SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT FOR SPIRITUAL VITALITY!
Do you ever wonder if you missed out in God’s will for your life?

Does the Lord have a specific calling on your life?  Have you ever wondered if you have missed out in that calling and the reason why you are where you are is because you didn’t take that “leap of faith” in that particular point of decision-making in your life?  

Though I agree that God does have a general plan for each of us, often attached to this belief is the false idea that if we make a mistake and do not “find” that particular plan, our lives will be in total shambles, never experiencing God’s very best.
My reason for saying this is that your identity is not rooted in your vocation, gender, race, or even denomination.  Rather, if you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, believing that He is God, who died on the cross for your sins and rose again (John 3:16), then your identity is in Jesus Christ (Galatians 2:20).  As Dr. Chafer states, “You are in Christ in terms of position, possessions, safe-keeping, and association; and Christ is in you giving life, character, and dynamic for conduct.”  “To be in Christ is to be in the sphere of His own infinite Person, power, and glory.”  He surrounds, He protects, He separates from all else, and He indwells the one in Him.  He also supplies in Himself all that a soul will ever need in time or eternity.

Additionally, Scripture is replete with the fact that our God is our Heavenly Father.  For example, 1 John 3:1 states:  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”  Like a Father to a son or daughter, He continually loves us in spite of our failures, desires us to continually experience His best, and gives wise guidance, counsel, and power to live above what we ever thought possible.  He believes in us even when we don’t believe in ourselves.

Therefore, if I can really come to terms with the two certain facts regarding who I am in Christ and that God really is my Father, then surely if I make an honest mistake, for example, in the choice of profession, I may be sure that He will gently show me, and I may pick up my life and go under His loving hand.  Certainly, my life will be different than it otherwise would have been, but that doesn’t mean that it is all over.  Furthermore, the life that Christ lives in me is not even promoted by finding this particular “chosen” path.  Rather, God’s will for my life is clearly advanced by my obedience to the identity I have in Christ and He in me, rooted in the Scriptures.  This gives each of us courage to move forward without fear, trusting our loving Heavenly Father to lead.  But if I make a mistake, there will be another way in which the Lord will bless me, in which He will let me serve Him and give me His fullness; I am His child and He is my Father.  The bottom line is that I should forget the past and press forward with the mindset & resolve to make decisions (every day decisions) that will give Him the most glory; I am called, commanded, & commissioned to be obedient to God for that reflects His beauty in my daily life; is there anything more purposeful then that?  To be honest, this is every believer’s calling.
In conclusion, I like what Francis A. Schaeffer says about this subject:

“…we must seek the Lord’s way for our lives day by day-living carefully within the bounds of Scripture and in constant fellowship with Him so that He would show us our path.  Yet I have can have quietness in knowing that I may press on without being terrified that I might miss His plan. This is not theoretical.  We have had many people come here to L’Abri who have been taught that the Lord leads in a mechanical way, and who fear that if they miss the Lord’s way God would devour them.  They come here broken from this non-Biblical teaching.  And as they realize that God is not a monster-and even if they made an honest mistake God would still love them and care for them-they find freedom and go with joy, looking for the Lord’s leading day by day in their lives....I personally could not live for twenty-four hours without looking to the leading of the Lord, and this is how I live my life, not in theory, but in practice.  But I also know the freedom I have of knowing there is no mechanical formula given in the Scripture, but that it must be a day-by-day closeness to God…And I have the freedom of knowing that if I honestly miss the way somewhere, God will still deal with my gently.”                                                 No. 7






