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“But because of his great love for us, God, whaish in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-fty grace you have been saved.”
Ephesians 2:4-5

Retired Dallas Seminary President Donald K. Camftdrs an excellent commentary on the
above verse. He writes:

In Ephesians 2:4-5 Paul pointed out the relatignshihree important doctrinal words,
love, mercy andgrace... Mercymay be defined as God’s compassion which moved Him
to send a Savior for the lost world. But if salgatcould have been provided simply on
the basis of God’s mercy alone, the sacrificiatkded Christ would have been totally
unnecessary. Divinleve on the other hand, was the motivating force ethihGod did

in providing salvation. Yet God’s infinite love @lol not realize its desires to save

sinners unless there was a total satisfactionifor his was provided in the atoning

death of Christ, and only then could God’s gracé&réely bestowed on the losGrace

can be defined therefore as God’'s unmerited favdine giving of His Son, through

whom salvation is offered to dil.

For those of us have received the freé-gift' of salvation, believing that Jesus is God, He
died on the cross for our sins in substitutiondonament, and bodily rose again, we have come
to the iberating’ truth that redemption precedes morality.

Nevertheless, have we come to the fact that redemphould govern our morality as well?
Stated differently, since God’s grace conquereti bm penalty and the power of sin (Romans
5:12-21; 6:1-23) are we allowing His grace to goveur lives by allowing Him to equip,
strengthen, and control our lives in totality ofistically in our conduct, daily walk, or moment-
by-moment living (2 Corinthians 8:6-7; Colossiang;£ Thessalonians 2:16; 2 Timothy 2:1)?
How is God'’s undeserving, sovereign, marvelous,raatthless grace informing and guiding my
thoughts, activities, experience, and sphere tdiémice as a believer in Jesus Christ?

Well, after hearing a very gifted young seminanydsint at Dallas Theological Seminary give a
devotional on living out God’s grace at the Colleg@iblical Studies, | thought | would assess
myself in this area of my life. In other words)e | am the recipient of God’s unmerited favor, |
am now called and commanded to imitate Jesus Chitit is the embodiment of grace and truth
(John 1:18); Am | living out what God has given m8@rely, if | am a recipient of God’s grace,
my disposition or character needs to be one thabelies this new sphere or new rule of life.

The following list serves as indicators @oad sign$ that helped me to critically and reflectively
determine whether, to what extent, and how congist® living out what God has given me.
They may loosely be categorized under three sploditbought: consent, comparison, and
control (but in no certain ordet). Consider the following questions:

! The Theological Wordbodsy Don Campbell, Wendell Johnston, John Walvoord, ahd 9Vitmer
(Nashville: Word Publishing, 2000), 147-8.
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If I am a recipient of God’s unmerited favor, thewhy do | still the seek the approval
others?

If | am a recipient of God's unmerited favor, whiydo continue to compare myself with
others?

If I am a recipient of God’s unmerited favor, thewhy | do continue to control others
or allow others to wrongly control me?

While some of these indicators are more pertintegnt others, | do hope at least some of them
will be helpful to you.
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I’'m allowing God’s grace to inform/guide my Chrisan life when...

... | don't actively seek the approval of others ppersonal value, worth, or
significance.

.. I don’t compare myself to others-no matter hoftegi, intelligent, beautiful, or
successful they are.

.. I don’t control or manipulate others -whetheisibut of habit or for self-serving
purposes.

.. I don't “spin’ the facts in order to get what | want.

.. | don’t wrongly submit to the control of otheredause of issues that involve
personal significance, worth, or value.

.. | don’t day dream of a better life.
.. | don'tdelightin the attention others give me.
.. | don't bear bitterness towards those who havérne.

.. I don’t compare or conform myself to current audll trends as reflected in
various forms of advertisement, media, film, etc.

.. | don't bear jealousy or resentment in my disposi

.. | don't bear a competitive disposition for setbpmotion.

.. I don’t seek to be “critical” just in order todk good.

.. I don’t “burn bridge$ but treat people as having more worth than myself

.. | don't have to havethe last word in a conversation orré-word’ a conversation
that makes me appear to be superior or more dtstioe.

