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WORKBOOK DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS ON 16 APRIL 2007:
Name: _______________________________.   Date: _______________
The objective of this study guide is to critically engage the study of the spiritual life as you examine Dr. Pentecost’s, Designed to Be Like Him for the purpose that you examine both the biblical and theological teachings of the spiritual life and your responsibility to passionately glorify God in the details of daily living.  To the extent you engage yourself realistically and critically, will you reap the benefits from this study.  Therefore, allow this opportunity to make your studies an expression of worship; do not settle for mediocrity; read meditatively and think critically, reflectively, thoughtfully, and creatively.  
Remember: 

· Pace yourself.  Be wise! Combine your weekly reading assignment with your study guide.  
· You must read the appropriate chapters in order to answer the questions rightly.  You cannot just answer these questions without thoughtfully reading the appropriate chapters.
· You are allowed 4 chapter exemptions…choose wisely. This means you must answer 28 out of 32 chapter questions.   You pick the chapter sections but whatever section you choose, you must answer every question within that particular section; each and every question within that particular section you choose must be answered.
· Every, every, and every question must be critically and thoughtfully answered of the 28 chapter sections you complete.

· Write complete sentences using proper grammar and spelling.
· Examine yourself spiritually before you complete any portion of this study guide and see where you stand in your intimacy with God.

· You will also need your Bible in order to complete these questions.
· Don’t be too critical of yourself.

·  Don’t be unrealistic of yourself.
· Be prayerful.
· Make your studies an expression of worship.

· Type answers using 12 size font, New Times, Ariel, or Roman type.

· Make sure your answers are not superficial or your final grade will be reduced significantly.

· Late assignments will not be accepted.

· E.mail submissions will not be accepted.

· Answer every question even if each number has multiple questions.

· If you don’t understand the question, re-read the chapter.  

· If you rush through the reading in order to answer the questions, you will not do well; it is more problematic to rush through than to read it rightly for it will be easier to answer the questions in this study guide.
· The answers should be long enough to answer each question of every section you choose thoughtfully, critically, biblically, and analytically.
· Workbook is due at beginning of class on 10 AUGUST 2006.  No exceptions or exemptions.
CHAPTER 1:  GOD’S PURPOSE FOR EACH ONE OF US.

1. Summarize this chapter in one brief paragraph.  In other words, if you could sum up this whole chapter in one or two sentences, what would it be?

2. Thoughtfully study Psalm 19:1, then answer this question.  How do the “heavens declare the glory of God”?  
3. Can we see this even among the unsaved (whether or not they recognize it?).  

4. Compare Psalm 19:1 to Romans 1:20, and see if you can explain why the world system seeks to explain the existence of the universe apart from a Creator God.  How is this done (Romans 1:22-23)?

5. What do you think it meant for Adam and Eve to “walk with God” in the garden?  Explain.
6. How effect did Adam and Eve’s sin have on their perception of God and His glory (Genesis 3:8-13, 24)?

7. Compare Ephesians 2:1 regarding “deadness” to Genesis 3:8-24 and answer how you would harmonize Adam and Eve’s ability to even perceive God coming into the garden if there are “dead”?  What does “dead” mean in Ephesians 2:1?

CHAPTER 2:   WHAT IS FELLOWSHIP?:
      1.
       Summarize in one brief paragraph the content of chapter 2.

2. Comprehensively define “fellowship” as it applies to your relationship with    God?  

3. What does it mean to be made in the image of God?  Make your definition concise.

4.
How does “being made in the image of God” impact the way people perceive you?

5.
Read Romans 1:18-32.  What does it mean for the unsaved to be “without excuse?”
6.       What is your definition of a “new creation” as it is used in 2 Corinthians 5:17?
7.        What does being a “new creation” mean to a person with a personal history of sin, painful regrets, hardship, and suffering?  
8.
Study Colossians 1:9-11.  Explain the role of obedience to the Christian life.  According to this passage, what is required first in order for a believer to obey?
CHAPTER 3:  THE OLD MIND:
1.
Summarize the content of chapter 3 in one brief paragraph.

