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Revelation 5:1-5

[. Introduction:

A.

B.

It is not important for children to know
anything about God

What adults think about Him makes no
difference.

The questions which children naturally ask
about Him requires no answers.

By implication, God does not make any
difference etther; God 1s not treated as God.

Parents know nothing about God that is
worth passing on.

If anything 1s to be treated as God, 1t will have
to be something other than Him.

To think about Him adequately, no preparation
1s needed.

*There 1s no important connection between
one’s spirttual life and behavior (e..g, the
adolescent years).

*The physical body is more valuable than the
immaterial soul.

Thus 1s the true creed. and all other creeds are
false.

In his latest workThe Grand WeaveRavi Zacharias tells the following story:

In his book,What We Can’t Not Knowl. Budziszewski acutely observes that one of the
reasons why morality is in decline in our Westauhiure is because we’ve culturally come to
the mindset that to think about God adequatelypeparation is needed. For example,
when parents sayl, want my children to make up their own minds abaligious
instructiori’ deciding not to teach religious instruction teithchildren, they are in fact,
teaching them a powerful set of beliefs with tdeibonsequences. They are in fact, saying:
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The point is: Weeach our kids the most important thireysd whaiwve do not teackthem
implies itslack of importance

But there are also other times where weeshitlwhat is good rather than what is best. Let
me unpack this second statement by drawing uporstaries, one by Ravi Zacharias and the
other by Voddie Baucham.

1 J. BudziszewskiWhat We Can’t Not Kno@Dallas: Spence, 2003), 162-3. *are my additions to Dr.
Budziszewski’s list.



Some time ago, | attended a Bible study sessidm sgine sports professionals. The
speaker that morning challenged the players tceleaegacy that they could be proud of.
He began by asking them how many knew the namieeaf great-grandfather. A

handful of hands went up. Then he asked how métiyem knew where their great-
grandfather was buried. Most of the hands stayeechd With each more specific
guestion, fewer hands went up. He then made hig:ptiEach one of us is just three to
four generations away from extinction....How sobetiaghink that, just a few
generations down the family tree, no one would dsrew | had ever existed! Then the
speaker challenged these men about the legacywbielyl leave behind.

One player responded to the challenge by sayitiRgdlly, | don’t care whether or not
my great-grandson or great-granddaughter knowayigol ball professionally. It really
doesn’t matter that much. | just want them to knbevGod | served and loved.”

C. Lastly, Voddie Baucham reminds us of an allaften event seen in our evangelical circles.
A family sought to raise up theibbrn-agairi son to be a committed follower of Jesus
Christ. Notwithstanding, in his first year of ale the freshman quit going to church. It
wasn’t that he was against God in rebellion in vihleshly, sensate pursuits. Rather, his
life simply became pre-occupied with other collegents. As a result, he didn’t make the
time to dynamically grow in His intimacy with ChtisThe parents were heart-broken at their
son’s lack of commitment to Christ in college. @ragain, it wasn't that the kid wawitd”
or anything of that sort. Rather, there was jusbwerriding commitment to God when he
left home.

What happened? As the family sat down with Vodkéy came to the realization that the
young man’s displacement of priorities didn’t startollege, but began at home when he
was a young boy. See, the young boy loved basabdlhe was pretty good at it. So, when
the long practices and the Sunday games confligtdopportunities to seriously spend time
with God both individually and corporately, bas¢lbgicame the top priority. To be sure, if
one is a baseball player and a believer, He shaiitito the glory of God- that is not the
point. Rather, the shifting of priorities, i.ehaosing other options over spending time with
God, became a habit whenever there was a conflinterests.

D. What should be our response to these typesaileciyes? See, there is a rippling
effect that occurs in what we treasure and how &ebe, day-to-day, moment-by-
moment....the choices we make impacts not only ouesebut others as well.

1. Inthe first cas®ur lack of attention to Christ informs our children that He
really isn’t important. Even when we marginally pursue Him we are teltitigers
that He is only worth a marginal pursuit. Formpée, God you are worthy of our
focus only on Sunday mornings.

