Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

LIFE BETWEEN EASTER AND PENTECOST:
Easter is a celebration of the substitutionary atonement of our sins by the undiminished deity-perfect humanity, Jesus Christ, the Messiah; He is the God-Man who died on our behalf so that we might by redeemed, reconciled, regenerated, justified, and propitiated for, and adopted into the family of God. Christ's substitutionary sacrifice, desperately needed because we lack the capacity to be good enough for salvation, was authenticated by His historical physical resurrection from the grave. In essence, Easter or Resurrection Day signifies eternal life that Jesus Christ offers to anyone who is willing to place their trust in Him, the Son of God, who died on the cross for the sins of the world and rose again.  At the moment the believer receives eternal life by trusting in Jesus Christ for salvation, the benefits of that atonement are applied.
Pentecost was another historical day (Acts 2) whereby the Holy Spirit, who is equally and fully God, permanently indwelt (took up permanent residence) in those people who placed their trust in Jesus Christ for salvation from sin and divine condemnation, authenticating the words of works of Jesus Christ; He was indeed the Messiah as predicted in the Old Testament. Christ mentioned this coming ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John 14:15-18,26;16:7,13-15.  Thus, these empowered believers sacrificed their possessions, proclaimed His Word at peril, and served others without complaint or bitterness.  In essence, they did not give, let up, or shut up until they prayed up, poured up, stored up, and gave up for the cause of Christ; Jesus Christ was their singular passion.

If we are honest, many of us are not living the spiritual life to the fullest, appropriating the spiritual ministry of the Holy Spirit in the details of daily living as those did in Acts 2.   Too be sure, we often rejoice in the sweetness of knowing that our sins are forgiven, but rarely do we appropriate what it means to be controlled by the Holy Spirit.  Thus, we seem to live between Easter and Pentecost even though we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God.
Ephesians 5:18 states, "And do not be drunken with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit" (NKJV). The verb, "be filled," is an imperative with a durative force. In other words, this sentence, written to the believer, means, "Keep being filled with the Spirit." To "be filled," means to be controlled. You already have the Holy Spirit in you if you have placed your faith in Christ for salvation; you are not "getting more of Holy Spirit." Rather, you are commanded by the apostle to allow the Holy Spirit to take control of your life, yielding yourself to His will and enablement in the moment by moment details of daily living. Because of the durative force of the command, "be filled," we, believers, are commanded to constantly and continually yield ourselves to God; it is continuous appropriation of the life of Christ in us (Gal. 2:20).

As we know from the study of 1 John, there are no short cuts to spiritual maturity. Thus, every day should be a consecration to God in how we think and act (Romans 12:1-2 cf. 2 Thess. 1:12). Following hard after Christ (2 Peter 3:14-18 cf. 1 Cor. 11:1), victory from sinful habits (Romans 12:11-14), protection from yielding to temptations that war against us (Rom. 7:22-23), spiritual enrichment (Phil. 3:10), and victorious living (Phil. 4:8-9,13), only comes by actively allowing the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives in the moment by moment details of daily living (1 Cor. 3:16).
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