2.
What does Genesis 2:19-20 tell us about the creative capacities God instilled in the human mind?  What does it tell us about man’s position in relation to the animal kingdom?

3.
Read Genesis 2:22-23.  What did Adam’s unfallen mind recognize concerning his wife’s origin?  What does this say about his relationship to her?  How should this affect the way Christian husbands view their wives?
4.
According to Romans 1:20, how has God revealed Himself to all people, whether or not they believe in Him?  What can be perceived of God in this way?  How have unsaved people tried to ignore and deny this revelation of God?

5.
Left to themselves, what course will the people’s minds naturally pursue (see Genesis 6:5)?  In light of Romans 1:22, will unregenerate people recognize their ignorance of God?  According to the next verse (Romans 1:23), what happens to people’s perception of God as they continue to deny Him?

6.
Read Romans 8:6-7.  When non-Christians today react so vehemently and violently against Christians, who are they really battling? 
7.
If the fallen mind refuses to respond positively salvation message, what is the most effective way of influencing our non-Christian culture?
CHAPTER 4:
  THE NEW MIND:
1.
Summarize the content of chapter 4 in one brief paragraph.

2.
What do you think it means to possess the mind of Christ?  What process is a part of this, according to Romans 12:1-2?  Then, in light of Colossians 3:9 and 1 Peter 2:2, how is this process accomplished?

3.
Do you think that the natural condition of the fallen mind prevents it from producing any type of useful knowledge (such as mathematics, science, medicine, etc?).  If now, what does it lack?  Can you give some specific examples from our modern world of what the natural mind can do, as well as what it cannot or does not do?

4.
Read Romans 12:2.  What forces or influences do you think are at work to conform us to the world?  What outside factors can work in our favor, that we might be transformed by the renewing of our minds?  Which of these two categories receive the greater amount of your time and attention?  Which, then will probably will have the greater impact on your thoughts?
5.
From the list found in Colossians 3:5-8, which are areas you are struggling with, or have struggled with in the past?  Where do these problems originate?  What, according to Philippians 4:8, is the answer to this broad area of difficulty?

6.
What role do you think the Word of God should play in sustaining your though life?  How-specifically-might that come about?  Do you have a plan to see this happen?

7.
What does 2 Timothy 1:7 reveal about the power behind a victorious thought life (also see Romans 8:1-2)?

CHAPTER 5:  THE OLD HEART
1.
Summarize the content of chapter 5 in one brief paragraph.

2.
Read Romans 6:17 and Ephesians 6:6 and answer the following questions.  What role does the heart place in obedience to God?  Then, what is necessary before a person can obey God from the heart?

3.
What would be your answer to someone who says that it is not possible to simultaneously love someone and condemn their actions?  Based on these examples, in what ways might our actions be different if Jesus Christ is the object of our affections?
4.
In light of Romans 2:5 and Ephesians 4:18, do you think it is possible for someone to become less sensitive to the gospel and spiritual things as they continue through life?  What might this imply about the importance of sharing Christ with children and teens?  Does it mean we should cease communicating the gospel to those who are unresponsive?  Why or why not?

5.
Can you recall an area of emotional expression or action from your heart that changed when you trusted Christ as Savior?  In your opinion, why did that area change?

CHAPTER 6:  THE NEW HEART:
1.          Summarize the content of chapter 6 in one brief paragraph.
2.          According to 2 Corinthians 3:2-3, where do all outward expressions of Christ’s transforming power begin?  What enables or empowers these outward actions?

1. What are the two Greek word translated “love” in the New Testament.  What characterizes each?  What does each term emphasize?

2. Relate Colossians 3:2 to the believer’s new capacity of heart.  How would you describe an ideal relationship to the world?  In light of 1 John 2:15, how do you make sure you are “in the world but not of the world”?

3. Do you have the capacity as a believer to both love and hate?   If so, explain why?

4. According to this chapter, how can we better understand our conduct, thinking and our feelings as we face problems in the realm of our affections?
CHAPTER 7:  THE OLD WILL:
1. Summarize the content of chapter seven in one brief paragraph.

