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By Rev. Paul R. Shockley

Scripture reading: Psalm 139:1-18

l. Introduction:

A. In many of my classes there are certain studehtstend to stand out among the rest. In
one particular class at A&M one of those outstagditudents asked for my counsel. We
arranged a time to talk and this is a portion sfdiory.

Raised in a near perfect Christian home, brougthih iqgving godly family with
Christ at the center, | could quote massive postiainScripture | whole heartily
sought to obey Christ, and attempt to share thpejas Jesus Christ as often as
possible. | also know all the major doctrineshaf Bible. Being trained
musically by my family, | would find myself leadirgpngregations in worship to
God. But while | was faithful to Christ from alkkeounts one could observe, |
hid within myself a painful problem, one that plagumne to such an extent that |
now find myself being swallowed up by depressidtith a voice that began to
choke, he softly cried outProfessor Shockley, | can’'t feel God! Where is’'He?

Because He couldn’t feel God, within himself degan to seriously doubt
whether or not God actually existed.

B. Indeed, where is God?

1.

If some of us were honest, really honest, this question we may have asked
deep within our hearts, one whereby we have natdan answer. Well, this
morning message is titleddh God where Art Th&i We will examine the
biblical concept of God'’s presence by drawing upeweral passages of
Scripture. My hope is that the truths regardirafiG presence will become
dearer to you. But, to be honest, I'm not just adding those of us who have this
angst, this existential struggle within about Gaaf'ssence.

There are people in this room who are hurtifitjcted, and burdened by
problems, issues, and what seem to un-surmount&aegaps some us feel like
we can't tread the water anymore, we are on the eflgiving up; where’s the
rescue ship: God, where are you; | need you!We call out to you, but you
are silent” For some of us, the Christmas season is lonadycepressing. From
single parents to widows, from those of us who hautived our loved ones, to
those of us are haunted by frightening memoriesuofchildhood, from men and
women in the military, to those whose family mensbmight be in prison,
Christmas can be tough!

Then there are those of us, if we are brutadlydst, who are trying to ignore
God’s presence because we want to live the way ave 0 live. We may even
go to great depths in an effort to rid his voice amade His presence. But my
prayer is that you will respond to God’s love, megrnd grace, and turn to Him;



allow him to soften your heart; He knew all thatiywould do in rebellion
against Him, and yet He still chose you to be ia tdimily.

1. So this morning I'm addressing those of us wigocarrying this angst
because we can't seem feel God; those of us whbuatimg and are
calling out to Him, but don’'t see Him, and thosewio are trying to
ignore Him because we are deliberately choosingnviliover God's.

C. Before we begin by turning to 1 Kings Chapterl@®@me make two preliminary
comments.

1.

First, what do | mean when | say God’s presenice@ssence, what I'm talking
about is God’s omnipresence which means that Geddasywhere present. He is
present everywhere though separate from the woddlze things in it. This is
contrast to pantheism that states that God is @veg: God is not creation.
Rather, God is the Author of creation.

And second, it is just staggering to see have iwork has been done by
theological scholars on God’s omnipresence! Godisipresence is a fact that is
absolutely plain in Scripture. There is littleaission on the matter in many of
the theological works | examined on the topic. Big a plain fact, nevertheless.
For example, in Jeremiah 23:23-24, God statés) f only a God nearby... and
not a God far away? The idea here is that God is bdtrear” and “far off.” In
fact, there is no place in creation where a manhide from the presence of God.
“Do not I fill heaven and earth?'(23:24).

While there are a multitude of passages we gamine, we will be examining
examine several major portions of Scripture. Lbggin by turning to 1 Kings
19.

! Interesting comments worth noting.

First, consider this statement by A. W. Tozer:

Few other truths are taught in the Scriptures with as glaatly as the doctrine of the divine
omnipresence. Those passages supporting this truth plaisohat it would take considerable
effort to misunderstand them. They declare that God is iembin His creation, that there is no
place in heaven or earth or hell where men may hide frorprdgence. They teach that God is at
once far off and near, and that in Him men move and lidehane their beingA. W. Tozer,The
Knowledge of the HolgSan Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 136B80].



