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CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS:  4373 S
January-May 2010
“The more this truth [Word of God] is brought before the mind, the more we commune with it, entering into its import, applying it to our own case, appropriating its principles, appreciating its motives, rejoicing in its promises, trembling at its threatenings, rising by its influence from what is seen and temporal to what is unseen and eternal; the more may we expect to be transformed by the renewing of our mind so as to approve and love whatever is holy, just, and good.  Men [and women] distinguished for their piety have ever been men of meditation as well as men of prayer; men accustomed to withdraw the mind from the influence of the world with its thousand joys and sorrows, and to bring it under the influence of the doctrines, precepts, and promises of the Word of God.”~ Dr. Charles Hodge
I. course description:
This is an introductory study of selected issues in apologetics.  Common objections to Christian truth claims will be critically appraised and answered.

This course is designed to present to you the major fields of apologetics with the purpose of equipping you to better defend your faith, present truth, and give honest answers for personal and corporate evangelism and edification.
II. course objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Articulate an informed and coherent approach to apologetics.

2. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of competing worldviews.
3. Explain the arguments and proofs for God’s existence, Jesus Christ as the God-Man, and the reliability of the Bible.
4. List and Describe the various models of Christian apologetics
5. Understand the relationship between apologetics, natural theology,  special revelation, Soteriology, & Pneumatology.
6. Describe the vital need for apologetics in the Christian faith
7. Identify the fundamentals of the Christian faith
8. Categorize the various ministries of the Holy Spirit.

9. Recognize  people’s “situatedness”,  learn how to meet them where they are, and lead them where they need to be.
10. Appreciate the importance, nature, sources, figures, and study of apologetics.
11. Articulate personal convictions rooted in an understanding of concepts, presuppositions, philosophical bases and worldviews that have been examined in light of biblical principles.
III. course textbooks:
A. Required:













Norman Geisler & Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be An Atheist (Wheaton:  Crossway, 2004).

Norman Geisler, Baker’s Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics (Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1999).

Josh McDowell, The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict (Nashville:  Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999).

Randy Newman, Questioning Evangelism (Grand Rapids:  Kregel,  2004).





B. Recommended:

To Everyone an Answer:  A Case for the Christian Worldview, edited by Francis Beckwith, William Lane Craig, and J. P. Moreland (Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 2004).
Five Views on Apologetics, edited by Steven Cowan (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2000).
Norman Geisler & Peter Bocchino, Unshakable Foundations: Contemporary Answers to Crucial Questions about the Christian Faith (Minneapolis:  Bethany House, 2001).

Douglas Groothuis, On Jesus (London:  Wadsworth Publishing, 2003); ibid., Truth Decay:  Defending Christianity Against the Challenges of Postmodernism (Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 2000).

J. P. Moreland & William Lane Craig, Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview (Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 2003).

Who Made God?  And Answers to 100 other tough questions of faith, eds. by Ravi Zacharias and Norman Geisler (Grand Rapids:   Zondervan, 2003).

William L. Craig, Hard Question, Real Answers (Grand Rapids:  Wheaton 2003).
 _________.  Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics, 3rd edition (Grand Rapids:  Crossway, 2008).
Bryan A. Follis, Truth with Love:  The Apologetics of Francis A. Schaeffer (Wheaton:  Crossway, 2006).

New Dictionary of Christian Apologetics (Edited by W.C. Campbell-Jack and Gavin McGrath (Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 2006).
IV. course requirements:
C. 33.3%
Mid-Exam:  9 March 2010
D. 33.3%
Final Exam:  4 May 2010
E. 33.3%
Evangelism Reports:  27 April 2010
1.
The professor has the right to alter the requirements or grading at his or her discretion. Moreover, the schedule of assignments is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.

2. Reading Assignments will primarily revolve around required textbooks and other readings deemed appropriate by the professor.
3. Your apologetic report will summarize at least 14 opportunities whereby you’ve had the opportunity to use apologetics as you seek to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Your report will begin with location of encounter/opportunity.  You will explain what objection or problem you faced, what aspect of apologetics you used from this class to assist you, what were the results from your interaction, any follow up that was made, and what you found you needed to improve upon (emotionally, intellectually, etc) in case someone raises a similar objection.  Though I want this report double-spaced, 12 size font, proper grammar and spelling used, I want you to be prepared to present your experiences with the whole class on 29 April 2010 (selected accounts).  This report is due at the beginning of class.
       4.    Mid-Term and Final Exam:

There will be both a mid-term and final exam over required reading and lectures.  The exams will be objective.  It may include matching, true/false, fill-in-the blank, short discussion, and/or essay.    Mid-term will be a take home exam.  It will be a closed book exam whereby you are not allowed to receive any assistance in the completion of this exam, whether organic or inorganic.  See class schedule for exam.  The final exam may include material from mid-term exam.

5. Class Participation:











It is in your best interest to pro-actively participate in class discussion by being punctual in attendance, studying required and recommend readings, bombarding material with questions, exploring the justifications of substantive views, and engaging in the classroom process.  Take good notes.  Make your studies an expression of worship each and every time.

F. Late Assignments:













Failure to turn in your apologetic report at the beginning of class without a cogent, documented excuse will automatically result in a numerical grade of “00.”  This is considerably lower than an F.  Electronic copy of research paper is unacceptable.  Lastly, you are not allowed to miss scheduled examinations without a cogent, documented excuse.  Failure to attend will automatically result in a numerical grade of “00.”

G. Attendance:













It is critical that students attend class in order to succeed in this course.  Be punctual.  Do not be tardy.  If you are more than 15 minutes late, then you will be counted absent for that particular class.  If you are counted absent more than three times, then you will need to drop course.  Failure to officially withdraw from course will automatically result in an F.

