A SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT FOR SPIRITUAL VITALITY

ARE PARENTS TO BLAME FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOR?

How much credit or blame parents should receive for their children’s behavior?  There is no question that parents can powerfully influence their children.  Yet should parents take complete credit for their children’s behavior or assume full responsibility for their failures?

James Dobson illustrates that certain children seem to be born with strong temperaments.  As he puts it, they enter the delivery room “smoking a cigar and yelling about the temperature.”  They are strong willed, demanding youngsters whose defiance is a continual trial to parents.  Other children are more compliant and easy to get along with.  Perhaps, as Dr. Dobson states, the majority are somewhere in between, although he believes there are more in the defiant category than in the other categories.

While we can learn a great deal about parenting from available literature, and we should give our children every possible advantage in life, we must also realize, that the outcome is not completely in our hands.  There are normal adults who come out of very poor childhood environments, while some children from great homes with good parents do not turn out well.

How can this be?  The Bible states that each of us has choices to make in our lives.  God, in His wisdom, has permitted us a degree of freedom.  We are not completely determined by our parents, but are a combination of inherited personality dispositions (genetics), parental influences, and personal choices.  

Proverbs 22:6 is not a universal promise, but a proverb, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”   Proverbs in the Bible are not absolute statements that never have any exceptions, but descriptions of trends in human behavior.  Consider Proverbs 10:27:  “The fear of the LORD adds length of life, but the years of the wicked are cut short.”  While this is a general tendency, there are definite exceptions to the rule; some godly people die young and some wicked people live to old age.  Likewise, Proverbs 22:6, correctly interpreted, indicates that properly reared children are more likely to not depart from the faith, but this certainly does not take away their freedom of choice.  

We as Christians should do out best to rear our children according to the truth of God’s Word, but there comes a time when we they are responsible to make their own decisions.  Our responsibility is to do our best, by God’s enablement & conformity to the Scripture, but the final outcome is not entirely under our control.  Nevertheless, we do have the universal promise that God is always here and He is not silent.

Psalm 46:1  

“God is our refuge and strength, and ever-present help in trouble.”

Psalm 145:18:

“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.”

Acts 17:24:

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands….27 God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  28 For in him we live and move and have our being.   As some of your poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’”

Hebrews 4:16:

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.”

One of the best comments I received regarding this whole subject of parenting is that while we teach our children what is right from wrong, we should equally teach them the attributes of God (e.g., God’s perfections of love, grace, justice, mercy, omniscience, omnipotence; omnipresence; holiness; truth; patience, immutability; righteousness; sovereignty; self-existence, etc.).  If children make poor choices in life (stray), remembering God’s attributes may convict, comfort, and restore them, which rules & regulations are unable to do.
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