[I. God’s Presence: Don’t Pursue the Dramatic!

A.

1 Kings 19 Let me briefly set the contekt:

1.

In chapter 17 we are introduced to the prophmiigstry of Elijah. He was
introduced after Jeroboam divided the kingdom &mavorship. To be sure, there
were other prophets before Elijah, but they didperform miracles as Elijah

did. In fact, the prophets who ministered to Jydiaé southern kingdom, did not
need miracles because God’s testimony was stittakto their lives. But Israel,
the northern kingdom, had rejected the presenodf In fact, the worshipped
golden calves. Thus, Elijah’s ministry of miracleas a testimony to the people
that God was still in their midst and He demandrtattention. Thus, God
intended to shake them up so that they would seeféwothey had moved away
from Him.

God does that! Sometimes he gently nudges uswhem we do not respond, he
creates a crisis in our lives that wakes us up famdes us to make a decision to
offer our utmost for His highest (January 1Q@dwald Chamberdgvly Utmost for
His Highest).

If we examine Elijah’s ministry to wayward hesrive see that he shuts up the heavens
and it does not rain for three years. He theredallown fire from heaven upon the
sheriffs and others who were sent to arrest himbaumdy him before the king. These
miracles caught the attention of the people andywed at least a degree of repentance.
They realized that God was chastising them.

Then in Chapter 18:

...we come to the famous judgment against Baal, aadvwto philosophies in
Israel come to a climactic clash on Mount Carniéiere Elijah challenges four
hundred priests of Baal to a contest to determinielwdeity has the power to
send down fire from heaven. In a remarkable sdem¢aunts them as they slash
their flesh and cry out to their god. “Shout lottiee said. Surely he is a god!
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or trayelMaybe he is sleeping and
must be awakened! (1 Kings 18:27).

When the pagan priests have exhausted themselwesawail, Elijah rolled up
his sleeves and goes to work. He repairs the @itdre Lord, which has fallen
into disrepair, then orders four large jars of wabebe poured over the bull and
the wood upon the altar. He intends to make $waethe demonstration of
God’s power is not merely spectacular but absalstonishing. Then he calls
upon God, and God sends down a fire so intensetthat only consumes the
sacrifice but the water and the stones of thelaltarce judgment is exercised,
the heavens open again and rain pours down updaribé

2 For this portion on Elijah, I've largely adapted RaySBdman’sAdventuring Through the Bible: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Entire Bip180-1. He simply offers some of the best summaries of
historical accounts of Scripture I've ever read.

3 1dem.



But then something unexpected happens afteutiiztlievable miracle affirming that the
power and presence Almighty Jehovah: Elijah fdazebel!

1 Kings 19: 1-8. Read passage:

1.

4.

In essence, here’s a fella that was so courageben he faced four hundred
priests on the mountaintop and now, he is runmrigrror from one angry
woman! He’s so defeated that he hides under péuriush, and begs God to
take his life. But God shows him grace.

First, God puts Elijah to bed under the junipee and gives him a good night's
rest. And second, God gives him a good meal, dlyiprovided by an angel of
the Lord.

Verse 8 records that he went in the strengthaiffood forty days and forty
nights as far as Mt. Horebthe mountain of Gatl

But it is verses 8-12 that interests me for ouppses:Read verses 8-12:

Let's make some observations about Verses 8-12:

1.

First, look at verse 8 and let's consider locatid&iijah ends up Mt. Horeb.
Now, why is this important? Well, it is anothemma for Mt. Sinai.

| submit to you the possibility that Elijah wantsexperience the presence of
God as Moses did when he climbed this mountaistehito the words of
Exodus 19:16-20

So it came about on the third day, when it was moiing, that there were
thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upa the mountain and a
very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people whavere in the camp
trembled. 17 And Moses brought the people out of thcamp to meet God,
and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 NowWount Sinai was all in
smoke because the LORD descended upon it in firend its smoke ascended
like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountaigquaked violently. 19
When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and loude Moses spoke and
God answered him with thunder. 20 And the LORD came&lown on Mount
Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD cdéd Moses to the top of
the mountain, and Moses went up.