2. In the second casehen we settle for what is good but temporal, oumnpact will
be short-lived. But when we demonstrate that Christ is life, owgian, and our
purpose, that He is the utmost object of our affest we exchange the unimportant
and mundane, for the eternal.

3. And in the third caseyhen we shift our priorities, we reveal where ourdyalties
truly lie . Just consider: In today’s world, under Satandim, people are warring
for the hearts and minds of others to share i th@ridled lusts, their destructive
beliefs, and their deceptive plans. So, we neatkttoonstrate unfaltering loyalty to



Christ. As Martin Luther statesyWhere the red battle rages there the loyalty of the
soldier is proved and to be steady on all the bé#ld besides is mere flight and
disgrace if he flinches at that poiht

E. Well, in our study of Revelation 5 we come torafound truth:Jesus Christ is worthy of
creation’s worship. If Christ alone is worthy ohts type of worship, then we should offer
him no less; He should be the object of our utmasfections.

In our study of Revelation 5 we will quickly seatiheaven does not ignore Christ. We don'’t see
heaven either exchanging what is important for vilvanimportant or heaven shifting loyalties.
Rather what we see in this future revelation, tteéggue to the Great Tribulation, is that the

Lion, from the tribe Judah and the Root of Davidthie Lamb standing, as if slain; He is worthy.
because He is both the Lamb and the Lion. He tigay the ransom price for the sins of the
world, positioned us in the present as a kingdompriglsts before God, and gave us a promise of
reigning on the earth in the future with Him whdisg of Kings and Lord of Lords.

‘ Il. Exposition of Revelation 5:1-5:

A. After having studied the setting of the heayehtone room, John now directs our
attention to a remarkable new scene whereby owsfehifts from the One who sits on the
throne, and those who surround the throne, to aneable scroll and a single individual who
is exclusively qualified to take and open the sesealed scroll from the One who is holding
it in His right hand. We may break this chaptewdadnto two major units of thought:

(1) Revelation 5: 1-7: The Lamb Takes the Scroll beedde alone is worthy
(2) Revelation 5: 8-14: Worthy is the Lamb becausedtbe Overcomer

B. Revelation 5:1-7:

1 And | saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written infde and on
the back, sealed with seven seafsThen | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loudoice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose itseals?”® And no one in heaven or on the
earth or under the earth was able to open the scriplor to look at it.

* So | wept much, because no one was found worthy épen and read the scroll, or to look
at it. ° But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Beld, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroind to loose its seven seals.”

® And | looked, and behold, in the midst of the thrme and of the four living creatures, and
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as thougih had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent into all the earth.” Then He came
and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him wto sat on the throné

After our exposition of 5:1-5 we will ask ourselvasw we should respond to this revelation. But
for the sake of time next time we meet we will fs@n verses 6-and following:

C. Let’s begin by making some observations regarderse 1:

2The New King James Versiddashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Re 5:1-7



1. Inthis first revelatory scene our focus is uporatil in the Father’s hand. It may seem
that the scroll is actually lying on the open paifrone sitting upon the throne. Others
have argued that it was held in his hand, arguiagthe scroll, in a form of a roll, could
rest upon an open hand by an act of balancingnplg take it that the hand is cupped to
retain a round object without balancing, yet &téloper?. Nevertheless, what is important
to note in this vision is that a scroll is in thatifer’s right hand.

2. Since this scroll details the prophetic plan of @reat Tribulation, George Ladd offers an
interesting insight. He writes, “What simpler oora sublime way of picturing God’s
ultimate sovereignty over all history could be fduhan this picture of the scroll resting
in the hand of God?”
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Why the right hand?The 'fight hand"—implies authority and power as He who sat on
the throne. Interestingly, in Hebrew théght hand of Gotlis an idiom for the &trength
of God”

4. Regarding the scroll itself, we know from histohat a scroll was made by processing
either papyrus or skins from various kinds of angn&ome have argued that if the palm
of the hand is opened, with the scroll sitting loa palm, then the scroll must be in book
form. This may seem to be reaffirmed by verse 2 &hen it states Who is worthy to
open the booK7or in verse 3 ho one in heaven or on the earth or under the eardh
able to open the book or look intd’it

