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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

o Weekend Masses: Sat. 4 p.m. & Sun. 8 & 10 a.m.

« Daily Mass: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.

o Daily Communion Service: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.

» Holy Day Masses: 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.

o Latin Masses: Second and fourth Tuesdays of the
month, 9 a.m.

o Confessions: Mon.-Sat. 9:30 a.m., Sat. 3-3:30 p.m., or
call for an appointment.

« Baptismal Preparation: Noon, every second Sunday
of the month in the Parish Center. Must be a registered
parishioner in a parish.

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, Feb. 20
8 a.m. Communion Service
9 a.m. Margo Kuppert — Off. Judi Stemmer

Tuesday, Feb. 21 (St. Peter Damian)

8 a.m. Communion Service

9a.m. Special Intentions of Carmina D’Aquila — By
Eileen, Peg, Teresa & Matt Dempsey

Wednesday, Feb. 22 (Ash Wednesday)

8 a.m. Communion Service

9 a.m. Dick Baylis — Off. Marge & Family

12:10 p.m. Fr. Lou Guntzelman — Off. Glenna Phillips
5:30 p.m. David Lee Jones — Off. Chuck & Donna Witte

Thursday, Feb. 23 (St. Polycarp)

8 a.m. Communion Service

9am. Marian Young — Off. Srs. Marguerite & Frances
Mary Schoenung

Friday, Feb. 24

8 a.m. Communion Service

9 a.m. Joan Riordan — Off. the Children

7 p-m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday, Feb. 25

8 a.m. Communion Service

9 a.m. Erma DeBlasio — Off. Linda & Carl DeBlasio

4 p.m. Joe Quallen — Off. Catharine Moore

Sunday, Feb. 26 (First Sunday of Lent)

8 a.m. For the People

10am.  Kay Schmidl — Off. Don & Nancy Hogan
(NOTE: There will not be a Children’s Liturgy of the
Word at the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass)

CLERGY & SERVERS
MONDAY: (Fr. Jamie) Tyler Hopkins & J. Clare
TUESDAY: (Fr. James) Seth & Sam Donovan
WEDNESDAY: (Fr. Jamie) D. Hendricks & J. Clare
THURSDAY: (Fr. Jamie) Mikayla Jaeger, Ashley Muse &
Elizabeth Brereton

FRIDAY: (Fr. Jamie) W. Merusi & Brian Hirsch
SATURDAY:

*9a.m.: (Fr.Jamie) Joshua Hume & D.J. Luck

*4 p.m.: (Fr. Jamie) Tyler Hopkins & Jaden Miller
SUNDAY:

*8a.m.: (Fr. Anthony) John Peddicord & Tanner Sunday

*10a.m.: (Fr. Jamie) Jesse Wilson, Daniel Hillebrand &

Bob Dochterman
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THIS WEEK’'S MESSAGES

PASTOR’S CORNER

Repent and Believe in the Gospel

On Wednesday, we begin the time of
Lent as we are signed with ashes in the
form of a cross. This marks a time in our
Church when we as faithful recognize
that we are indeed sinners and yet have
a desire to change our lives and live not
for our own selfish purposes but for God and for others. It is a
time when we refocus and come to the recognition that we are
not human unless Christ is in our life.

As early as the 7th Century, an Ash Wednesday ritual was
held during which sinners guilty of capital sins, such as heresy,
murder, and adultery, confessed their sins privately. Then
they were presented to the bishop and publically enrolled in
the ranks of penitents in preparation for absolution on Holy
Thursday. They were expelled by the congregation in imita-
tion of the expulsion of Adam and Eve from paradise, with a
reminder that death is punishment for sin. They lived apart
from their families and from the rest of the parish for 40 days
of Lent (thus our word “quarantine”). Obviously, tradition has
changed. The emphasis is now placed on personal rather than
public sin. It is a time when each and every one of us works
to quarantine ourselves from those sins that separate us from
God and others.

The spiritual exercises of prayer, fasting, and almsgiv-
ing that we observe during Lent are a means to bring focus
and balance to our lives. As human beings, we need prayer.
We need that intimate communication with God that comes
through prayer. And so during this time of Lent, truly work to
be a person of prayer. One Lenten opportunity we have here
at St. Cecilia is our evening prayer speaker series. I hope all of
you can take advantage of this great opportunity to take time
out for God.

