Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality:
In this edition regarding prayer we are presented with need to be thankful in prayer.
Philippians 1:2-6

“2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all 5 in view of your anticipation in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

When Paul wrote Philippians in 63 A.D., he was facing some difficult circumstances. He was facing opposition from within and from without. He was physically getting old and his gospel message was being opposed and as a result, he faced some tremendous persecution. And yet in no other letter does Paul so rejoice in the incredible joy of Christian living. He writes, "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain" (1:21); "Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lied behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (3:12-14)."
Isn’t that marvelous!  What an adventurous spirit! One could not attribute his poise to some Greek stoicism, Pharisee type persistence, or a certain choleric temperament. No, Paul had a deeper passion, a life-absorbing purpose. And the more he realized his purpose, the more he wanted to live, know, and die for the joy of experiencing Christ.

And what was his purpose in life, what was his utmost ambition? Read carefully the following words, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death" (3:10).

In every believer he wanted for them to know the person of Jesus Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the passion of Jesus Christ.  In fact, he explained to the believers at Philippi in his greetings that he thanks God for every remembrance of them in view of their commitment to his ministry (1:2-6).  He goes on to say that he is confident that God’s grace will continue in them until the consummation at the day of Christ.  

Knowing the person of Christ involves far more than trusting in Christ for salvation...that is only the beginning! It means abiding in Christ; or practicing the presence of Christ in all my thinking, speaking, and doing. We must daily learn Christ, love Christ, and live Christ.

Therefore, what can we learn about prayer from Philippians 1:2-6.

1.
Prayers should be offered with sincere joy and thanksgiving from the heart.

2.
We are to express thanksgiving to God for those He uses to provide for our needs.

3.
We are to express thanks to the Lord for His transforming work in our lives.

4.
We are to express thanks to the Lord for what He wrought in us at salvation.

5.
We are to express thanks to the Lord for those whom we fellowship with together in the word.
Therefore, let’s make it our ambition to know Christ, for expressing our thanks to Him for providing for our needs, for His transforming work in our lives, for working out our salvation, and for those He placed in our lives to share in the divine provision of Christian fellowship.
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