Students are expected to attend all classes in which they are enrolled. Students are allowed to miss 20% of all class time without penalty. Absences totaling more than 20% of class time may result in an automatic “F”. 

H. Letter/Numerical Grade Scale
	A+
98-100
	B+
88-89
	C+
78-79
	D+
68-69
	F
0-59

	A
93-96
	B
83-87
	C
73-77
	D
63-67
	

	A-
90-92
	B-
80-82
	C-
70-72
	D-
60-62
	


V.         course supplemental information:
	No.
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments From Chafer:
	Due Dates

	1
	19 January

	Ideas Have Consequences:
Why the need for Apologetics?

What is a worldview?


	1.Geisler/Turek, chapters 1-2;
2. McDowell, Introduction, xxx-liii;

3.  McDowell, Nature of Truth, ch. 32 (pp. 585-596)

Begin reading Questioning Evangelism
	26 January 

	2
	 26 January
	Major Models of Apologetics; Justification of Beliefs and Survey of First Principles
	Geisler/Turek, chapters 3-4;
McDowell, chapter 33, The Knowability of Truth (pp. 597-610).  


	2 February

	3
	2
February
	The Existence of God:  Major Arguments for God’s Existence.
	Geisler/Turek, chapters 4-6;

	9 February

	4
	9 February
	The Existence of God cont.  Video debate on God’s existence.
	Geisler/Turek, chapters 6-7;
Geisler, Turek, appendix 1.

Finish Questioning Evangelism by 18 February
	16 February

	5
	16 February
	Intelligent Design, Anthropic Principle, & Creationism. 
	Geisler/Turek, chapters 4-7
	23 February

	6
	23 February
	Moral Argument/Aesthetics
Video debate.
	Review 
	

	7
	2 March 
	Answering the Problem of Evil:
Video:  Is goodness without God good enough?
	Geisler/Turek, chapter 8;

McDowell, chapter 39

Mid-Term Exam will be distributed
	* 2 March:  Change in reading plan

	8
	09 March
Spring Break is from March 15-19
	Case for Miracles
	Geisler/Turek, chapters 9-10;
McDowell, chapters 1-2

Mid-Term is due at beginning of class.   This mid-term is a closed book exam, meaning, you are not allowed to use any material, whether organic or inorganic, to assist you in the completion of this exam.
	9 March

	9
	23 March
	Case for Reliability of the Bible.


	McDowell, chapters 3-4;
Geisler/Turek, chapter 11
	23 March

	10
	30 March
	Case for Reliability of the Bible:
Ravi Zacharias presentation
	McDowell, chapter 11; chapter 15; chapter 27
	30 March

	11
	6 April
	Historical Case for Jesus Christ; arguments regarding bodily resurrection
	McDowell, pp. 350-68; 535-82
	6 April

	12
	13 April 
	Tactics in Apologetics

Ravi Zacharias Q/A
	Geisler/Turek:  Appendices 1 & 2
	13 April

	13
	20 April
	Tactics in Apologetics
	McDowell, 611-660
	20 April

	14
	27 April
	APOLOGETIC REPORT DUE:  SHARING TIME.
	
	

	15 
	4 May
	Final Exam
	
	


VI:
OTHER MATTERS:

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Students with a disability who believe they need an adjustment in this class are encouraged to contact me so we may make plans accordingly.
Plagiarism: Students who plagiarize (copy material from other sources without citing references, intentionally or unintentionally) are committing a very serious offense. Those who plagiarize will be reported to the administration and face penalties according to school policies.  

Add/Drop/Withdrawal: All students who add or drop a class, withdraw from a class, change class section, or change status between credit and audit must give official notice. 

Final Course Grades: Final course grades provided to a student by a faculty member may not be relied upon as official. According to FERPA rulings, faculty may not provide final grade information to students via telephone, email, posting or any other source which might compromise student confidentiality.

Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy Classroom disruption by cell phones or other electronic devices is prohibited. All cell phones and similar electronic devices must remain turned off and out of sight for the duration of class. Electronic devices utilized in a learning context, such as laptops and language interpreters, may be permitted at the professor’s discretion. A student may face a zero and/or failure in the class if an electronic device is used for cheating during the final exam. 

· How to do well in this class:

a. Carefully read assigned books and attentively listen to lectures.  Bombard your assigned readings, lectures, and discussion with the following questions:  why, where, what, when, who, and so what?

b. Consider making an outline of the major units of thought in your readings.  As you formulate your outline from the reading, ask yourself the following question: “What do I see?”  The more observations you make, the better your interpretation of the author’s position or claim may be.  Afterwards ask, “What does it mean?” 

c. After you outline the author’s position/claim go back and see what arguments are being provided to support that position or claim. Keep asking yourself, “What is the issue?”  Then consider what objections can be raised against that issue, position, or claim.  Lastly, what replies can be given to defend the position or claim against these objections.

d. You should consult with us as often as possible to make sure you are understanding the course material. Do not wait until the day before a test to begin studying. This is not the kind of course for which you can cram and expect to do well. Take advantage of the office hours.

e. Consider forming study groups to prepare for quizzes and exams. 

f. Make sure you are able to contact another student for lecture material in case you happen to miss a class.

g. Ten Strategies for First-Rate Studying (don’t merely read; read to understand):

Read Thoughtfully

Read Repeatedly

Read Patiently

Read Prayerfully

Read Meditatively

Read Selectively

Read Imaginatively

Read Purposefully

Read Acquisitively


Read Telescopically

                h.   If you want to improve your reading comprehension skills I would encourage you to purchase Mortimer J. Adler’s informative work, How to Read a Book.
EXTRA NOTES:
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