Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality:

To what extent do you want to live for God?
LUKE 22:39-46

To what extent do you want to live for God?  Do you desire to experience a life that is fulfilling, purposeful, & transforming?  When your life’s work is done & you find yourself reflecting upon your past as a believer, “the movie of your life” as a child of God, do you want to see that it was mostly filled with images of mediocrity, dissatisfaction, despondency, daydreams, disobedience, victimization, & possibly even apathy?   I am confident that if those words above describe who you are, & you don’t change your mindset/priorities, as the end of the movie of your life draws near, you will experience enormous regret, possibly saying, “When I look at my life, I see that it is filled it with things that just weren’t important to God!  If I were to do it all over again, I would be sold out to Jesus Christ!”  Well, I don’t want you or myself to live a life of regret.  Unless you & I want our spiritual lives defined as mediocre at best, what are we going to do about it?  We don’t have to be filled with debauchery to be worldly, business, victimization, or always daydreaming of a better tomorrow will do just fine.

Reversing the course of Christian mediocrity requires adjusting our worldview to one goal:  glorifying God in moment-by-moment living.  We honor God by loving Him with all our intellect, affections, and decisions.  We demonstrate that love by genuinely loving each other sacrificially, self-surrendering, & practically.  To reach this goal, though, we not only meditate & apply God’s truth to our lives, we must also pray. 

Hmmmm…prayer.  How can I begin to change my mindset when my house is filled with kids, my employment demands too much time from me, & my spouse has a “to do list” for me that is five pages long?!  When I hear these statements & though I am sympathetic to them (believe me!), they are often used as “blanket excuses.”  I say this because we make time for the things we desire; our affections reveal our heart- unless we are not discipline in our management of time to do even that.  Therefore, if we honestly desire to pattern our lives after Christ, knowing that the Christian life is the life of Christ reproduced in the child of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, then we need to constantly evaluate what are our activities, determine their importance in relation to God’s truths for us, & consider how we can better manage our time.  

Lastly as you study Luke 22:39-46, deeply consider the words, “pray”, “temptation”, & “earnestly.”   Indeed, let’s re-evaluate our priorities, change our focus, & discipline our time so that we may reach our maximum potential in this life as a committed child of God, one that is totally sold out to Jesus Christ!
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