5. But as | mentioned earlier there is the possibiita scroll, not a book with folded leaves,
bound together, resting on an open hand. | thiikis reaffirmed when we consider that
the scroll is in roll-form because of the expressioverse 1, Written inside and on the
back'.” “ Inside” means inside the scroll before unrolling it ammh‘the back refers to the
back side of the scroll after it is unrolled. Hher words, the scroll is double-sided. But
there is a historical reason to consider this stodbe scroll and not a book as well. Bruce
Metzger states that books with folded leaves anohtdogether did not originate until the
2" century. So, more than likely, it is a scroll Aese that is all John would have known.
Though typical scrolls were written only on onessidccasionally scrolls were written on
both sides, thus double-sided. Double-side scaniscalled andpisthograpl’ 0-pisto-
graph. Thus, we have a scroll full of words.

6. “Sealed up with seven seals Sealed upis katasphragizo from meaning tlowr?
andsphragizo, “to sea]. There are three things that are important tenot

a. First, this compound verbséaled up means tightly sealed, firmly sealgtland
so, ‘very hidden, very secufe

b. Secondly, the wordseveri is the number of perfection or completeness.

3 Robert ThomasRevelation 1:375.
* Ibid., 1:375.

® Ladd,A Commentary on the Revelation of JoB2+-3.



7. And third, Dr. John F. Walvoord notes that in Jehddy people used a seal to keep the
contents of a document secret, unchangeable, aadrbbm tampering until some
authoritative person broke the seal. In this céiee desus broke the first seal the scroll
unrolled until the second seal made it impossiblegen it further. Then He had to break
the second seal that revealed more of the cont@misso on. Probably the seals were on
the edge of the scrdll.So, the seven seals apparently were fixed ordhges of the scroll
in such a way that the seals must be successivekeb if the scroll is to be unrolled and
read.

Thus, looking at the aspects altogethegdied up with seven sedlshis phrase expresses the
perfection with which the hidden counsels of Goel securely hidden.

8. Moving to the scroll itself, there are at least &on interpretations regarding what the
scroll is. | want to mention these views and slyow why | believe context favors the
last view.

a. Some say it is the book of the New Covenant (RoBextett). That seems
unlikely because the New Covenant of Jeremiah 33431k one of mercy; the
setting here is dominantly one of judgment.

b. Others say it is a will assuring the inheritancgerged by God for the saints. This
view lacks substance (outside of an incidental ggsén Rev. 21:7).

c. A third view says that the scroll represents thmha book of life (Robert
Mounce).

d. A fourth view is that it is represents God'’s redéirgplan foreshadowed in the
O.T. and completed in the N.T. (One problem witis thew is that the opening of
the seals do not relate to the past but to thieg$uure).

e. A fifth view is that the scroll represents Chriditte-deed to the world (Ironside).
f. A sixth view is that it is the Torah the Law.

g. A seventh view: The scroll is a comprehensive antof the future wrath of the
Lamb. Like James Moffat titled the scroll, it ihé scroll of doonj

1. The relation of the scroll to the vision of chapteanakes clear the plan of
Revelation: The eternal and almighty God of Reti@tad presents in this
seven-scrolled the decrees of His will regardirgdbnsummation of His
kingdom. Subsequently, when the Lamb breaks thks siéis not merely a
disclosure of the scroll's contents, but an actirabf those contents.”

Though some of the other views may have somgt, | agree with this last view
because it best explains what follows the breakingach seal; it is a scroll of
doom: Let’s consider the following:

® Tom ConstableExpository Notes on the Book of Revelatli, pg 58.