Just as Moses experienced God’s glory in the spectacular way, it seems to
me that Elijah wants the same. Why? He wantaddeive the same experience
for his own reassurance. What's my justificationthis view? Consider 1

Kings 19:11-13:

11 So He said, “Go forth, and stand on the mountaibefore the LORD.”
And behold, the LORD was passing by! And a great ahstrong wind was
rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the ks before the LORD;
but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wird an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 And after tle earthquake a fire,



but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle
blowing. 13 And it came about when Elijah heard itthat he wrapped his
face in his mantle, and went out and stood in thentrance of the cave. And
behold, a voice came to him and said, “What are yodoing here, Elijah?”

What's my point? The young man who was cngagto me about not feeling
God... was looking for reassurance in the dramddon’t be like Elijah and
only seek assurance in the dramatic. Sometime&s@otte comes in a small
whisper through such things as:

a. Witness of Creation (Psalm 19)

b. Witness of Conscience (Romans 2:14-16)

C. Correction (Hebrews 12)

d. Conviction of sin

e. Consequences (Colossians 2)

f. Comforting Protection (Psalm 91: A Psalm ofstju
g. godly counsel.

h. Answered prayer.

i. Even when you use your spiritual gift (RomanstBgre is a hand-in-
glove sensation; you are maximized and feel mastera as if this is
what you were always meant to do.

J- The Scripture: When the Word of God is animaded illuminated
before you. It comes alive like animated drawings.

Here’s my first major pointDon’t pursue the dramatic. Look at the ordinary
and if you will open your eyes and look around, thedinary becomes
extraordinary.

a. For example, | asked that young man if he had led people to Jesus
Christ. He said “yes.” - Is that not an eviden€&od's presence?

b. | asked him if he saw believers dramaticallyttlreir lives around from
a path of rebellion against God to a path of abandmt to Him. He
said “yes.” - Is that not evidence that God is dbleoften rebellious
hearts and restore brethren to Himself?

C. | asked him if ever seen anyone unexpectedlietiedde said, “yes!” -
Is that not evidence of God'’s presence.



C. | asked him if he ever received answered prajier said, “yes!” - Why
isn't that sufficient for you?

d. I don’t know if you have ever done this, but afeny favorite scholars,
Gary Habermas, and his wife, for several years oheciied every prayer
request they offered to God. They discovered @t answered 67% of
their requests.

e. What does all this say? It says that God’sgures is seen in the
ordinary events of our lives but in extraordinagys.

f. The young man’s only criterion was the dramatite wanted to have a
dramatic encounter with God. But even fire contliogvn from heaven
was not enough for Elijah! He flees and rushegmft. Sinai. The
dramatic events he received were not enough; Heéedanore! If we
only look at the dramatic, it will only take anotldramatic event; we
have an insatiable thirst for it!

6. But once again, don't pursue the dramatic! Look #te ordinary and if you
will open your eyes, the ordinary becomes extraoaty. But at the same time,
don’t dismiss the dramatic when it does come!

[ll. Don’t pursue the Dramatic but Anticipate the Dramatic!

In both the Gospels of Matthew and Luke we havaitket account of God’s presence.
To be honest, the story about when he first appldareot a cute story, but one that is
actually quite cruel. See, it occurred duringrdign of the Roman Empire and just
outside of a small hotel in an obscure Jewishgélla sweet, innocent lady was forced to
give birth to her baby in a stable. Not only wrere no vacancies in this hotel, but no
one staying there even offered a bed to help tbiman in labor. But perhaps they were
just too preoccupied with other things to consitierneeds of another. But let us take
this lesson: a simple offer of kindness from argyahthat inn to an ordinary couple
would have resulted in the opportunity to witndes most extraordinary event in human
history-God is with us! Nevertheless, she cradiésl God-man in a cattle-trough. The
Baby born at Bethlehem was God. Therefore, God thear to people in the flesh when
He came to earth adding humanity to His deity an$t®cond Person of the Trinity.