2. Why do you think God created humans with a will?  What light does Genesis 1:26-27 shed on this?

3. Define and characterize the old will.

4. What examples of our natural bent toward disobedience can you give from your own life?


5. Look at the rationalization Eve went through before she ate the fruit (Genesis 3:6).  How does this compare with 1 John 2:15-17?  Give examples of the way we are tempted daily in the three areas mentioned in these verses?

6. How would you describe a non-believer’s personal freedom?  According to the Bible, what are some of the limits on that freedom?  Can unrestrained moral freedom coexist with the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer (see Romans 5:17)?  Why or why not?

7. If an unbeliever is in bondage to sin and cannot chose God, how does anyone ever come to know Jesus Christ personally (John 6:44-45)?

CHAPTER 8:  THE NEW WILL:
1.
Summarize the content of this chapter in one brief paragraph.


2.
Define the “new will.”

3.
Contrast and compare the old will vs. new will.
4.
Read Romans 6, then answer the following question.  Was Romans 6:12-13 written to believers or non-Christians (6:11)?  In this passage, what do the words let and present show us?

5.
If we are free to choose obedience to sin or obedience to God, can we choose God in our hearts but still enjoy a few sinful practices in our lives (see Romans 6:15-16)?  

6.
Compare Galatians 5:17 with Romans 8:1-2.  If there is a continual conflict between the old will and the new in the Christian life, does this mean we are doomed to a life of frustration and spiritual defeat?  Why or why not?

7.
What does Galatians 5:16 tell us about the “how to” of not obeying the will of the flesh?  What does this mean?

8.
The next time you experience the conflict between the desires of the flesh (the old will) and obedience to God (the new will), how will you face it?  Then, which of the verses you have examined in this chapter will be helpful to you?  Why?—be sure to answer this question.

CHAPTER 9:  WHAT IS MAN?
1.
Summarize the content of chapter nine in one brief paragraph.
2.
What are some specific ways the Bible’s view of humanity differs from the world’s view?  In what ways is the world’s view of humanity reinforced by both media and education?

3.
Read Romans 8:3.  What does it mean that Jesus Christ was sent “in the likeness of human flesh”?

4.
What are the capabilities of the flesh before God (see Romans 6:19; 7:18)?  According to Galatians 3:3, what should be our attitude toward our own abilities to please God apart from the Spirit’s power?

5.
In what two ways can a believer respond to the flesh, in light of Romans 6:12-19?

6.
According to Romans 7:14, can a Christian mature enough to be entirely influenced by sin’s power through the flesh?  What does this mean to you and you walk with Christ?

7.
In what way might your walk with Christ be affected by the truths expressed in Romans 6:6-7, 11?  Can you give specific examples?

CHAPTER 10:  THE JUDGMENT AT THE CROSS:

1.
Summarize the content of this chapter in one brief paragraph.
2.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-18.  What does the message of the cross offer that human wisdom can’t.  What will be the world’s response to the message of the cross?  What is the cross to believers?

3.
In light of Ephesians 2:2, under whose authority do all people live their lives if they have not trusted Christ?  Under whose authority were we created to live?

4.
What is Satan’s present status in light of the crucifixion and resurrection (John 16:11)?  When will this be executed on him (Rev. 20:1-6)?

5.
What are some more subtle, inconspicuous evidences that Satan is active in the world today?  How do you know that these demonstrate his work and not God’s?

6.
Explain in your own words what Christ’s death on the cross accomplished for us.  What is the importance of Christ’s statement, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).
7.
Based on Romans 6:6, what effect might salvation have on chronic, compulsive, or habitual behavior?  Why?  In what ways has this affected your life?

CHAPTER 11:   CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST:
1.
Summarize the content of chapter 11 in one brief paragraph.
2.
After defining what it means to be crucified with Christ, in view of Galatians 2:20, how would you summarize your personal potential for Christlikeness in your day-to-day life?  What does this verse imply about the need to probe or relive our pre-salvation lives and improve the old self?