" ThomasRevelation 379.



h. Consider the following (6:1-8:6):

1. Revelation 6:1: Following the breaking of firet seal by the Lamb we have
the conquering Antichrist;

2. Revelation 6:3: Following the breaking of #eeond seal by the Lamb we
have open war;

3. Revelation 6:5: Following the breaking of thied seal by the Lamb we
have famine;

4. Revelation 6:7: Following the breaking of tbarth seal by the Lamb we
have death;

5. Revelation 6:9: Following the breaking of fiith seal by the Lamb we have
martyrdom.

6. Revelation 6:12: Following the breaking of #ixth seal by the Lamb we
have physical disturbances;

7. Revelation 8:1: Following the breaking of #eventh seal we have silence
for about a half an hour because the seventhrageadluces the seven trumpet
judgments (Revelation 8:7-9:21)

A third of vegetation will be burned;
A third of the sea judged;

A third of fresh water judged,;

A third of the luminaries darkened;
Increased demonic activity;

A third of humanity killed;

~ooooTw

g. But then we also have the seventh trumpet wtnchains the seven bowls of
wrath (Revelation 15:1-16:21):

1) Malignant Sores;

2) Seaturned to blood;

3) Fresh waters to blood;

4) Men scorched with fire;

5) Darkness over the kingdom of the Beast;

6) Invasion from the east;

7) Greatest earthquake and widespread déstnuc

9. Let's imagine for a moment at what is aboutappen by the disclosure of the scroll:

1. The destiny of the world and the events ofléisedays spoken of in
Scripture is about to end; the contents are alwobé trevealed in history.

8 Adapted from a chart in Charles RyrieRyrie Study Bible: Expanded editiqry. 2024.



2. The purging of God’s wrath upon the unbeligwvorld will be
consuming. The effects of sin will disappear dmelé¢arth will be
restored to its rightful owner. Israel will be t@®d, glory will be
returned, Satan will be bound, sin will be resteainthere will be no
corruption in Christ's government, the earth wilbgper, and not one
child will hunger.

10. Consider this interesting insight as well:

The Jewish Custom:W.A. Criswell points out that if a Jewish familyeve to lose

its property or possessions by some kind of migfaetor distress, their property
could not be permanently taken from them (the Gddtdment law of Jubilee and the
kinsman redeemer protected them against tiswever, their losses were listed in a
scroll and sealed seven times. Then the conditiensssary to purchase back the
land and their possessions were written on thedritf the scroll. When a qualified
redeemer could be found, who could meet the reopgings of reclamation (a

kinsman like Boaz as in the story of Ruth), the wh® had taken the property was
required to return it to the original owrfer.

a. The earth and its dominion properly belong to Adard to his descendents for
they were to be the rulers of God'’s creation. &nésis 1:26-30 we see the
divine purpose for mankind decreed.

b. The earth and the human race was not meant tddx vy angels, i.e., Satan,
who has become th@fince of the ait and his demons. As a result, the divine
purpose is delayed.

c. Therefore, someone must be found within humanitiKiasman Redeemer,”
one who is qualified to reclaim the lost inheritapnsomeone was true humanity,
yet free to redeem; not a sinful man, nor an angslpromised, we see the
divine purpose for mankind accomplished; the paednd rule that was lost will
be regained at the millennial reign of Christ fallng the events that will take
place as written in the scroll of doom.

1. Listen to the author’'s wordsiiHebrews 2:5-17.
D. All of | have said so far is developed fromsed. Let's now to consider verses 2-3:

Vs. 2 And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with aud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book
(literally scroll) and to break its seals?”

Vs. 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or undbe earth was able to open the book or to
look into it.

E. All of a sudden our attention is moved from sieeoll to a loud voice, a strong angel,
who proclaims Who is worthy to open the scroll, even to breaksesals? In other
words, ‘Who has the credentials to open this s&ll

°J. Hampton Keathley, “The Seven Sealed Book and the LiomWés Also the Lamb” at
www.netbible.org.



1. Whether this strong angel may be Gabriel because dn@oted to be messenger of
God elsewhere in the Bible (Daniel 8:16; 9:21; LUk#9; 26) or Michael, because
he becomes prominent in the events of the last (I2gsiel 12:1-3; Jude 9), we don’t
know, but what we do know is that this angel (desaictive power rather a reserve
of secret strengthschyror), proclaims an articulate message in a very lonider
In fact, anytime you see the phrasmut voicé (Gk, phong it always deserves
special attention.

