Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

HOW TO BOAST IN THE LORD?
What does it mean to boast in the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Galatians 6:14 is a very thought provoking & convicting verse.  The apostle Paul writes, "But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world (NKJV)."  The King James Version states, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”  The J.B. Phillips translation says it this way, "Yet God forbid that I should boast about anything or anybody except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, which means that the world is a dead thing to me and I am dead man to the world." 
In what and to whom are we "boasting" or "glorying"? How do I boast or glory in Christ? 
While the Old Testament finds a place for justifiable pride (Prov. 16:31; 17:6), it is the basic attitude of fools, the ungodly (Psalm 52:1; 74:4).  Paul is clear that faith precludes boasting (Rom. 3:27). According to Paul, Even Abraham, the recipient of the greatest [interpretive] event in all of the Old Testament, the unilateral & unconditional Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12, 15),  had nothing to boast about before God (Rom. 4:2).  
We are called as believers to glory in the cross (Gal. 6:14), Christ alone (Phil. 3:3), leaving off all self-boasting (Phil. 3:7).  For legal zealots in Paul's day it meant boasting not in the fulfilling of the Law, but in ceremonial conformity; it was making a fair show in the flesh.  To boast in the cross, I believe, is to make it the sole ground of our confidence, to rejoice in Christ crucified, as the only ground of our salvation, to look to no other honor nor search for any other source to boost our self-esteem. 
To glory in Christ is to reproduce the life of Christ in us by yielding ourselves to God by means of obedience to the Scripture in moment-by-moment living (Gal. 5:16-25; Rom. 12:1-2); we are mandated to dwell, remain, and possess the Scriptures in our minds to the extent that we habitually live out the teachings of Scripture, able to see & respond to our surroundings & circumstances from God's perspective rather than our own.  
Examining the last portion of Gal. 6:14, to be "crucified to the world" means that as the world judges me worthy of death, I am to judge the world worthy of death.  We are called to die to, to renounce, to be indifferent to, and free from the power of the world's influences & attractions (1 John 2:15-17).   
Jesus Christ has enabled me to be free from the world.  Jesus delivered me from its condemnation, blindness, and "fleeting fulfillments" by placing His life in me (1 Cor. 3:16; Gal. 2:20).  As I gaze at the cross, meditating all the positional and progressive benefits I gained by His substitutionary atonement, I become more determined to boast & glory in nothing else but Jesus Christ and Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:1-4). 
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