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The Bible, when appropriately interpreted, ansvtleesmost important questions of life:
1 Origin: Where did we come from?
2 Identity: Who are we?
3 Meaning: Why are we here?
Step 4 Morality: How should we live?
1_ 5 Evil: What has gone wrong with the world?
. 6 Purpose: What are we made for?
7. Destiny: Where are we going?
These questions reflect the existential strugglesipsouls-which resonate in the heart of

every person regardless of time, space, gendsnaiw-economic status. But the answersjto
these questions also generate powerful consequeBoest behooves us to carefully exarr
whether the answers given by some source or atttave indeed true & trustworthy.

The Bible not only answers all these questionsthey correspond to how things actually
are in this world. But the answers not only cqomesl to how things actually are (e.qg., evilfis
real; | willfully make sinful choices), but theysal generate the greatest amount of good i

Step carefully & consistently followed-both personallys®cially (e.g., every person is
intrinsically valuable). But the answers not oggnerate the greatest amount of good if
2: carefully & consistently followed, but they are penally satisfying & socially enriching.

For example, when | commit myself to loving othdéatlowing Christ’'s example, | am
committing my will to the true good of others. $tmot only benefits the other person, but
enhances the welfare my community.

Lastly, I'm able to harmonize the biblical answarshese questions into a coherent,
consistent worldview that makes the most sense.tt&se answers not only corresponds
how things actually are, they compliment faith.itlrés the reliance upon that which you
have reason to believe is true and trustworthyusT Faith is not willful ignorance or
Step contrary to reason. Rather, faith complimentsarablot only does the Bible reasonably

3. sufficiently answer these questions in such a Wway is coherent, consistent, correspondi

’ to reality, & factually reasonable, but they elili@ “absurdity” while maintaining mystery.

While we are in the dark about certain issues, lprob, & historical events (e.g., the mystdry
of evil), we are not in the dark about the chanaoté€sod (e.g., being all-good, all-powerful
all-knowing, and absolutely holy) because of tretdrical reality, life, miracles, & teaching
of Jesus Christ. God suffered with us. Becausbeoperson & work of Jesus Christ, I'm
able to truly hope (justice will be ultimately restd) This hope is not only reasonable, b
practical, especially when | or people | love entteu the worst of pain.

Since we are such fragile, vaporous creatures,tbdey & gone tomorrow, | invite you, while you leasir to breathe, to
seriously consider the claims of Scripture & tHe,livords, & works of Jesus Christ. | believe wuill find, as | have, if
you are intellectually honest & open, that the aarswhe God of the Bible provides makes the mosesgiven the design
& order of this world, the inherent desire withor tommunion with God, the raw, corrupting eviltbis world, & the
phenomenal consequences Scriptures generate wiednllya& consistently followed. ~ 13 May 2010