During this time of Lent, we abstain from things that harm
our relationship with God, especially practices that become
habitual and take over our lives. We also recognize in Lent that
everything we have must be shared. We cannot let our own
financial and material goals take over the obligation we have to
feed, clothe, and shelter all those in need, especially those who
need the Gospel.

As a parish, we will be participating in Operation Rice
Bowl. This is a way to live out the spiritual exercises of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving while benefitting those in developing
countries. It is also a tradition during Lent that the faithful
across the archdiocese will be asked to support the efforts of
the Catholic Ministries Appeal, as well as the missionary ef-
forts in Eastern Europe on Ash Wednesday and the Holy Land
Shrines on Good Friday.

Indeed, Lent is a time to turn away from focusing our lives
on our own wants and needs and to live for the Gospel. I pray
that all of us will join in the spiritual exercises of this season
and truly feel the fulfillment that comes from serving God.

Amen? Amen! f ﬁ 5
— T i

SUNDAY'S'SCRIPTURE READINGS

IN ORDINARY TIME

b-25 « Psalm 41: 2-5, 13-14
e Ma]_‘k b
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A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR FAITH

' CATECHESIS (kat’ i-ke’ sis) n

LENT

When we are marked with ashes this Wednesday, we will
hear the words, “Repent, and believe in the Gospel” This ex-
hortation strikes at the heart of the meaning of Lent. The word
“Lent” (or “Lenten”) is derived from the Old English “lencten,’
which means “spring,” a time associated with new life and re-
newal. Just as in nature, where the transformation from winter
to spring is not instantaneous, so our conversion and growth
in the life of Christ requires work and time.

While not numerically accurate, the reference to Lent as the
Forty Days underscores its spiritual character.

The number 40 calls to mind our biblical ancestors who
spent 40 days or 40 years wandering, searching, waiting and
listening for God.

For those preparing to be baptized, the rites of the Scruti-
nies mark this liturgical time as set apart for personal reflec-
tion and spiritual preparation for receiving the light and life of
Christ at the Easter Vigil. For all of us, Lent is an opportunity
to cleanse ourselves of those things that impede our living
more fully our Christian vocation. By listening carefully to
the scriptures of the liturgical time and participating in our
traditional communal Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving, we prepare ourselves for the journey into Jove, that
is, into the heart of the Christian mystery.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Beginning this Friday, and continuing
on every Friday during Lent, we will pray
the Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. in
the church. During this special devotion,
through meditation and prayer, we will
walk with our Savior on His way of suffer-
ing from the time he was condemned to
death until he died and was buried.

Making this devotion part of your Lenten commitment
to prayer will help you grow closer to Christ. Surely there’s
not a better way to spend Friday evenings during Lent than
to pray the Stations of the Cross together after diningona
delicious fish dinner in the cafeteria.

OPERATION RICE BOWL
N Ry, This Lent, our parish will be joining mil-
4" lions of Catholics across the country by
% participating in Catholic Relief Services’
Operation Rice Bowl.
Your family is invited to pick up a Rice
% ~r ‘:ﬁ‘&é‘ Bowl packet after Mass and join in this sim-
i . .
ple yet powerful Lenten practice. We are all in-
vited to pray with our families and fellow parishioners, fast in
solidarity with those who are hungry, learn about our brothers
and sisters around the world, and give sacrificial contributions
to help those in need. Visit orb.crs.org for additional resources
to use at home.

ABSTINENCE — ., from the Latin “abstinere,” meaning “to
refrain from, to keep away” — The moral virtue that inclines
a person to the moderate use of food or drink as dictated by
right reason or by faith for his own moral and spiritual welfare.

As commonly understood, abstinence refers to refraining
from certain kinds of food or drink and may be undertaken
by a person spontaneously or it may be prescribed by eccle-
siastical law, whether for the universal Church or for certain
territories.

Institutes of Christian perfection may also have special
provisions for abstinence according to their rule of life.
In the United States, Ash Wednesday and Fridays of Lent
are days of abstinence from meat, since, “It is up to the bish-
ops, gathered in their episcopal conferences, to establish the
norms... which they consider the most opportune and effica-
cious.”

Special note: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are also days of fasting as well.

