

(7)
Finally, the explanation proposed is scrutinized in order to see if the explanation sheds light on other known phenomena or investigated claims.

C.  Coupled with this criteria to examine historical data, the minimal approach places importance upon, first and most of all, remarkably or extraordinarily well-attested documents on several distinct grounds and, second, whether the material is classified as historical by the majority of critical scholars.  

D.  Additionally, let’s keep in mind a complimentary and helpful tool offered by the atheist David Hume.  In order to test the credibility of witnesses, Hume writes, “We entertain suspicion concerning any matter of fact when the witnesses contradict each other, when they are but few or of a doubtful character, when they have an interest in what they affirm, when they deliver their testimony with hesitation, or with too violent asseverations [declarations].”
  We can outline Hume’s concerns into four questions:

a. Do the witnesses contradict each other?

b. Are there a sufficient number of witnesses?

c. Were the witnesses truthful?

d. Were they non-prejudicial?
20.
The message statement to the Book of Acts:  The Book of Acts, a historical-theological-narrative-record, was written to give an accurately and orderly account of the development and spread of the first thirty years of Christianity by means of the ministry of the risen Jesus Christ through the person and work of the Holy Spirit.


A.
Structure of Acts:
I.     Introduction (1:1-2:4)

II. The Witness in Jerusalem (2:5-8:3)

III. The Witness in Judea & Samaria (8:4-12:25)

IV. The Witness to the Uttermost Parts of the Earth (13:1-28:31)

B.
A historical flow to Acts:

1. Early Christianity (1:1-6:7)

2. Church Spreads (6:8-9:31)

3. Church Spreads to Gentiles (9:32-12:24)

4. Church Spreads to Asia Minor (12:25-16:5)

5. Church Spreads to Europe (16:6-28:31)

21.
What are the 4 major interpretations of Acts 10:35?

a.
Justification apart from faith in Christ


b.
No justification apart from faith in Christ


c.
Saved people in every nation can please God


d.
Unsaved people in every nation can be accepted by God
22.         What is one major significant difference between the Dutch Calvinism and Presbyterian Calvinism… as discussed in class?  Image of God in Man is destroyed by the fall for the Dutch Calvinists whereas the image of God remains in man (though extensively damaged)- Presbyterian Calvinists.
23.
Know the 5 major views of what it means to be made in the image of God:

1. Image = content (personality)

2. Image = function (dominion)

3. Image = community (interpersonal relationships)

4. Image = representation (translated Hebrew preposition “in” Gen. 1:26 is translated as “as” rather than as “in”).
5. Image = holism (multifaceted view that includes all the above)

24.
The Book of Romans:

A.
Thesis statement of Romans:  Since God has graciously provided salvation for helpless sinners through His Son, we should accept that sacrifice by faith & express our gratitude by dedicating our lives to Him.

B.
Structure of Romans:

1.
The Need for God’s Righteousness:  1:1-3:20 (Sin)

2.
The Imputation of God’s Righteousness:  3:21-5:21 (Salvation)

3.
The Impartation of God’s Righteousness:  Chapters 6-8 (Sanctification)

4.
The Vindication of God’s Righteousness:  Chapters 9-11 (Sovereignty)

5.
The Practice of God’s Righteousness:  Chapters 12-16 (Service).

C. According to J. Budziszewski there are five witnesses for God’s existence, objective morality, and truth (Romans 1)… these are aspects of natural theology:
1. Witness of Creation;

2. Witness of Human Design;

3. Witness of Godward Longings;

4. Witness of Conscience;

5. Witness of Consequences.

25.
Theories of Original Sin:
A. Pelagianism

B. Arminianism

C. Calvinism

1. Seminalism:  Imputation of Adam’s Sin (Romans 5:12)

2. Federalism   Imputation of Adam’s Sin (Romans 5:12).

26.
Theories on the Nature of Sin.

A.
Dualism
 (Greek Philosophy and Gnosticism):  Man has a spirit derived from the kingdom of light, and a body with its animal life derived from the kingdom of darkness.  Sin is thus a physical evil, the defilement of the spirit by its union with a material body.  Sin is to overcome by destroying the influence of the body on the soul.
B.
Selfish (Augustus Strong):  Sin is selfishness.  It is preferring one’s own ideas to God’s truth.  It is preferring the satisfaction of one’s own will to doing God’s will.   It is oving oneself more than God.  It manifests itself as sensuality, unbelief, and enmity to God.