F. Who is worthy to open the scroll, even to break itseals (vs. 2).

1. The word tWorthy” (axiog originally meant 6f proper weight But its meaning
developed to cover qualities other than weightd &a it became a synonym of
“sufficient” “ competent or “fit.” This words then deals with the qualities of a
persog(,) power, or attainment. So, who has qusiliieopen this seven-sealed
scroll?

2. A search was made in every conceivable place innieerse, but there was no one
capable and qualified; no one has the credentidisdak the seals, open the scroll,
and read the contents. In fact, the tense ofdinie “was ablé (imperfect tense),
shows that all creation’s inability and unworthis¢s open the scroll is a chronic or
continual problem, whether in heaven, on eartlynater the earth. The fact thaid*
one was ablédescribes the unaltered and complete impotenceeaited beings to
perform the function. No one ... was ablg*

Consider some of the great saints of Gazlimpast, all who were denied the
opportunity and or ability to receive the scroll:

Enoch: who walked with God;

Abraham: the Father of the chosen people.

Isaiah: the prophet whose lips were cleansed

Jeremiah: who wept for Israel,

John the Baptist: the forerunner to Chrishself;

Mary, the godly mother of the Savior of therld;

The Apostle Paul: who wrote most of our Namd who seized Christ in the
manner Christ seized Him.

Any of the souls since then who have been rtdy used by God, even John, the
disciple whom Jesus dearly loved, who happens to B&anding right there, all
are unworthy!

3. What is John’s response: Meeps This word, T cry” or | wee seems to be a
loud wail, an outcry of mourning; a weeping of wsirained emotion.

4. Why did he weep; why did he cry out in mourning@oh’t really know, | just know
he wept. So let me speculate:

® ThomasRevelation 1:384.

" pid., 1:384.



a. It might seem at first that he wept because alte beings are morally
incapable. But he already knew that people angrally depraved and that we
live in a sin-cursed world. So, it shouldn’t suserhim that no one is worthy.

b. It might seem that he wept because he fearedhbdidped-for revelation] Will
show you what will take platas promised in Revelation 4:1 was about to be
forfeited. | don’t think disappointment is the aes either.

c. | submitto you (and | am taking this view from RobMounce) that it is
possible that the outcry is more than a withholdifgevelation. John was not
weeping for his own sake, but over the indefintstponement of His decisive
final action to bring God’s kingdom on earth; naamas worthy to open the
seal® “He did not want to see God'’s vindication of His pleas a part of the
OT Messianic hope deferred for an undeterminedogdiCaird).” So he broke
out in tears.*® In other words, He wept for His people becausanatther delay.
See, as the seals are broken and the contents Girdat Tribulation are fulfilled,
the earthly kingdom reign of Jesus Christ drawsedleser.

G. Verse 5. And one of the elders said to me, “Stopagping; behold, the Lion that is from
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcomso as to open the book and its seven
seals.”

1. The only one is who is worthy, by bothicgfand by moral excellence, is Jesus Christ.

2.  The elder sees beyond John’s perspective and atstnim to cease wailing; such
sorrow is not needed.

a. Interestingly, in two other places in Scripturevd® see the commandyét to
weep” In Luke 7:13, Jesus told the Widow at Nado“not weepand then He
proceeded to touch the coffin and saMoting man, | say to you, ariseThe
dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesuslgavsack to his mother.

b.  Thenin Luke 8:52, He told the mourners not to wiseplarius’ daughter for she
is not dead, but asleep. They laughed at Chrisiviig that she had indeed died.
He, however, took her by the hand and calledying, Child, arise! And her
spirit returned, and she got up immediately; andybie orders for some food to
be given to her.