PALMS STILL BEING COLLECTED
The Palm Burning Service
will be held this Tuesday, Feb. 21
at 6:30 p.m. The service includes
the burning of last year’s blessed
palms. Please bring your palms
from previous Palm Sundays to be
burned for this year’s ashes.
Drop them off before Tuesday;, r
or bring them to the prayer service Tuesday evening. Con-
tainers will be at the doors of the church. Read more on

page 6.

IT'S YOUR STORY...

F ,-r-rID l—
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F|Imed on location around the world,
this groundbreaking 10-part series
is a fascinating exploration of the

truths and treasures of our Catholic

& faith. The DVD series continues at 7 p.m.

1 Sundays in the school cafeteria and 9:45

a.m. Mondays in the Parish Center.
Come and join us!

Upcoming topics:
Feb. 19-20: “The Indispensable Men: Peter, Paul and
the Missionary Adventure”

Feb. 26-27: “A Body Both Suffering and Glorious:
The Mystical Union of Christ and the Church”
March 4-5: “Word Made Flesh, True Bread of Heaven:
The Mystery of the Church’s Sacrament and Worship”

Preview the series at www.catholicismseries.com
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. PARISH NEWS AND NOTES

"™S. PASTOR’S RAMBLINGS
Caught on Vacation: Last week Greg & Colleen Dono-
van and family took some time for some much needed
rest and relaxation. Pictured here (photo, right) are
all but one of the Donovans, who were caught with
bulletin in hand on an eight-mile hike to Ramsey
Cascades in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
T Hole Dug for Donated Statue: You might have
noticed a hole dug on the St. Joseph side entrance of
the church (photo, below). A beautiful statue of the
Pieta will be placed in that spot The 100-year- old
statue and its relo-
cation from another
church were made possible by
private donations. The immedi-
ate need to remove the statue
from the old church’s premises
has caused us to act quickly. I
am excited about the statue’s
new home here at St. Cecilia.
I believe you will be pleased e : 5
and inspired by its presence. + Archblshop Elko Award
Last Thursday, I was honored as the recipient of the Arch-
bishop Elko Award from the Greater Cincinnati Chapter of
the Knights of Columbus, an
award that was inspired by the
courage of the archbishop it
was named after. This award is
given to a priest who has done
notable work in his parish. I
was surprised and humbled
by the nomination and the
award. I only hope I can live
up to its honor. T Restin
Peace: The Mass of Christian
burial for
Rosemary Eiser was celebrated at St. Cecilia
on Saturday, Feb. 11. Rosemary, originally a
west-sider, and a died-in-the-wool Elder fan,
moved to the east side upon her marriage to
husband Don 56 years ago. Rosemary, 80,
and Don raised seven children on Drake-
wood Avenue. Rosemary was a longtime
and faithful member of St. Cecilia. She was
involved in all aspects of the parish, especially the St. Vincent
de Paul Society. Rosemary will be greatly missed.

Sr. Mary Evelyn and Fr. Jamie cel-
ebrating his Elko Award honor.

Rosemary Eiser

CONGRATULATIONS, ST. CECILIA AWARD WINNERS!

In celebration of Catholic Schools Week, Fr. Jamie pre-
sented the 2012 Wall of Fame & Cecilian Awards to three
parishioners during the Children’s Mass on Feb. 2. The
awards recognize parishioners’ selfless dedication to our
community.

Ken & Suzanne Jackson both received the 2012 Cecilian
Award for their dedication to school and parish activi-
ties. The Jacksons have organized the Boosters Fish Fry for
many years and are in their final year as festival co-chairs.
Throughout their years at St. Cecilia, they have both been
members of many committees, with Ken currently serving
with our boosters group.

The recipient of the 2012 Wall of Fame is Bruce Greer, a
1982 graduate of St. Cecilia School. Bruce has been an active
member of the boosters for many years as both basketball
coordinator and coach for several St. Cecilia baseball and
basketball teams. In ad-
dition, he is an usher at
Mass and supports the
golf outing each year.
Look for his photo soon
on the Wall of Fame out-
side the school gym.

The Education Com-
mission is proud to
recognize such amazing
volunteers. St. Cecilia
would not be what it is
without the dedication
and faith of people like
Bruce and the Jacksons!

IT'S TIME FOR ICE CREAM!
It’s time for our annual pre-Lent Mardi
-~ Gras Ice Cream Social!

\%‘; For a festive evening of fun and fellow-

ship, please join our parish community at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 21 in the school caf-
eteria after the Palm Burning Service. Don
your favorite Mardi Gras hat and glasses,

create your own delicious ice cream sundae,
and take a chance in the raftle to win a King
cake.

