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CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 
MID-TERM EXAM REVIEW:
Definitions:
1. Explain via exegesis 1 Peter 3:15:
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.
“Always” means:  constantly; unceasingly; regularly
“Be prepared” means:  be ready
“Answer” or “defense” ( apologia ) has two overlapping nuances in biblical Greek:
 1.  to defend oneself; make formal justification
 2.  “speech in defense”

       “to everyone” means:  all
 “Reason” [logos] is used here to mean:  statement indicating cause for something

      “gentleness” means:  humility; meekness

       “respect” means:  clear conscience

        So what is the passage saying? Summarize:  summarize passage
2. Explain via exegesis 2 Cor. 10:5:
“We are demolishing arguments and every pretension raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.”

“Demolish” [καθαιρέω, kathaireō]: means:  eliminate; cause to cease  
“Arguments” [Gk. λογισμοὺς] means:  fallacious and deceptive reasonings w/ the implication of evil intentions
“Every Pretension” [ὕψωμα,hypsōma] means:  arrogance; pride; conceit; any act or attitude that is presented in direct opposition to the knowledge of God in the gospel of Christ, keeping men in bondage to sin
So what is this passage saying?  Summarize:  summarize passage
3. Why do apologetics (give three reasons):

a.   God commands it.
b.   Reason demands it.
c.   World needs it.
4. Define noetic effects of sin:  the effects of sin upon the mind; how sin has so effected the mind in the comprehension of the revelations of God
5. Define preunderstandings:  moldable influences that come and go
6. Define presuppositions:  fixed biases that remain constant unless put under extreme pressure
.

7. Define agnosticism:  the belief that the existence of God cannot be proven
8. Define faith (as used in our class):  the reliance upon that which you have reason to believe is true and trustworthy
9. Define reason (as used in our class):  the guiding principle of the human mind in the process of thinking
10. Be able to explain the relationship between faith and reason:  they are not separate and distinct from one another, but inseparably united
11. Explain the Major Types of Apologetic Methods:
a. Classical:  uses natural theology to establish the existence of a theistic God
b. Evidential:  uses a broad range of evidence and data to establish theism and Biblical Christianity simultaneously
c. Historical:  establishes the historicity of the New Testament as a historically reliable ancient document and moves to the fact of the resurrection of Christ to demonstrate the truth of Biblical Christianity
d. Experiential:  uses a personal , internal, religious experience to demonstrate the truth of  Biblical Christianity
e. Cultural:  demonstrates that Biblical Christianity is the only “system” that can posit a foundation for sinful societies, subsequently producing God-given meaning and values
f. Reformed Epistemological:  states that belief in God is rational and properly basic
g. Cumulative:  demonstrates that Biblical Christianity is the best explanation for a broad range of data
h. Presuppositional:  pre-supposes that theism/Biblical Christianity is true
i.    Relational:  introduces a person to a personal, loving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ by demonstrating who He is
12. What are Twelve Steps (methodology) for Apologetics:
a. the truth about reality is knowable
b. the opposite of true is false

c. a theistic God exists

d. if a theistic God exists, then miracles are possible

e. a miracle is an act of God, to confirm a word from God, performed by a messenger from God

f. the New Testament is a historically reliable document

g. in the New Testament, Jesus taught that He was God

h. Jesus confirmed His claim to deity by performing attesting miracles

i. therefore, Jesus is God

j. if Jesus is God, then whatever He teaches is true

k. Jesus taught that the Bible is the Word of God

l. therefore, the Bible is the Word of God and anything opposed to it is false

13. Comprehensively define a worldview:
A worldview is simply the total of our beliefs about the world, the big picture that directs our daily living.
14. What are the 5 major components of a worldview?

      a.   God

     b.   Reality
               c.   Truth

     d.   Humanity

     e.   Ethics
15. List and explain the 7 Major worldviews:

      a.  Atheism:  There is no God beyond or in the universe.
          b.  Finite godism:  belief in a finite God who exists in and beyond the     

                                      universe, but limited in nature, scope and power
          c.  Pantheism:  the belief that God is all

          d.  Panentheism:  the belief that God is in all

          e.  Theism:  the belief in an infinite, personal God who exists in and           

                            beyond  the universe, being responsible for its creation,              

                             holding together and destiny
            f.   Deism:  the belief in an impersonal God who exists beyond, but              

                             not in the universe
            g.  Polytheism:  the belief in many Gods
16. Every worldview can be analyzed by answering the following three major questions:

a. Where did we come from, what are we?  This is a question of origins.

b. What has gone wrong with the world (This is a question of evil, sin, & fall).

c. What can we do to fix it?  (This is a question of redemption).

17. Define and explain the major arguments for the existence of God:

      a.   Cosmological:  The cosmological argument has historically been the    

                                     most used and strongest for God’s existence in the   

                                     history of apologetics.  In essence, the universe had a          

                                     beginning caused by something or someone beyond 
                                     the universe.  This is one among at least 20 other 

                                     cosmological versions:


1.
The universe had a beginning:



2.
Anything that had a beginning must have been caused by 


          something (someone else).


