Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

JONATHAN EDWARDS ON PASSION FOR GOD:
One of the most convicting, powerfully rich biographies I have ever read is, JONATHAN EDWARDS: A NEW BIOGRAPHY, by Ian H. Murray; it profoundly impacted my life.  Well, two nights ago, that biography was returned to me by a dear friend and for the last two evenings I found myself re-reading portions concerning the life, thought, and ministry of this profound man; a brilliant gentleman who sought constant fellowship with God. I encourage you to read the following quote taken from an entry titled, "Of Holiness," in his private, personal diary/devotional, now published and titled, The Miscellanies (Vol.1).   It was the year 1722, Edwards writes:

My sense of divine things seemed gradually to increase, until I went to preach at New York, which was about a year and a half after they began; and while I was there, I felt them, very sensibly, in a much higher degree than I had done before.  My longings after God and holiness, were much increased.  Pure and humble, holy and heavenly, Christianity appeared exceeding amiable to me.  I felt a burning desire to be in every thing a complete Christian; and conformed to the blessed image of Christ; and that I might live, in all things, according to the pure, sweet and blessed rules of the gospel.  I had an eager thirsting after progress in these things; which put me upon pursuing and pressing after them.  It was my continual strife day and night, and constant inquiry, how I should BE more holy, and LIVE more holily, and more becoming a child of God and a disciple of Christ. I now sought and increase of grace and holiness, and a holy life, with much more earnestness than ever I sought grace before I had it.  I used to be continually examining myself, and studying and contriving for likely ways and means how I should live holily, with far greater diligence and earnestness than ever I pursued any thing in my life....My heart panted after this - to lie low before God, as in the dust, that I might be nothing, and that God might be ALL, that I might become as a little child (pp. 51-52).

May we allow God to cultivate in us the same passion for Him and His holiness in every detail of daily living.
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