There is another way to look at this.... | cangina the inn-keeper after closing the door
to this couple and sayingl'th so busy! There are people everywhere! I'm pletely
overwhelmed! And now a lady is going to give bimtla stable! Oh, God, where art
thou?

Zecharias, who was filled with the Holy Spigtpphesied this coming event when he
said in Luke 1:68-75:
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel,

For He has visited and redeemed His people,
And has raised up a horn of salvation fas

In the house of His servant David,

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophst

69

70
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Whohave beersince the world began,

That we should be saved from our enemies

And from the hand of all who hate us,

To perform the mercypromisedto our fathers

And to remember His holy covenant,

The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:

To grant us that we, Being delivered fronthe hand of our enemies,
Might serve Him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before Hiall the days of our life?

He visited and redeemed His people. God left ba/bBnly home and pitched his tent to
save His people in the person of the Lord JesustChr

D. Read Matthew 1:18-24:

1.

Thus, in fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiali4, His name was
Immanuel, meaning,God with us’ Thus, Matthew makes it clear that God
made his presence known; God drew near to save.

Hebrews 1:1-3 put it this way: God, who at variougimes and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the progs,? has in these last
days spoken to us byis Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the worlds® who being the brightness oHis
glory and the express image of His person, and uphding all things by the
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged ousins, sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high.

The upshot is that biblical history records thaude who is God, made His
presence visible to save. He demonstrated that&$eGwd-Man, the Messiah,
the Savior, by controlling nature, fulfilling Biblerophecies, feeding thousands,
healing the sick and the lame, speaking the greatasis ever spoken, turning
water into wine, doing the greatest deeds ever dueer committing a sin,
declared innocent six times by his accusers, arehti;g His shekinah glory!

Said differently, he used the dramatideven with the dramatic, even with all
those evidences, there were those who did not W@amtaround. In fact, at the
cross of Calvary, the crowds of people yelt&&yay with Him!” They were
more comfortable with a murderous Zealot than thege with Immanuel (Luke
23:18).

So, they nailed him to a cross [pause]. They ddilen to a cross.

%> Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all
the land. *® And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with adud voice,
saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?”

4" Some of those who stood there, when they heard thaaid, “This Man is
calling for Elijah!” “® Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, fdd
it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offeredt to Him to drink.

“The New King James Versidt982 (Lk 1:67-75). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



*9 The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elija will come to save Him.”
0 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, andigided up His Spirit [It is
finished!].

1 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn itwo from top to bottom:;
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were splif? and the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fati@sleep were raised>*
and coming out of the graves after His resurrectionthey went into the holy
city and appeared to many.

** S0 when the centurion and those with him, who werguarding Jesus, saw
the earthquake and the things that had happened, #y feared greatly,
saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!®

~ Matthew 27:45-54

7. For some, like the Roman centurion, the dramatimewas sufficient. But even
Jesus’ closest friend .His disciples, who saw tivactes Christ performed in his
three years of public ministry, found themselvesarticipating the dramatic as
when he prophetically revealed his future resuiwadrom the dead as recorded
in the Gospel of Mark.

8. What's my justification? Consider Luke 24:33-43

% S0 they rose up that very hour and returned to Jarsalem, and found the
eleven and thosevho werewith them gathered together* saying, “The

Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simonf® And they told about
the thingsthat had happenean the road, and how He was known to them in
the breaking of bread.

% Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stioia the midst of them,
and said to them, “Peace to you.?’ But they were terrified and frightened,
and supposed they had seen a spirit And He said to them, “Why are you
troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?® Behold My hands and
My feet, that it is | Myself. Handle Me and see, foa spirit does not have
flesh and bones as you see | have.”

4%\When He had said this, He showed them His hands dis feet.** But
while they still did not believe for joy, and marvded, He said to them,

“Have you any food here?"*? So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and
some honeycomb®* And He took it and ate in their presencé.

a. The physical nature of Jesus’ resurrected baty/aenfirmed by the fact
that he ate broiled fish and honeycomb.