C.
Pelagian (Pelagius):  Adam’s sin injured only himself.  Thus, all persons born in into this world in the same state in which Adam was created.  They have knowledge of what is evil and the power to do all that God requires.  Sin, therefore, consists only in the deliberate choice of evil.

D. Augustinian (Augustine):  All persons possess an inherent, hereditary depravity, which involves both guilt and corruption.  We are offensive to God’s holiness because of deliberate acts of transgression and the absence of right affections.  

E. Roman Catholic (Church teaching and tradition):  Original sin is transmitted to all people.  We are born in sin and oppressed with the corruption of our natures.  This privation of righteousness allows the lower powers of man’s nature to gain ascendancy over the higher, and he grows up in sin.  The nature of sin is stated as the death of the soul.  Sin, therefore, consists in the loss of righteousness and the disorder of the whole of nature.

F. Evangelical:  Sin is a transgression of the law of God, failure to conform to the standard of God, a principle (or state within humanity), rebellion against God, and wrongful acts toward God and humanity.

27.
Views of Salvation:


A. Liberation Theology:
Deliverance from Oppression.  The means of salvation is politics and revolution.

B. Existential Theology:  A fundamental altering of our existence, our outlook, and conduct of life.  Obtaining “authentic experience” or being called by God (or the gospel) to one’s true self and true destiny.  The means of salvation is by that person putting to death his striving for self-gratification and security apart from God, place faith in God, and be open to the future.  Faith is abandoning the quest for tangible realities and transitory objects.

C. Secular Theology:  Salvation is moving away from religion and learning to be independent of God, coming of age, affirming oneself and getting involved in the world.  The means of salvation is abandoning religion and the need for God and becoming self-sufficient and fully human.  This is accomplished through introspection, affirmation, and the practice of scientific (e.g., antisupernatural) inquiry).

D. Roman Catholic Theology:  Salvation is receiving grace from God through the church.  The means of salvation is receiving grace through the sacraments of the Church.
E. Evangelical Theology:  Salvation is the change of position before God, from guilty to innocent.  The means of salvation is being justified by faith alone in the finished work of Christ alone and receiving the Holy Spirit of God in regeneration, indwelling, and sealing unto the day of redemption.

F. Major Views of Election:

1. Arminianism:  The conditional choice of God which he determined who would believe based on his foreknowledge of who will exercise faith.  Election is the result of one’s faith.

2. Calvinism:  The unconditional and loving choice of God by which he determines who must believe.  Election is the cause of one’s faith.

3. Moderate Calvinism:  The unconditional and loving choice of God by which he determines who will believe. Election is the cause of one’s faith.
G. Basic Soteriological Terms to Know:

1. Justification:  Being judiciously declared righteous before God.
2. Regeneration:  Being brought to spiritual life from spiritual death by God by means of the Holy Spirit.
3. Reconciliation:  The enmity between God and believer is reconciled.

4. Propitiation:  God’s wrath has been satisfied by the blood of Jesus Christ.

5. Sanctification:  The work of God in developing the new life and bringing it to perfection.  It is the separation from the sinful and setting apart for a sacred purpose.

6. Adoption:  The transfer of the believer from alienation from God to sonship (i.e., into God’s family).
7. Election:  The aspect of the eternal purpose of God whereby he certainly and eternally determines by means of unconditional and loving choice who will believe.

8. Foreordination:  God’s predetermination of all things that occur in his creation, both events and a person’s actions.  All things that happen external to God are determined by him and are certain.
9. Predestination:  Differs from foreordination in that the former concerns the determination of all things, whereas predestination relates specifically to the determination of the elect and their conformity to the image of Christ.  

10. Double predestination:  Specifically relates to God’s determination of the elect and the non-elect.[image: image1.png]
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