Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality:

In this edition we are presented with the wonderful example 
to take our problems to God in prayer.

LUKE 22:41-42

Ever been faced with a situation you didn’t want to experience?  In the movie, Lord of the Rings, we come to know that the young hobbit Frodo was “destined” to be the ring-bearer.  His task was simple; he was to take Sauron’s evil ring of power to volcanic Mt. Doom, the only place where it could be destroyed in order to stop the dark lord’s intent to wickedly rule all of Middle Earth.  Frodo’s task was uniquely & specifically chosen for him.

Have you ever thought about Jesus’ task?  Jesus too was unique in that He was the only One “meant” to substitute Himself on the cross for your sins; this task was uniquely appointed to Him because He was the only One who could since He is God.  In light of this responsibility of taking your wickedness upon Himself, did Jesus give up?  No.  Did He ever experience deep agony about this responsibility?  Yes.  In fact, knowing that He was about to be taken away by a crowd and falsely condemned to die, the Scripture says:

Luke 22:41b, “…He knelt down and began to pray, 42 saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.”  43 Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him.  44 And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.

Jesus naturally shrank from the responsibility.  The “cup” that Jesus was about to drink was filled with all the suffering involved in the sinless Son of God taking upon Himself the sin of humanity, including the necessary, though temporary separation from God.  However, He willingly submitted to it because His total passion was to glorify God (John 13:31-32; 14:13-14).  

Though each of will never be called to carry the responsibilities of the world upon our shoulders, each of us face circumstances that may appear to be overpowering & even sometimes insurmountable.  Maybe the situation is finishing a semester at school, firm deadlines at work, or a broken down vehicle.  Maybe you feel that you are living in a constant valley in that you have a nagging spouse, deep financial debts, an ineffective boss, emotional insecurities, or a degenerating disease or affliction.  Or maybe you see that ominous mountain every week as you attempt to clean your house, do your laundry, & grow your children in the ways of the Lord.  Well, whatever it is, we should follow Jesus’ pattern when faced with these difficulties:  kneel down to God & pray with the determination to be obedient to His will no matter the potential outcome.  
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