3. What does Ephesians 2:6 tell us about the security or certainty of our salvation?  Does this mean that we should not be concerned with whether we live righteous lives?  Explain.
4. Read 1 Corinthians 12:13.  What is the one body into which we have all been baptized?  Does this mean there should be no variety among Christians (see verse 12).  What do you think will be true of all those who are in the one body?
5. What do you think is meant by the phrase “newness of life” in Romans 6:4?  Give examples from your own life?
6. In light of this chapter, why do some Christians fail to walk in the “newness of life” of Romans 6:4?  
7. What encouragement could you give to a believer who knows Jesus Christ but is not walking in “newness of life”?
8. What is Dr. Pentecost’s definition of the Christian life?
CHAPTER 12:  DEAD WITH CHRIST:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 12 in one brief paragraph.
2. In your words, explain why it was necessary that we be identified with Jesus Christ in His crucifixion.  Does this accomplish something we cannot do on our own?  If so, what?
3. What does it mean that have “died with Christ?  And what light does Galatians 2:20 shed on the idea that we should crucify ourselves repeatedly in order to please God?

4. What does it mean to accept God’s judgment on the sin nature?

5. Is our liberation from bondage to sin complete?

6. According to Philippians 3:7-11, what are some of the benefits that follow our identification with Christ in His crucifixion?

7. Consider what areas of your life are you repeatedly subject to sin’s power?  Having considered the last question, how might the truths discussed in this chapter make a difference in these areas?
CHAPTER 13:  RESURRECTED WITH CHRIST:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 13 in one brief paragraph.

2. What do you think it means to “reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:11)?  What difference does this make?  Why?

3. What does it mean that we are “resurrected with Christ?  Then, what did Christ’s resurrection accomplish in relation to Satan’s power and purposes?  Does this mean the Enemy is no longer active in the world?  What does it mean to individual believers?

4. In light of Galatians 5:16 and Ephesians 5:18, define what it means to walk “according to the Spirit” as mentioned in Romans 8:3-4.

5. Can you name specific areas of your life that can be described only by Philippians 4:13?

6. What kinds of things do you think could keep a Christian from yielding his or her life to Jesus Christ?  How would you advise someone facing these kinds of obstacles?

7. How would you describe your personal response to Romans 12:1?  What will be the outworking of this type of commitment, as revealed in verse 2?

CHAPTER 14:  FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT:
1. Summarize the content of chapter 14 in one brief paragraph.

2. What does it mean to be “filled with the Spirit”?

3. Compare Ephesians 5:18 to Romans 8:9.  Is it possible to be a Christian and not have the Holy Spirit dwelling in you?  How would you describe the differences between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the filling of the Holy Spirit?

4. How do the descriptions of “fear” In Luke 5:26 and “rage” in Luke 6:11 help us understand the meaning of “filled with the Spirit” in Ephesians 5:18?  What other things might fill a person?  How might these affect their actions?

5. In Acts 4:31, what was the immediate result of the filling of the Holy Spirit?  Do you think this result will be evident in those today who are filled with the Holy Spirit?  In what ways, specifically?

6. In view of the previous question, what does Acts 1:8 tell us about the purpose of the indwelling and filling ministry of the Holy Spirit?  Who spoke these words?  To whom do you think they apply?

7. Read Ephesians 5:18-21. What will be the some visible results as believers are filled with the Holy Spirit?

8. Relate 2 Corinthians 3:5, 12:9, and Philippians 4:13 to what you have learned about being filled with the Spirit.  How might these become realities in your life?
CHAPTER 15:  YIELDING TO THE SPIRIT:
1. Summarize the content of this chapter in brief paragraph.

2. What does it mean to “yield to the Spirit”?

3. Compare Matthew 5:6 with John 7:37-39.  What seems to be the logical conclusion we can draw from these two verses.

4. What kinds of things do you think would keep a person from yielding his or her life to the Holy Spirit’s control?  Which of these can provide an adequate substitute for the Spirit-filled life?  What was Paul’s opinion of anything that would stand between Him and a Christ-filled life (see Philippians 3:10)?