You will enjoy the company of great
people and good conversation while satisfy-
ing your sweet tooth!

Come join us! We're looking forward to
seeing you!

5
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PARISH NEWS AND NOTES

PALM BURNING
SERVICE THIS TUESDAY

We are now just days away
from the beginning of Lent. To
close out Ordinary Time, we
will have a half-hour prayer ser-
vice this Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 6:30
p.m.—just before the annual
Mardi Gras Ice Cream Social.

This prayer service will in-
clude the solemn closing of the
back altar doors, the addition of
violet décor to the sanctuary, the
singing of the last “Alleluia,” and
then the burying of the words
of the “Alleluia” acclamation in the rocks. The prayers will
conclude with the burning of last year’s palms. The ashes of the
palms will be used for the Ash Wednesday Masses.

‘40 DAYS FOR LIFE’ OBSERVANCE
We are offering a great opportunity for St. Cecilia parishio-
ners to become involved with the 40 Days for Life Campaign
g— by volunteering to pray outside of
; the Planned Parenthood abortion
facility on Auburn Avenue during
| the 40 days of Lent.
" Please sign up after Mass at any
e ( | church door to show your sup-
port for life. We have scheduled St.
Cecilia for the alternating Fridays and Saturdays during Lent,
beginning this Friday. Volunteers will alternate between Friday
and Saturday every week for the 3-7 p.m. time slot. We're hop-
ing to see good family participation on the weekend dates.

40 Days for Life is a prayerful, peaceful and unified effort
across the country. Hundreds of lives have been saved and
many abortion facilities closed. Most of the people who com-
mit to covering one hour of prayer at the abortion facility have
never done anything like this before but report that it is a very
spiritual experience for them.

To learn more, call Kathy Dwyer at (513) 871-7167 or go to
www.40daysforlife.com.

FerruaRY 12
APRILI

DATE CHANGE: MADRID LECTURE

We are excited to announce that Patrick Madrid will be
kicking off our Lenten speaker series on Monday, Feb. 27 at 7
p.m. This is earlier than announced in last weekend’s bulletin.

Madrid hosts the Thursday edition of the EWTN “Open
Line” radio broadcast. He is a fantastic and inspiring speaker
who has a great knowledge of and love for the faith. We are
excited to have him and the many other excellent speakers
secured for our Lenten series.

CAVALIERS TO ENSHRINE NEW HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
Join Purcell Marian this Thursday night to help enshrine the

newest members of its Athletics Hall of Fame. The festivities

begin at 5:30 p.m. at the school. New members of the Cava-
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FRIDAYS

February 24 = March 2,9, 16, 23 &30
in the school cafeteria

MENU

Fried Tilapia on Bun Dinner — 56.50
Baked Cod Dinner — S8
&6-Piece Shrimp Dinner — $8.50

*Dinners include choice of coleslaw OR applesauce
AND choice of one of the following:
Fries » Baked Potato = Mac & Cheese
Green Beans + Green Salad

ALA cARTE

Fried Tilapia Sandwich — $5.50 Macaroni & Cheese — $1.00
1-Piece Baked Cod — $7.00 Green Salad — $1.00
6-Pieces Shrimp — $7.50 Onion Rings — $2.00
Cheese Pizza (1 slice) — 52.00  Fried Mushrooms — $2.00
Cheese Fries — $2.00 Cole Slaw — $0.50
Fries — $1.50 Applesauce — $0.50
Baked Potato — $1.50 Mozzarella Cheesesticks —
Green Beans — $1.00 $2.00

DESSERT & CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

liers’ honorees include Joe Reinert (’37),
Lisa Barnett Kiley (’86), Leah Peelman
Mysock ('02) and coach Mike Gergen. Also
being honored are Larry Baumann (’60),
Dr. Tom Forte (°69) and Bruce Barlag ('71).

Tickets are $35 and include dinner. For tickets and informa-
tion, contact Athletic Director Tom Stickley at (513) 487-3122
or tomstickley@purcellmarian.org.