3.
Therefore, the universe was caused by something (someone     

                         else).
b. Teleological:  argues that the complexity found in systems and living  

                         things in the universe are designed (hence, the need for      

                         a designer)
1. Every design has a designer

2. The universe was designed (evidenced by incredible complexity)

3. Therefore, the universe has a designer

c. Moral:  argues that objective moral laws have a moral law-giver
1. Every moral law has a moral law-giver

2. Objective moral laws exist

3. Therefore, a moral law-giver exists

            d.  Religious Need:  human beings have the desire for God to exists based   

                                      upon a real existential need
1. Human beings really need God

2. What human beings need probably exists

3. Therefore, God really exists

e. Argument from Joy:  human beings are not born w/desires unless satisfaction for those desires actually exists
1. Human beings are not born w/natural, innate desires unless there is a real object that can fulfill them

2. Human beings have a natural, innate desire for  immortality

3. Therefore, there must be an immortal life beyond the grave


      f.    Innate Argument (simply define):  the knowledge of the existence of God is intrinsic to every human being
18. Define Evil.  Think about this issue.  Is evil a substance?  
19. Reconcile God’s existence with the reality of evil.

20.  Explain the 3 arguments used against the case for miracles (as taught in our course):
A. Violation of natural laws

1. miracles are a violation of natural laws

2. natural laws are immutable

3. it is impossible to violate immutable laws

4. therefore, miracles are impossible

B. Identifiabiliy

1. in order for something to be identified as a miracle, it has to be known to have actually occurred

2. miracles can be defined in terms of the natural or the supernatural

3. if in terms of the supernatural, as an act of God, then this begs the question

4. if in terms of the natural, then this robs it of its supernatural quality

5. therefore, miracle have not occurred because it is impossible to have identified them
C. Improbability (by David Hume):

1.
 Natural law is by definition a description of a regular occurrence.

2.  
A miracle is by definition a rare occurrence.

3.  
The evidence for the regular is always greater than that for the rare.

4.  
A wise man always bases his belief on the greater evidence.

5.  
Therefore, a wise man should never believe in miracles.

21. Give a defense for Miracles:
a. if a theistic God exists, then miracles are possible

b. a miracle is an act of God which confirms the Word of God

c. God is the source and standard for all truth (God cannot err)

d. nor can God confirm a message known to be false as true
e. therefore, miracles occur in the sense that,

1. the miracle confirms the message

2. the sign confirms the sermon

3. the act of God confirms the Word of God

4. new revelation needs new confirmation

18.
What are the five major categories people tend to justify why they believe what they believe:


       a.
Psychological reasons.

       b.  Sociological reasons.
             c.  Religious reasons.

       d.  Philosophical reasons.

       e.  Biblical reasons.
19. Explain intelligent design and differentiate it from Scientific Creationism.

            The study of patterns in nature that are best explained as the result of intelligence.
Scientific creationists take the biblical account of Genesis as its fundamental starting point and attempt to harmonize data of nature to the Book of Genesis.

Intelligent design has no prior religious commitments and interprets the data of science on generally accepted scientific principles.  In particular, intelligent design does not depend on the biblical account of creation.

20.        Explain Anthropic Principle:  the theory that from the instant the universe began to exist, it was properly fitted for life in general, human life in particular
21.        Explain the hole-in-the-heart argument:  man was created with a void that only God can fill.  In man’s attempt to fill that void apart from God, a deeper and deeper search for happiness, meaning and value ensues, ultimately resulting in despair
22.         List all the major internal proofs for inspiration:
a. 2Tim. 3:16, 17

b. 2Pet. 1:19-21

c. Matt. 5:17, 18

d. John 10:34, 35

e. 2Pet. 3:15, 16

f. What the Scripture says, God says

g. Extent of Biblical authority (jot, tittle, form and content)

h. Jesus’ testimony

i. Fulfillment of predictive prophecy

23. List the external proofs for Uniqueness of the Bible:
a. unique in its continuity,

b. circulation

c. translation

d. survival (through time, persecution and criticism)

e. teachings

f. influence in literature

g. influence in civilization

24. List the detailed points for the Continuity Argument of the Bible:
a. written over a 1,500 yr. period

b. by over 40 different authors from different walks of life

c. in three different languages

d. on three different continents

e. in different settings, times and places

f. written in different moods

g. written in different literary styles

h. tackles many controversial subjects, yet w/ amazing harmony

BONUS QUESTIONS (2 out of 4 will be chosen):
1. Give and explain 5 evidences for Anthropic Principle (10 points):

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

2. Give 8 proofs why the moral law is objective. (10 points):

a.
b.

c.

d.

e.

g.

f.

g.

3. Explain how one’s objection against God’s existence because of the reality of    evil actually affirms God’s existence.

4. Explain and illustrate how you can make a case for miracles without violating natural law (this is from class lecture and not on website.  Remember there are two approaches:  supersede argument; convergent argument.
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