3. Inthe same way, there was no reason for John ¢p Wecause thd.ion that is from
the tribe of Judah, the Root of Davjtdhas overcome so as to open the scroll and its
seven seals.” Both of these titles ascribed toslaseitaken are Messianic.

a. Firsttitle: “The Lion who is of the tribe of Judadhcomes from Genesis 49:9-10
“where in Jacob’s final blessing on twelve sons Budaalled a ‘lion cub’ and
is promised that the scepter shall not depart flam ‘until he comes to whom it

12 Mounce, The Book of Revelatipa31.

13 ThomasRevelation 1:386.



belongs” * “It aptly pictures kingly might and boldness (Bfov. 18:1). So, the
lion is the king of beasts and Judah is the rayla¢t Here, we have Christ who
fulfills the O.T. prophecies as the Messiah; Hahk to open the scroll for He is
the line of David, a legal descendent by adoptiwaugh Joseph (Matthew 1)
and is a physical descendent of David through Manke 3:23).

b. Second title: The Root of Davidlis an illusion to Isaiah 11:1 where it sdys
shoot will come up from the stump of Jessi'scribing Christ’s headship in the
Davidic Kingdom whereby He will judge with rightesness and usher in an era
of peace.

4, “TheLion that is from the Tribe of Judah, the Root afvidl,” two titles linked
together only here in the N.Tconquered(He didn’t merely overcome; he
conquered...in the strongest sense; it is a culimmatonsummative aorist verb
which views an event or series of events fromsthedpoint of an accomplished act).
He didn't just overcome, He conquered! It indésaa climax and accomplishment!

John, there is no need for weeping, for Jesus baguered. Christ’s victory was
one at the cross and here is the scroll that detié execution of the enemies of
God. Thus, He alone is worthy to break the segden the scroll, and read the
contents.

[ll. What is Our Response to this Revelation?

A. It should be the same type of response as givehebdiour living creatures, the twenty-
four elders, the angels, and all of creation. Wigis In our last lesson | gave a list of
applications to help us to worship well.

B. So, this time | would like to focus the remaindé&par time on the unworthiness of
ourselves and compare that to the worthiness aChr

C. Ladies and Gentlemen: We need to come to the happsaisal of ourselves: We are an
unworthy sort!

1. Since we are unworthy, this can be taken as battahd good news. It is bad news
in that we are reminded once again that we areessnmve truly are dust.
It is also bad news for some who dtké to be at the mercy of someone else.

It also bad news for any of us who are saghkiclaim by our own means; self
striving is simply %pitting in the wind

2. Butitis good news in that we are at the mercgarheone who is greater than
ourselves; and the God of the Bible is good.

Did you know that Jesus reserved His strongest@rgkst sermon not for struggling
or discouraged disciples but for hypocrites? Aad know, as Swindoll has
observed, show-offs are terribly hard of hearing.

14 Mounce, The Book of Revelatipd31.
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Oswald Chambers puts it this why:

We have to get rid of the idea that we understandaives, it is the last
conceit to go. The only One Who understands ui. Ghe greatest curse
in spiritual life is conceit. If we have ever hadlanpse of what we are

like in the sight of God, we shall never say - "OAm so unworthy,"
because we shall know we are, beyond the posgibilistating it. As long
as we are not quite sure that we are unworthy, @dtbé¢eep narrowing us
in until He gets us alone. Wherever there is apmeht of pride or of
conceit, Jesus cannot expound a thing. He will tek#érough the
disappointment of a wounded pride of intellectptlgh disappointment of
heart. He will reveal inordinate affection-...:"

3. Since the most brilliant, most wealthy, the mostligul, and the most
popular, are not qualified to even touch the sctbé#n we shouldn’t seek to
imitate them. Rather, we should be imitating Ghfos He alone is worthy.
This should be freeing to those of us who feel gue=d to conform to the
trends and personalities of our culture.

4. On the other hand, we need to truly recognizedbawalue, our worth is two-
fold. We are God’s handiwork and secondly, He pased our redemption by
His own person, the second person of the One ahdWinne God. Consider
for a moment at your worth, your significance, bgling at Christ’'s ministry
on earth...what He did for you!

