Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality:

In this edition regarding prayer we are presented with the wonderful exhortation by Jesus Christ not to lose heart in prayer.

LUKE 18:1-8

Please open your Bible to Luke 18:1-8.  Begin your study by contemplating verse 1, “And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.”

How often do you pray?  Most Christians, for some reason or another, don’t consider prayer a vital necessity for daily living.  This is easily demonstrated in our lives, isn’t?  Be honest!  Why is that the case?  Is it because we honestly don’t have confidence in prayer?  For some, and maybe you, this is indeed the reason.

Jesus Christ addresses the problem of a lack of confidence in prayer in Luke 18: 1-8.  From this passage we are able to glean four dynamic truths that we should diligently incorporate or consider if we want to be believers who are distinguished for our commitment to the Lord no matter the circumstance or situation.

First, prayer should be conducted with biblical confidence.  Consider to whom you are praying…the sovereign God of the universe.  God is the King, the Supreme Ruler, and Lawgiver of the entire universe.  If He loves you so much to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for your sins, to redeem you, call you into His eternal family, and indwell & seal you by means of the Holy Spirit, surely He will listen to you; you are His child, aren’t you?  Second, Scripture is clear that God answers prayer if they are in accordance with His will.  Surely, if God exhaustively knows everything, you want Him to answer your prayers as He sees fit.  Third, when God answers our prayers, He will answer according to His perfect timing.  Remember, God is God; He knows when it is the ideal time to respond to your requests; He engineers your circumstances.  And finally, do not lose heart in prayer…be patient for the Lord's answers; He is your Father.  Trust God; the Perfect Father knows best about everything that you are experiencing and will face in the future.  

In conclusion, with what are you struggling?  Is there something (s) in your life you can’t seem to give to God in prayer?  Allow God the privilege to work in your life, to answer your prayers according to His methods and timing; trust Him.  Prayer is much more than a Christian activity; it is a worshipful expression of trust…really believing that God knows best in all things.  Count on Him!  Reckon Him to be true; trust Him in everything; take all things to Him in prayer.
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