5. According to Romans 12:1, whose responsibility is it to offer a living sacrifice?

6. What does it mean to be a “living sacrifice”?

7. According to Ephesians 5:18, whose responsibility is to produce the filling of the Holy Spirit?

8. Read Romans 6:16.  What kinds of sins produce an obvious enslavement-physical, mental, or emotional-in people’s lives?  What is the only thing that can set people free from this type of enslavement?

9. If it is the Spirit’s responsibility to control us (Ephesians 5:18), what part do we play in the process of being filled with the Spirit?  What elements of human personality (heart, mind, or will) is most evident in this?
CHAPTER 16:  LIBERTY IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 16 in one brief paragraph.

2. What does “liberty” mean?

3. What did Peter’s vision in Acts 10:9-13 reveal about his relationship to the Mosaic Law?  What do we learn from Galatians 2:11-13 about Peter’s struggle with this?  Do you think Christians today struggle with their freedom in Christ?  If so, how?

4. According to Romans 14:1, what should be our attitude toward believers who do not exercise their freedom in Christ?  Should we look for opportunities to debate them about those issues?  Why or why not?

5. Although many Christians consider those who are more restrictive in their behavior as stronger than those who don’t, what terminology does the Bible use in Romans 14:1-2?  How should the two respond to each other, according to Romans 14:3?
6. Does Romans 14:13 teach that we should not recognize sin in the lives of other believers?  If no, what does it mean?

7. In view of Romans 14:13, what is one of the dangers a Christian faces in exercising his or her Christian freedom in the presence of a weaker Christian?  To whom does that makes us accountable (see 14:10)?

CHAPTER 17:  GIVING NO OFFENSE:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 17 in one brief paragraph.

2. What does it mean to “give no offense”?

3. What two attitudes are contrasted in Romans 14:13b?  What do you think is meant by the command to “resolve this?”

4. Rephrase Romans 14:21 in your own words.  Then answer these two questions.  What do you think it means to cause another believer to be “offended”?  What do you think it means to be “weak”?
5. Reflecting upon Romans 14:13-21, do you think the weaker Christian shares the stronger believer’s desire for spiritual growth and maturity?  Why or why not?  What is the stronger Christian’s attitude concerning the weaker brother’s growth?

6. What other problems might be created by Christians disagreeing about matters of conduct in doubtful things?  What effect might these have on a local assembly of believers?

7. What does the word “destroy” mean in Romans 14:15?  How does this relate to the issue of doubtful things?

8. In the area of doubtful things, what does God request of the more mature believer?  Is this something you feel you can accept and apply?  Why or why not?

CHAPTER 18:  A GOOD CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD:

1.
Summarize the content of chapter 18 in one brief paragraph.

2.
Write out Romans 14:20a, leaving a blank where the word food appears. What other things might be put into that blank?  Are there areas of your life you would not be willing to give up for the sake of a weaker brother or sister in Christ?  Would this verse apply to those?

3.
Read Romans 14:21.  How would a stronger Christian “condemn himself?”


How would we avoid the mistake?  What will be the result if we do avoid it?

4.
Compare Galatians 5:13-14 with Romans 14:20-23.  What thoughts does Galatians 5 add to the discussion of Christian liberty?  What does it confirm?

5.
Using a specific real example, explain how a stronger Christian might cause a weaker believer to stumble or fall into sin.  Explain how a Christian’s testimony might be compromised by an inappropriate exercise of Christian liberty.

