Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

MAKE YOUR LIFE SERIOUSLY COUNT FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!

Payday!  Payday is a day that is universally looked forward to and thought about a great deal.  As bills pile up, payday will surely bring relief; as the family readies for vacation, payday will launch them happily on their way; as the old appliances expire, payday will ring out the old and bring in the new.  Payday is often circled on the calendar and frequently there is the “countdown” to payday.  It should be observed that if, due to overtime work or extra commissions or simply a nice bonus, payday brings with it an unusually large paycheck, payday is anticipated all the more.  No day is quite like payday.

While great attention is usually given to our weekly or monthly paydays, little or no significant thought is given to the greatest payday of all.  This future payday eclipses all former paydays.  This future payday will in fact cause us to forget about all former paydays.  For the believer in Jesus Christ, that payday is called the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ.  This judgment is like no other in the Bible.  We know from Romans 8:1 that if we place our trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, believing that Jesus is God and that He alone died on the cross for our sins and who bodily rose from the dead, we will never ever be condemned by God; we are forever His children.   However, the day will certainly come in the future when we Christians will stands before Jesus Christ to give an account of our faithfulness to Him.  The occasion for the judgment is rewards.  For some, the rewards will be numerous.  For others, the rewards will be few.  The difference between the two is whether our life and ministry reflects Jesus Christ in the way we think and act in our daily lives; we will “appear” (which means “make visible”) before Jesus Christ with our true character revealed and will “receive” back what is due (2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Corinthians 3:14-15).  

Here are some interesting points to consider when reflecting upon the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The eleven truths below should dramatically change the way we live knowing that our actions will certainly be examined by our Master and Savior Jesus Christ.
First, salvation is a gift of God that once received becomes a permanent possession of the believer. Salvation is always viewed as free gift of God’s grace.  Man does not earn salvation, nor can he lose it.  However, we as believers might lose rewards, but we will never lose our salvation. 

Second, sin does not affect our position as children of God but it can impact our present fellowship & our future rewards.  All sin was paid on the cross by Jesus Christ.  While our sins as believers will not remove us from our position as God’s children they do have consequences.  These sins, if not confessed (1 John 1:9), will not only hinder present fellowship, but they will also impact our rewards at the judgment seat of Christ (2 John 8).
Third, our future rewards & status are largely determined by our present living.  The consistent testimony of Scripture is that the way in which we live now is the primary factor in determining our rewards.  Spoke as “crowns” and “ruling with Christ.”  These rewards will translate into privilege and honor in His kingdom.

Fourth, God wants you to witness because of the benefits He offers to those who receive Christ. When you introduce others to Christ, they become children for God; their bodies become temples of God; all their sins are forgiven - past, present and future! They begin to experience the peace and love of God; they receive God's direction and purpose for their lives; they experience the power of God to change their lives; & they have assurance of eternal life.  Indeed, when people know Jesus they have purpose, meaning, & fulfillment.

 Fifth, failures in life, when repented of, do not eliminate the possibility of significant reward at the judgment seat of Christ.  We as believers are to take heart by looking at people who sinned & yet will be rewarded greatly.  As long as we are alive, the promise in the Scriptures of entering into His rest (rewards) remains.  

Sixth, the judgment seat of Christ is a necessary event.   Because of the nature of God and because of the accountability of man, judgment is mandatory.  This is also true of us as believers.  It must be clear to all of creation that the Lord is just & righteous as well as being good.  If issues between believers are not resolved here, they will be resolved there.  It is important, therefore, that we always show mercy, grace, & love towards one another.

Seventh, God wants you to witness because the Holy Spirit has been given to provide the power for you to do so. Jesus says, "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." To fail to witness for Christ is to deny the Holy Spirit His right to both empower & to use you to introduce others to our Savior. 

Eighth, the criteria used at the Judgment seat consist of the Scriptures, our faithfulness, & our motivation.  We are not left in the dark as to the standard of evaluation used.  The Word of God is central to this evaluation because in it is revealed the will of God that we as believers are to follow.  Obedience to the Lord’s commands is at the core of our evaluation.  Faithfulness is another key criterion, as each of us will be evaluated by what was given to us by the Master.  Our motivations will also be considered as the question of why we did what we did; it will be seen.

Ninth, if any of us live carnally and selfishly we have something to be concerned about.  The judgment seat is a place to reward faithful servants, but it is also a place where the unfaithful servant will be confronted by the Master.  If we live in self-indulgence & have not taken seriously the Lord’s commands, we will face significant loss of reward.  Furthermore, our time at the judgment seat will be one of remorse and shame.  We may presently wish to ignore this issue in the present but we cannot in the future (2 John 8).
Tenth, the Lord is generous and desires to greatly reward His Children.  The Lord delights to give good gifts to us as His children, as that is part of His nature.  Jesus is not stingy nor is He reluctant to give generously to us.  That which limits His generosity is our unfaithfulness.  Even the trials of life are designed to make it possible for Him to reward us in a greater way.  Jesus is the Creator of all good and perfect gifts, and He desires to lavish these on His redeemed saints.

And finally, we need to carefully evaluate our lives “today” to see if we are trusting & obeying.  We cannot afford to live in a condition of spiritual delusion, mediocrity, or complacency.  Nor can we put off to a future day serious reflection about our walk with Christ.  It is imperative to immediately face these critical matters.  It is important, brethren to decide to live fully and completely for the Lord Jesus Christ now, and build upon that decision in the power of the Holy Spirit.   Make Jesus # 1 in how you live!

Therefore, for His glory, let’s be faithful believers, maximizing our effectiveness by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit & the opportunities God gives us; let’s be used by God to change people’s lives from the inside out!
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