Vital Supplement for Spiritual Vitality

How does the Trinity impact your ministry and message?
Does an understanding of the biblical doctrine of the Trinity impact your ministry and message?  Recently I was asked by a graduate student this very question; he is taking a course on the study of the Trinity.   Here’s my response to that excellent question.  
First, the Trinity impacts my affections for God because it reveals more about the one and only Triune God:  the plurality of persons.  Let me try to unpack what I mean.  When I study the person and work of Christ, I am meditating upon the one and only Triune God.  As a result, my love for God grows deeper, my sinful appetites and tendencies look more foul, and my humility deepens—for I am considering Him who is the “radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being” (Heb. 1:3), “His fullness dwell in him” (Col. 1:19), “being in the very God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped” (Phil. 2:6).  By pointing others to Christ, I am pointing them to God.  Thus, the Trinity undergirds my ministry to point each of us to the glorious beauty of Jesus Christ (John 10:30) who reveals and convicts us of our sin and who bestows upon us the riches of His grace that we might live for Him.
Secondly, the Trinity formulates, if not enriches, my understanding of everyone being made in the image of God.  As a result, being made in the image of God (seeing this like the intricate shapes of a diamond or a mosaic piece of art), I recognize that humans are designed to be His ambassadors, His representatives (translating the Hebrew preposition as “as” instead of “in” in Gen. 1:26-27).  We are privileged to reflect His personality (as reflected in the command to rule), authority/stewardship (emphasis on the command to rule/subdue), and interpersonal relationship (emphasis on “our likeness”) with God and with each other.  And though the image of God is marred by sin (total depravity in terms of extensiveness), the image of God is not erased.  Thus, the Trinity undergirds my pro-active engagement with culture; it is a cultural mandate.

Third, the Trinity informs my relationships with others in the body of Christ.  Since the Persons of the Trinity are involved in the salvation of believers and all cooperate in equipping believers with spiritual gifts for the building of the church, the body of Christ, I recognizing the vital importance, necessity, and power of the community. We are complimentary beings assigned to do the Father’s will as exemplified or illustrated by the Godhead.  Let me try to unpack this statement by stating the following:

(a) Just as Jesus came to do the Father’s will and the Holy Spirit came to glorify Christ and God the Father (John 16:14-15), recognizing that all three members of the Godhead are coequal, coeternal, and coextensive, I am to submit to the leadership in my church where Christ is head so that the Father’s will may be accomplished.  

(b)  As I submit to the leadership, I depend upon the Holy Spirit. To yield to the Holy spirit in the details of daily living is vital because it is Him who “reproduces the life of Jesus Christ” in and through my life. 

(c) God the Father has a unique plan for the church.  Though faulty, stubborn, and sometimes malicious God’s people can be within the church, God the Father is the one who has a plan for the church that is distinct from His plan for Israel.  It is amazing how some families appear to (including pastors and their families) suffer more within the church than in the secular world.  Therefore, I have to be committed to serving actively in the church with both truth and love, even if it is taxing, costly, demanding, and tough.  
 (d) I recognize my role to submit to Jesus as head of the body of Christ.  He is the leader, the Good Shepherd, and the Vine.  Therefore, to Him I am to look so that I might know how I ought to be.  While the pastor may be the under-shepherd, it is Jesus Christ that I follow.
In essence, the Trinity exemplifies coherence, interdependency, and functional cooperation with each other.  Thus, the Trinity undergirds my ecclesiology in terms of looking to Jesus Christ to see what we ought to be and looking to the Holy Spirit to make it so-in order to accomplish God the Father’s will for and within the church, both local and universal. 
Fourth, the harmony within the Godhead and the command to reflect the one and only Triune God as His ambassador informs my role with both nature and relationships.  
Regarding my relationship with nature I am to bear a Christian ethic of good stewardship in terms of the environment and bio-diversity.  This means living in harmony as a godly steward rather than being destructive towards God’s handiwork.  This also implies that I am not to introduce exotic species into my surroundings less the exotic species undermines or destroys indigenous, native life; this is a very important issue in view of bearing a Christian view of bio-diversity if I am to reflect harmony with other aspects of God’s creation.

Regarding relationships, just as the members of the Godhead have an interpersonal relationship with each other of perfect symmetry, I am to try to have the same with all people regardless of gender, race, religion, or sexuality.  To be sure, I am to accurately know, apply, and defend truth and magnify Christ-love to everyone, but I am to do my best, in His strength, to live in peace with all people.
And fifth, the Trinity impacts my missional and apologetic mindset.  Though the Trinity is not explicitly stated in a single passage of Scripture, it is biblical truth.  So, in the midst of all the truth claims being made in our world by both deceptive and well-meaning people, I recognize that I must be competently equipped to give reasons why the one God subsists in a Triunity of coequal, coeternal, and coextensive persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (e.g., Matthew 28:19; Philippians 2:5-11).  I found this especially true among my apologetic ministry with young people, my discussions with philosophers at Texas A & M both inside and outside the classroom, and in my evangelistic ministry, esp. in Islamic areas of the world.  I’ve tried to maintain my exegetical knowledge of all the central passages for the Trinity and offer the very best illustrations possible without compromise unto modalism or tritheism (e.g., the Triangle).  Let me illustrate:  when I was in Ghana, after showing the Jesus film in a predominantly Muslim village, I was asked by a Muslim to demonstrate from the Bible where the Trinity was taught.  After showing him several passages, he placed his faith in Jesus Christ believing that Jesus is God, who died on the cross for his sins and who rose bodily from the dead.  I have found that some people are only one answer away from eternal life (John 1; 1 John 5:20). 
In closing, how does an understanding of the Trinity impact your ministry and message in a lost and dying world?
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Focus your eyes of faith on Jesus, for in seeing Him you see God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (John 14:9-10).
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