9. We could go on and look at the account of dowgpiihomas, but | believe you
get the picture!

10. Don’t pursue the dramatic! Look at the ordinary around you and you will
see the extraordinary. His handiwork, His presenceand His guidance can
be seen. But anticipate the dramatic as the Bibleroclaims it to be.

*The New King James Versidt982 (Mt 27:45-54). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

SIbid.



11. For example, consider the dramatic this ®@ag answers prayers.

In this congregation we can look and see time amd again that God answers
prayer. For example,

a.

b.

Mr. Beyer's father became a Christian at 103.
We’ve seen people here healed by the Lord!

| saw God show up in an amazing way in viewa#Ine powerfully
used our own Dan Enright last Thursday.

For sure, it does not always happen the way as wto, but when |
give God my prayers, | can expect Him to answtrdtway He intends.
And when He does not answer our prayers the wawave Him to, this
too is evidence of His tender presence; He knowet vghbest.

That young man who poured out his heart to rok tomfort in
knowing that God will never do anything less thaa itfinite perfect
best. We can trust Him even when our whys arenswered. His
silence can be a giftet me put it this way: you don’t want God to
answer all your prayers the way you want them to banswered.

E. Before | move on to my last point, | do want to ri@m one other dramatic scene that the
Bible predicts regarding our future presence witddGhis is drama as the Bible
proclaims it to be! Listen to these words from Ration 22:

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, elar as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.? In the middle of its street, and on
either side of the river,wasthe tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, eachree
yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of theree werefor the healing of
the nations.® And there shall be no more curse, but the thronef God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shakerve Him.* They shall see
His face, and His nameshall beon their foreheads.® There shall be no night
there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, fothe Lord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever and ever.’

IV. Don't pursue the dramatic; look for the extraordinary in the ordinary. But anticipate
the dramatic as the Bible proclaims it to be. Butlon’'t merely anticipate the dramatic,

allow the dramatic to live through you.

A. God’s presence is not only among His people buti®w in His people, through the
ministry of the Holy Spirit (Psalm 51:11; 139;dohn 14:17-18, 23; 16:7-L5Consider,
just before Jesus’ crucifixion, in the Upper RobDiscourse, why would Jesus tell His
disciples it was better for Him to depart from th€lmhn 16:7? Why?

"The New King James Versidt982 (Re 22:1-5). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



While on the earth in His physical body, our ddevas present among His people and His
disciples. But when the Lord ascended into heaMensent His Holy Spirit to dwell in

His people, so that He is ever-present with EVERYever, no matter where he or she
might be, what their background is, or what theyehdone. Upon receiving salvation,
the Holy Spirit of God conveys the presence of Golis people

| return to the sermon | gave last summer oh RPHi2-13 whereby we examined the fact
that it is God who works in you both to will anddo for His good pleasure. Christ
predicted thatrivers of living watet would flow from within the Christian (John 7:37-
39).

1. Like the story of Corrie Ten Boom when she faoed of her prisoner guards,
God can work in you in such a way that you can lineunlovely, stand alone
with confidence, when everyone else is against goaister to those who are
hurting even if it costs you, face your enemiesilite love of Christ, and flee
from intoxicating pleasures. Afterwards, you ldmck on those events and you
can only claim that God used you! He used youder&ain place at a certain
time for a certain purpose.

2. Therefore, we should consistently seek to béroled by the Holy Spirit! The
spiritual life of the believer is the life of Jes@hrist reproduced in the child of
God by means of the Holy Spirit.

3. There is not really a feeling that comes with Holy Spirit's presence; we have
to know that He is there in His Word and we sed@&nvtes in it when we bear the
fruit of the Spirit and our spiritual gifts are ase

V. How Should We Then Live?

Consider the following four principles:

A.

First, when it comes to God'’s presence, how muchigence do we really have to
have in order to remove our doubts and trust Him wih our daily affairs, no matter
how painful they are?

1. | suggest, following Pascal and Peter Kreeft, Gad's purpose is to show or
give us enough data to help us to believe, buenotigh to coerce us. God
wants us to come to Him; He wants us to pursue Hiengloesn’'t want to
force us to love Him.

