Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

DO I KNOW HIM?!
When Paul wrote Philippians in 63 A.D., he was facing some difficult circumstances. He was facing opposition from within and from without. He was physically getting old and his Gospel message was being opposed and as a result, he faced some tremendous persecution. And yet in no other letter does Paul so rejoice in the incredible joy of Christian living. He writes:
 "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain" (1:21); "Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lied behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (3:12-14)."

What an adventurous spirit! One could not attribute his poise to some Greek stoicism, Pharisee type persistence, or choleric temperament.  No, Paul had a deeper passion, a life-absorbing purpose. And the more he realized his purpose, the more he wanted to live, know, and die for the joy of knowing Christ.

And what was his purpose in life, what was his utmost ambition? Read carefully the following words, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death" (3:10).

Three things are quite observable from this passage:
(1) We are called to know the person of Jesus Christ.

(2) We are called to know the power of His resurrection.

(3) We are called to know the passion of Jesus Christ.

Knowing the person of Christ involves far more than trusting in Christ for salvation...that is only the beginning! It means abiding in Christ; or practicing the presence of Christ in all our thinking, speaking, and doing. We must daily learn Christ, love Christ, and live Christ.

What is so amazing is that God gives us the enablement to know the power of His resurrection (Eph. 3:18-22). In Ephesians 3:18-22, Paul writes that this indestructible, inexhaustible power for which God wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead is the same power "for us who believe"; and that his prayer is that we might know it by experience!

As we draw near to the person and power of Christ, we also experience suffering.  It does not say that we suffer for Christ. Rather, we suffer with Christ. By becoming more like Christ, we begin to bear heaviness and sorrow as we look upon others who need to know the Savior.   We see how sin leads people to the depths of despair and that only God can bring them out of their sickness and horror if they are willing to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation or turn to Him in view of sanctification.


Lastly, we also aware that we Christians are mandated to deny our self-will in view of God's will, realizing that we will only, only, and only be satisfied when God is glorified in our moment by moment choices in daily living.  
Therefore, beloved, abide! Abide! Abide!  Let’s learn, know, and reflect Jesus Christ in how we live.  Selah.
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