6.
What are some specific things a stronger Christian might choose to give up for the sake of a weaker believer?  Does that mean no Christian should practice them at any time?  Why or why not?
CHAPTER 19:  DO ALL THINGS TO THE GLORY OF GOD

1.
Summarize the content of this chapter in one brief paragraph.


2.
What do you think it means for believers to be of “one mind”?  What does it mean to be of “one mouth”?

3.
What does it mean to “glorify God”?  Be specific in your answer.

4.
In view of Romans 15:5, what aspects of the Spirit’s ministry in our lives will move us toward becoming like-minded?

5.
Do you believe a believer has a duty to fulfill Christian unity by remaining in an assembly that denies basic tenets of the faith?  What Scriptures can you use to support your answer?

6.
What does it mean for believers to be “like-minded toward one another, according to Jesus Christ”?  How does John 15:9-12 relate to this?

CHAPTER 20:  HOW FAR CAN A CHRISTIAN GO?
1. Summarize chapter 20 in one brief paragraph.

2. Based upon this chapter, in what ways is our modern culture similar to the one found at Corinth?  In what ways is it different?  What kinds of things in our culture might correspond to the practice of idol worship in Corinth?

3. Based upon 1 Corinthians 8:1-3, how would you describe the discussion that was taking place in the church at Corinth?  What element apparently was missing?  How does this compare with church conflicts you have seen in the past?

4. Based on this information in this chapter, what was Mrs. B’s problem against Mrs. A.  How might Mrs. A have responded?  Can you draw a parallel to a similar situation that might occur today?

5. If exercising our liberty causes a weaker believer to stumble, what else has taken place, according to 1 Corinthians 8:12?

6. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19.  What was Paul’s attitude toward those who might find fault with him even when he had done nothing wrong?  What was his motivation?

7. Can you think of any areas of Christian liberty believers today might give up in order to ensure that a weaker believer would not be caused to stumble?  What will happen if we try to turn these into absolute rules of conduct?  What should be our attitudes toward these and other areas of doubtful things?
CHAPTER 21:  THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 21 in one brief paragraph.

2. Based on John 1:8 and 17:4-6, what was the work Jesus finished?  What was the result of that work (17:4)?

3. What is the command given to Christians in 1 Corinthians 16:20?  Upon what is that command founded?

4. In view of the work Christ said He finished during his earthly ministry, what is the work He wants us to do in order to glorify God today?  How will this glorify God?

5. What does 1 Thessalonians 2:12 reveal about what God desires for every Christian?  What do you think Paul meant by the phrase, “a walk worthy of God?”

6. Read John 17:4-6.  How would Jesus have measured up as an accomplished person in the eyes of our modern society?  Based on that, how might we expect the world to view our accomplishments if we live our lives for the purpose of glorifying God?

7.
What kinds of things in one’s life might take the place of bringing glory to God?  Does this mean that we cannot glorify God and see success in other areas?  Explain your answer.
CHAPTER 22:  THE CHRISTIAN AND THE WORLD:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 22 in one brief paragraph.
2. What is Satan’s present position, according to John 16:8-11?  Does this mean he will not use the things of the world to distract and divert believers?  Why or why not?

3. What does 1 John 4:4 tell us about our position as believers ruled by Satan?  What does this imply our relationship to the things of the world?

4. Read 1 John 2:15-16.  What methods will Satan use to tempt the child of God to love the things of the world?  What attitude does God want us to have toward these things?  Does this mean we must separate ourselves completely from the world?  Why or why not?

5. What do you think is God’s supreme example of the way He can turn around Satan’s control of the world to accomplish His purpose?  How does this relate to our position in the world today?

6. What sets the child of God apart from unbelievers in the world (see Philippians 3:20)?  How should this affect the way we view, use, and possess the things of the world?  What might prevent this from being true in our lives?  How might we solve that problem?

CHAPTER 23:  THE CHRISTIAN AND THE FLESH:

1. What do you think it means to be carnally minded (Romans 8:6)?  Is this something that is possible for a believer?  Explain.

2. Summarize the content of chapter 23 in one brief paragraph.

3.
 What situation is described in Galatians 3:3?  What does it mean to be made perfect?  If we can’t be made perfect by the flesh, how are we made perfect?  Explain.
4.
Explain Paul’s command in Romans 13:14.  How do we put on the Lord Jesus Christ?  Explain.
5.
Will yielding to the Spirit’s control rather than to control by the flesh always result in a drastic change of lifestyle? Why or why not?  What might be the result (s)?  Explain.
CHAPTER 24:  THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD:
1. Summarize the content of chapter 24 in one brief paragraph.