2. Consider what Paul Moser has to say. He artad4o0 much evidence
may actually have the result of satisfying us withaur ever coming to God,

8 Proofs of Indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirithvereby he takes up residence in the believer: 3@i39; Acts
11:17; Rom. 5:5; 8:9; 11; 1 Cor. 2:12; 6:19-20;1B2:2 Cor. 5:5; Gal. 3;2; 4:6; 1 John 3:24; 4;Th the Day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit cam to make His Churchrilsidence, indwelling every believer.
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thereby satisfying our senses, but not contributingh to us in developing a
personal relationship with hihGod simply becomes a collection of facts.

We need to remember that Jesus gave "doubting T$icaild rebuke for
his lack of belief (John 20:29). Though Thomas hatyet seen the risen
Jesus for himself, he still should have believerighod testimony of his
colleagues whiad seen him.

B. Second, God’s presence should be a source of contfiar us!

1. As Psalm 139 declares, God is always with us.n8 matter what I'm going
through, God is present.

2. Written to Christians, the author of HebrewsestaNever will | leave you;
never will | forsake you{Heb. 13:5).

3. Jesus is the Good Shepherd whorneaees His sheep in a time of danger
(John 10:11-12).

4, lllustration from my brother’s death.
C. Third, God’s presence should also serve as a warrgh HE SEES ALL!

1. As recorded in Revelation 2, He walks in theshiaf the Seven Churches!
Nothing escapes his eyes, his mind, his ears, @sninch.

2. Personal illustration: Placing Jesus in a Drawe

3. Even in hell unbelievers, who raised their fistsebellion against him, will bow
down at His name (Philippians 2).

D. And fourth, God’s presence can be known apart framguments and evidences{ou
can intimately experience God’s presence when Yyacepyour faith in God, believing
that He is God, who died on the cross for your aims rose bodily from the dead. When
you receive His love gift of salvation in the opams of faith, you will receive over 215
benefits that can never be removed. Some of thesefits include Him taking residence
inside of you; another is that you are now hiscthiho will spend eternity with Him,
never away from His everlasting and abiding love.

® Paul Moser, itWhy isn't God More Obvious?: Finding the God Whddsi& SeekERZIM Booklets, order at: 1-800-
448-6766].

11



VI. In Conclusion:

Don't pursue the dramatic; look for the extraordimg in the ordinary. But anticipate the
dramatic as the Bible proclaims it to be. But domerely anticipate the dramatic, allow the
dramatic to live through you.

Let's Pray:

Oh Lord God, you who inhabit eternity,

The heavens declare your glory;

The earth your riches;

The universe is your temple;

Your presence fills immensity;

Otr of your pleasure you created life, and commuaied happiness;

You made us what we are, and gave us what we have;

In you we live and move and have our being;

Your providence has established the boundaries af lsabitation, and you wisely administer
all our affairs-with goodness.

We thank you for your riches to us in Jesus Chrifdy the unclouded revelation of Him in
Your Word, where we are able to behold his perscmaracter, grace, glory, humiliation,
sufferings, death, and resurrection;

Give us a deep passion and burden to walk in coagihintimacy with you, and cry with Job, “I
am vile; with Peter, ‘I perish; with the publicarn’'Be merciful to me, a sinner.”

Subdue in us the love of sin.

Let us know the need of renovation as well as afgiweness in order to serve you whole
heartily and walk with you intimately;

We come to you in the all-prevailing name of JedDRrist. With nothing of our own to plead.
No works, no worthiness, no promises.

We are often straying, often knowingly opposing yawuthority, often abusing your goodness;
In fact, | suspect that much of our guilt arisesdm our religious privileges, our low estimation
of them , and our failure to use them appropriated you intend..

But we are not careless of your favor regardlessyotir glory;

Heavenly Father, as we leave today impress are upsmeeply with a sense of your
omnipresence, that you about our paths, our ways; oconversations, the plans we conceive,
the deeds we do and don’t do, our lying down, anad end*°

10 Adapted, modified, and expanded from Arthur Befidte Valley of Vision
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