In the incarnation He was born to die for us
He lived in the midst of sinful humanity;

He hungered for us;

He thirsted for us;

He fasted for us;

He suffered for us;

He was rejected by His family for us;

He was betrayed for us;

He was ridiculed for us;

He was abandoned for us;

He was abused for us;

He was mocked for us;

He who was innocent was declared guilty f&r u
He was tortured for us;

He cried out in pain for us;

He took our sins away;

God turned away from Him for us;

He died and was buried for us.

He arose bodily for us;

He ascended to the right hand of the Fdtivaus;
He sent the Holy Spirit for us;

He intercedes for us;

He united Himself to us (Romans 6:5)

S<ETVTOTOS3ITATTISQ@TOL0TY

15 Oswald Chamber, January™ My Utmost for His Highest
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X. Heis preparing a place for us;

y. He will come back for us or our bodies if e already dead at the
Rapture;

z. He will even reward us at the Bema Seat;

zz. He will restore the Kingdom and fgrin the eternal state and we will be in
His company for eternity.

Put differently, in exchange for our wickedness,gilees us His righteousness.
Since our worth is only found in His worthinessnhthe best way to allow
Him to live through us by means of dependency. Wellv can we do so?
Relinquish, Cultivate, and Remember: RCR.

5. Relinquish all claims to our rights to ourselvesn other words, sign away all
our rights to God and Him alone. When we see twesan the light of Jesus’
worth, the 1, myself, and nidades; we have no leg to stand on. How? By
relating everything to Christ by making it our aionplease Him; it is not by
pleasing ourselves that we display Christlikenés® need to really realize
that selfishness or self-absorption produces soyrofithe problems in our
lives: “If it is not about me, it's not worth talking abutSee, we don't begin
to really live out our new identities in Christasaint, as a child of God until
we sign our rights away and become a slave untsCGind we do so by
yielding to the Holy Spirit.

But let's be warned. The sin nature in us, our formleratilife, as much as it hates God
and as deceitful as it is, doesn't throw up its arms ireader at this first line of defense.
The flesh has its explosives ready to undermine the Walfirst and most wretched
attack is to abuse God’s grace in order to make sin seeninfdsless dangerous, less
threatening. We must understand this: the flesh weakengction against sin by
separating theemedyof grace from thelesignof gracel.6 So, anything that is promoting
or exalting ‘me, myself, and heeds to be dealt with.

6 Cultivate Humility. | think it is only in a disposition of humilitjhat we really
see the glory of Christ. Selfishness so cdonuat sight, obscures
our path, and limits our visibility—the focisson us. It fosters famine in the
soul and dissatisfaction towards the blesshigfias already given us: our
spouses, our children, our homes, etc. Arekfalmility invites the scourging
of God; He hates deception.

7. Remembeit is not what you do for Him but what He doesotigh you that
reflects His worthiness. So many of us gaugetspirsuccess by what we do
for God, but see, every person in this room is utlwo Relishing in our own
glory or even in someone else’s success, as prdfasit may be, is
unfortunate: If we do it will be wood, hay, andfble, in the end; we will
have robbed the glory that is due Him. Ratheraveecalled to abide, to bend
low, to be dependent upon Him.

Let me now try to take these three points: relisly your rights, cultivate
humility, and remember that continual dependenmlding to God, is pivotal
for spiritual success... by giving two illustrations:

18 Kris LundgaardThe Enemy Withirp. 64.
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Gardening. Fruit produced only brings attention to the mdbas
gardener, never the simple tools he uses. Thdwgtobls are privileged to be
used in the hands of the gardener, they are onlg.tdA person doesn't walk
into a garden and say how he owes it all to a tyugtiade or hoe. A good
gardener could use a stick and a spoon-for thaemaRather, all the credit
goes to the gardeneSouthern Home and Gardedsesn’t come walking into
a backyard garden to admire a well-worn shovel, tNey want to interview
the home gardener.

Candle The characteristic of a candle is to consunafiils order to
bring forth light.