MORE ACADEMIC HONORS FOR ST. CECILIA GRADS
Congratulations to our latest St. Cecilia graduates to be
recognized for outstanding academics for the second quarter
of the school year. Robert & William Mitchell, both freshmen
at Moeller, earned first honors, while Claire Soupene, a senior,
earned first honors at Ursuline Academy. Great job, all!
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TOTAL STEWARDSHIP

Opportunities Not to Cheat Yourself!
Pray, Minister and Give From What You Have

Stewardship of Ministry:
HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH BEAUTIFUL!

We are asking for everyone’s assistance in keeping the pews
in order once Mass has ended. Please take just a moment to
place the Mass cards, missalettes and the small red books back

into racks and place the “Gather” books at the end of the pews.

Also, if you see an extra bulletin lying in the pew, please re-
turn it to the doors on your way out. With everyone’s help, the
church will look more inviting. If you would like to volunteer
to help after one of the Masses for straightening up in church,
we could use your assistance! Contact Terry Hale at (513) 731-
8738 or at thale-cincy@fuse.net.

HOSPICE OF CINCINNATI NEEDS HELP

Hospice of Cincinnati’s Western Hills location is seeking
volunteers to provide care and companionship for its patients,
as well as in homecare settings and other long-term care cen-
ters. A special training session is scheduled for Saturday, Feb.
25 at the Blue Ash Inpatient Unit, 4310 Cooper Road. If you
can help, contact Judy Russell at (513) 246-6168.

VOLUNTEER AT ST. MARGARET HALL
St Margaret Hall is in dire need of volunteers. The center
is looking for extraordinary ministers of the eucharist every
day of the week around 9:30 am. St. Margaret Hall also needs
volunteers to spend time in an individualized setting with
residents. To help, contact Sister Catherine Leighton at (513)
751-5880.

MMM, MMM SOUP!

For the month of February, the Oak-
ley Food Pantry requests donations of
cans of soup. Leave donations inside any

Stewardship of Finance:
BIG NEWS IN OUR
SHOPPER CARD PROGRAM

In addition to being able to pur-
chase shopper cards after Mass each
week, we will now be selling cards
for immediate sale in the cafeteria on
donut Sundays.

Please join us for fellowship at
these gatherings and partake in this
opportunity of stewardship. Also,
in the very near future, you will
be able to purchase gift cards with
your credit card.

Our selection includes cards for the following stores:

RESTAURANTS RETAIL
Bob Evans ($10) Ace Hardware ($25)
Bonefish Grill ($25) Babies R Us ($20)
Carrabba'’s Italian Grill ($25) Banana Republic ($25)
Chipotle Mexican Grill ($10) Bath & Body Works ($25)
Cracker Barrel ($25) Bed, Bath & Beyond ($25)

Honey Baked Ham ($10)
Longhorn Steakhouse ($25)
Olive Garden ($25)
Outback Steakhouse ($25)
Panera ($10)

PF Chang’s($25)

Red Lobster ($25)
Starbucks ($10)

TGl Fridays ($25)
Wendy's ($10)

GROCERY

Remke/Biggs, Kroger (re-loadable)

Meijer ($25)
Whole Foods ($25)

GASOLINE
BP ($50)
Shell ($25)
Speedway ($25)

Best Buy ($25)

Dick’s Sporting Goods ($25)

Home Depot ($25)
Home Goods ($25)
JC Penney ($25)
Koh''s ($25)

LL Bean ($25)
Land’s End ($25)
Lowe’s ($25)
Macy's ($25)
Old Navy ($25)
Petsmart ($25)
Pottery Barn ($25)
TJ Maxx ($25)
Toys R Us ($20)
Staples ($25)
Wal-Mart ($25)
Walgreens ($25)
Zappos ($25)

Stop by the table in the vestibule after Masses or send an
email to Tricia Beiersdorfer at giftcards@stceciliacincinnati.org
for more details about convenient new options in the pro-
gram.

Welcome to the parish!

Whether you are a first-time visitor or returning, we are glad you are here. If you are interested
in knowing more about 5t. Cecilia Church, School and Parish, please provide the information

requested below or contact us via:
facebook.com/stceciliacincinnati

O 1 am interested in joining the parish only. O [ am interested in enrolling my child in the school.

of our church entrances. The pantry is
open 10 a.m.-11 a.m. every Tuesday at
the United Church of Christ.

stceciliacinti.org  stceciliacincinnati.org
(school) (parish)

Mame

Address

City/State/Zip Code

Phone

eMail

You can put this form in the offertory basket or drop off at the Rectory at your convenience and we will be in touch with you!
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