.. | don't pro-actively seek to do only that which“self-promoting or “self-
serving”
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.. | don't seek to please others but Christ alone.

.. I don’t think negatively about myself or becontg/per-critical about who | am

in Christ.

.. | am not suffering thewoe-is-me syndromer victimized mindset.

.. I don’t put ‘others dowhesp. in an effort to secure or maintain my owsipon

significance, or worth.

.. I don’t complain about my own discomforts, painJosses, whether major or

minor...but actively trust in the sovereignty anadoess of God.

.. | don't privately (in my heart) or publicly shamhers into doing what | want or

demand.

.. I don't lay a guilt-trip on others in order togonote my interests, goals, or

purposes.

.. | don't raise my voice to gain attention or somatestablish authority among a

group.

.. I don'’t actively seek to turn every conversatitmack to méfor selfish reasons or

pursue only that which | want to talk about.

.. I don’t pass on rumors or secrets that may (falsefactually) incriminate others.
.. | don't seek vindication, vengeance, or retriboti

.. I don’t secretly delight in the misfortune of eth.

.. | don't seek to maintain my salvation by doirgpbd deed$

.. I no longer say,I'told you so...”

.. ' no longer think God must be out to get inghen bad things happen.

.. | am not fearful’ that | will lose my salvation when | disobey Godam not

critically fearful that | am really fooling mysetat | am not a member offite
elect”

.. | take pleasure in the study of God’'s goodnesauty, and worth.
.. | pray to God about all my situations.

.. | am the first to seek to be uncomfortable inaprhat others may be comforted,

experience better and greater blessings, etc.

.. | consistently and reverently uphold others iteinessory prayer.
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.. | seek to seek be to be approved unto God as@\gorkman, soldier, and

servant.

.. | grace becomes a part of my character or difipasinot merely a duty or an

obligation.

.. “lwant this..” is never or rarely expressed in my daily thoughtsonversations.
.. | drop my personal agenda to ministers to othretBeir times of need.

.. | give up what is dear to me for the benefit thfevs.

.. I love the unlovely, the unfortunate, the hurtittte bitter, and the miserable.

.. I love those who arehigh maintenanceor those who fhentally drain me with

their self-absorbing needs, complaints, and stvadiaticisms.

.. | encourage and energize others to go beyond po&kntial.
.. | can trust God no matter how difficult the cingstance.

.. | am able to no longer allow the harsh words, glaints, or critical words to

circumvent or dictate my spiritual life.

.. | am able to minister to the needs of others efv#rwosts me resources, time,

energy, or fortune, or blessings.

.. | pro-activelymakeopportunities to have and foster sincere and gfadigwship

with others.

.. | am able to proceed with confidence even if ggge is against me.
.. | pro-actively cultivate humility and compassion.
.. | can honestly let go of past hurts, misundewditags, and blame.

.. | am able to minister to others with little ddfilty maintaining a positive attitude

of servanthood (not merely a helper).

.. lassume no ill-intent even if | know | have bgrmposefully wronged.

.. | come to the honest appraisal that | no loroyen myself; my life now belongs

to Jesus Christ, His ministry, and His ways.

.. | am liberated to be me...this is the way God desigand gifted med
.. | pro-actively pursue holy living in order to ket His beauty.

.. | share the Gospel of Jesus with others.



57. ... |l am grieved for those who have not experienced’'§&grace in the person and
work of Jesus Christ.

58. ... | am able to resist (present tense) the tempisitd the flesh, world, and devil.

59. ... | truly recognize (present tense) my own sinfallfy, limitations, and
propensities.

60. ... I marvel (present tense) at the beauty of Calaag the riches of His divine
grace.

Are you interested in the further studies of God'gyrace?

See Lewis S. ChaferGrace: God’s Marvelous Theme
See John Piper'&uture Grace: The Purifying Power of Living by fai
See Charles C. Ryrie’$he Grace of Gad
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LAST THOUGHT:

“We then that are strong ought to bear the infiresitof the weak, and not to please ourselves.
Let every one of us please his neighbor for higilgoaedification. For even Christ pleased not
himself’ (Rom. 15:1-3a).
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