So, it is clear that Jesus alone is worthy to rex#ie glory to open the scroll. If He is the only
one worthy, we shouldn’t have a lower view of Jebia® heaven does. As | said in the
introduction, we don't see heaven exchanging whahportant for what is unimportant, and we
don’t see heaven shifting loyalties. Rather whatsee in this future revelation, the prologue to
the Great Tribulation, is that the Lion, from tihdé Judah and the Root of David is the Lamb
standing, as if slain, He is worthy to take theBdrom the hand of the one sitting on the throne.
He is worthy because He is both the Lamb and tba.Li

Before my conclusion, let me try to put all thelsiee points of application together by drawing
from C.S. Lewis’ brilliant illustration in his bookhe Screwtape Letters

The senior demon is coaching the younger demdmanto seduce a person who hangs between
belief and disbelief in their enemy, God. So tbanyger demon sets to work on keeping this man
from turning toward God. But in the end, afterthi tricks, temptations, and seductions, the
human is fost to the enemy When the defeated junior demon reports badkéosenior demon,
the senior demon askdi16w did this happen? How did you let this oneayeay?

“l don’t know” says the young demonB(it every morning he used to take a long walk,tjust
be quiet and reflective. And then, every evenawbuld read a good book. Somehow during
those books and walks, the Enemy must have gosteoibe through to hirh

“That’s where you made your mistdksays the veteran demonY du should have allowed him
to take that walk purely for physical exercise.u$tould have had him read that book just so he
could quote it to others. In allowing him to enjmyre pleasures, you put him within the Enemy’s
reach”"’

Lewis’ insight applies to our topic as well. Wheg are self-righteous, self-serving, arrogant,
and independent, it points us to ourselves. Bweifcan come to a point where we take pleasure
in the worthiness of Jesus Chrast a way of livingour lives will point others to Him — and He is
Most worthy!

Duty, while important, is insufficient alone to tiuate utmost affections for Jesus Christ in our
lives; See we must take pleasure in His personwdith. For example:

If I buy a bouquet of tulips for my wife and contethe front door, ring the door, and
place the tulips behind my back to surprise hdre &ens the door and sayd/Hy did

7 Cited from Zacharias, The Grand Weaver, 89-90 cf. C. S. | 8siswtape Letterl942): repr. New
York: HarperCollins, 2001), 63-67.
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you ring the door bel’ | pull out the tulips and hand them to her.effitshe saysWhat
is the occasion for these tulips; why did you do §0s? | say to her, It is my duty’
How will she respond?

But if | were go back in time and re-do the evamd aepeat the same sequence but this
time after she asks the questiowHat is the occasion for the tulips, why did youhds?
And | say to her “Because | couldn’t help mygdlthink my wife will know that | am
relishing in who she is.

While it is our responsibility a duty to relinquistultivate humility, and yield to God, it is not
merely for duty sake; that alone is insufficienattow Him to be the utmost object of our
affections; we need to take pleasure in the woetsrand glory of Christ.

IV. Conclusion:

In conclusion | want to quote again from Oswald @bars®®

Have you the slightest reliance on anything othantGod? Is there a remnant of reliance
left on any natural virtue, any set of circumsta®celt is quite true to say - "l cannot live
a holy life," but you can decide to let Jesus Ghriake you holy. "Ye cannot serve the
Lord God"; but you can put yourself in the placesnhGod's almighty power will come
through you. Are you sufficiently right with God éxpect Him to manifest His

wonderful life in you?

[And when we say]"Nay, but we will serve the Lorflse need to remember that] It is
not an impulse, but a deliberate commitment. Ygu-daut God can never have called
meto this, | am too unworthy, it can't meare.It does mean you, and the weaker and
feebler you are, the better. The one who has sanggetb trust in is the last one to come
anywhere near saying - "l will serve the Lord."

We say - "If | really could believe!" The point4df | really will believe. No wonder
Jesus Christ lays such emphasis on the sin of iefibelf we really believed that God
meant what He said - what should we be like! Daeslly let God be to me all that He
says He will be?

May our answer be yes...please, God, display yourtiioess through our lives; we yield to
you.

18 Chambers, January"9My Utmost for His Highest
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