2. Read 1 Corinthians 16:8-9.  What was Paul’s response to the presence of “many adversaries” where he wanted to reach people for Christ?  Why does he describe this opportunity?  Why do you think he disregarded the opposition he knew was ahead?

3. What act of God demonstrated the magnitude of the power available to each Christian, according to Ephesians 1:19-20?  Do you think all Christians experience this power?  Why or why not?

4. In light of Ephesians 6:10-11, what should the Christian who is strengthened by the Lord also do?  What result can expect when we do?

5. Read Ephesians 6:12.  Why should a Christian be concerned about putting armor that is spiritual in nature?

6. Which pieces of armor are most important to the believer, in light of verses 11 and 13 of Ephesians 6?
7. What do you think is meant by the phrase “to stand” (Ephesians 6:11, 13)?  Spiritually speaking, what do you think would be the opposite of standing?  What might this look like in a person’s life?

CHAPTER 25:  THE GIRDLE OF TRUTH:

       1.
      Summarize the content of chapter 25 in one brief paragraph.

 2.       Why do you think truth is the first item mentioned in the Christian’s armor?  Why do you think it is characterized as a belt or girdle?

3. What is the believer’s relationship to truth and truthfulness as revealed in:

- Romans 9:1

- Ephesians 4:15

- 1 John 2:4

- 3 John 1:3

4. What influences do you think might move a Christian to compromise his or her integrity?  How does this relate to the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged?

5. According to 1Timothy 4:2, what will be one of the chief characteristics of false teachers who deny Jesus Christ?  How would you define “speaking lies in hypocrisy”?  Can you recognize any examples of this in our society today?

6. Can you think of times when your witness or the message of Christ has been hindered because of a Christian’s lack of integrity?  What does this tell us about spiritual warfare?

7. Read John 17:17.  What is the best way for a Christian to cultivate truth and truthfulness in his or her life?
CHAPTER 26:  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 26 in one brief paragraph.

2. What light does 2 Corinthians 2:9-11 shed on our spiritual battle?  What is the opposite of being “ignorant of his devices”?

3. Do you think it is significant that the ancient breastplate protected its wearer both front and back?  What parallel might we draw from this?

4. Why do you think we have an aversion to being strongly committed to personal holiness today?  What benefits does this aversion bring us?  What disadvantages does it bring?

5. According to Ephesians 2:10, what is God’s desire for us in regard to personal righteousness?  Based on this verse, whose responsibility is it to prepare the good works?  What is our responsibility?  Explain.

6. What effect might the absence of personal righteousness have on our ministries to unbelievers, friends, and family?  What internal effects might it have in our lives?

7. What is the key to personal righteousness, according to Romans 8:3-4 and Galatians 5:16?  Explain.
CHAPTER 27:  SHOES FOR OUR FEET:
1.      Summarize the content of chapter 27 in one brief paragraph.

2         Why do you think God made a connection between our feet and the gospel of   peace?  Based on this, what do you think the Christian’s marching orders include?

3.         Read Ephesians 4:17-19.  What things characterize the walk of unbelievers?  Why, then do you think the Christian’s walk should include the gospel of peace?

 4.        Besides revealing that Christ is God’s chief cornerstone of His kingdom, what else do we learn from Acts 4:10-12 about who Jesus is?

5.          In view of 2 Timothy 4:2, what kind of timing or opportunity will the soldier of Christ look for as he or she takes the gospel of peace to others?

6.          What do Isaiah 59:10-13 and Psalm 73:2-3 reveal about the one thing that can erode our sure footing in Christ?

8. Based on this chapter, what does it mean to you to have you feet shod with   the preparation of the gospel of peace?


CHAPTER 28:  THE SHIELD OF FAITH:
1. Summarize the content of chapter 28 in one brief paragraph.

2. Why do you think a shield was so important to an ancient soldier?  How was it used?  What were its benefits?

3. What did Paul mean by the words “above all”?  Why do you think God wants us to have this kind of protection?

4. What bearing might Romans 10:17 have on our understanding of the shield of faith?  Explain.

5. What threat to a believer’s faith is addressed in Colossians 2:4-5?  Can we see something similar at work today?

6. How does 1 John 5:4 illustrate the practical use of the shield of faith in a Christian’s life?  How does this relate to 1 John 2:15-16?  Explain.



CHAPTER 29:  THE HELMET OF SALVATION:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 29 in one brief paragraph.

2. What does Proverbs 23:7 reveal about the effect a person’s thought life will have on his actions?  Why is this important for the soldier of Christ?

3. What effect might John 16:11 have on our outlook as Christ’s soldiers?  Does this mean we will not encounter spiritual conflict?  If not, then what does it mean?

4. In light of James 4:7, what should be our outlook on confrontations with Satan’s schemes and strategies?  How does this relate to Ephesians 6:13?

5. What do 2 Timothy 1:7 and Philippians 4:6 caution against?  When might these things become issues for a Christian?  When in the past have they been issues for you?

6. Relate 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 to what you have learned so far about spiritual warfare and the Christian’s armor.  How do you think this passage might be lived out in your daily life?  Explain.

CHAPTER 30:  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT:
1. Summarize the content of this chapter in one brief statement.

2. Compare Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12.  What additional characteristics of God’s Word do we learn from Hebrews 4?

3. What does 2 Peter 1:19-21 teach us concerning the origin of God’s Word?  What does this mean concerning its authority and accuracy?

4. According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, what portions of Scripture are most profitable?  Why?  What portion of the Bible did Jesus use to defeat Satan’s strategy of temptation?  What portions of the Bible should we concentrate on learning for ourselves?

5. In light of the situation described in 2 Timothy 4:1-2, what was Paul’s solution for Christians living in such a time (see 2 Timothy 4:13, 15-16)?  Do you think this will work even in our day?  Does this seem to be what most Christians in our culture are doing?  If not, why not?

6. Based on this chapter, what do you think should be the role of Bible study in a believer’s life?  What role does it play in your life?






CHAPTER 31:  COMING TO MATURITY:

1. Summarize the content of chapter 31 in one brief statement.

2. Why do you think the argument the writer of Hebrews presented was intended only for those who have approached maturity in Christ?  Does this mean that God somehow discriminates against those who are immune in Him?  What does it mean?

3. Read Hebrews 5:12-14.  What is the difference between milk and solid food in spiritual things?  How do these relate to spiritual maturity?

4. What does it mean to be “dull of hearing” (Hebrews 5:11)?  What is the result of this dullness?

5. What logical process is implied in Hebrews 5:12?  Where did the Hebrew believers fail in this process?  With what result?

6. In view of Hebrews 5:13-14, contrast the immature believer’s relationship to the Word of God with the mature believer’s.  In which category would you classify yourself?  Why?  Explain.

7. Based upon this chapter, what things are necessary in order for a believer to move toward spiritual maturity?  Do you feel you are involved in this process?  Explain.
CHAPTER 32:  STEPS TO MATURITY:
1. Summarize the content of chapter 32 in one brief paragraph.
2. What does “perfection” mean in Hebrews 6:1?  What is the foundation we should not need to lay again?
3. How would you define spiritual maturity?  Can you support your definition from Hebrews 5:12-16:2?

4. What does each passage below reveal concerning spiritual maturity?

· Romans 10:17:

· Ephesians 2:10:

· 2 Timothy 4:1-2:

5. What evidence of spiritual maturity is described in Hebrews 6:9-10?

6. Based on Hebrews 6:11-12, what does the process of spiritual maturity require in terms of time and commitment?

7. Are you content with your progress toward maturity in Christ today?  If not, establish a plan right now about what you are going to do about it?  Explain what that plan is?
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