NARTHEX

Passing under the inscriptions of the facade, you enter the Narthex, or vestibule. This symbolizes
the “'Old Testament," the forerunner or type of the New Testament, as well as the place where the
""Catechumens,”’ those taking instruction in the early church, were permitted to stand before the real
sacrificial offering took place. At the east end of the vestibule in the small tower is the *‘Baptistery,"’
so that persons to be baptized may enter the Baptistery without first going through the church, for it
is only by Baptism that we are admitted to the church. Entrance from the Narthex to the body of
the church is through three doors, representing the Triune church as taught by the *‘Communion of
Saints"'—The Church Militant, the Church Suffering and the Church Triumphant.

TRUTH

There is no deception practiced in the construction of St. Cecilia’'s. What is represented as stone
is stone, what is carved oak is carved oak.

SANCTUARY

As the sanctuary is the real part of the church so one's attention on entering the church proper is
first focused thereon. The Rood Cross of Christ, St. John and the Blessed Mother; the altar of Italian
marble, with its medallions of the Four Evangelists. The beautiful wood screen behind the high
altar, with its thirty-two beautiful carved wood images of Saints of the Church. Suggesting the
Glory of the Throne of God and the Communion of Saints.

STATIONS

Between the art glass windows are to be found the Stations of the **Way of the Cross."" They are
not large, but are works of art.  These little stations are to remind us that if we but perform our little
daily duties well they will form for us a glorious crown of reward in heaven.

LIGHTING FIXTURES, CORBELS, COLUMNS

The nave or body of the church is lighted by means of fourteen fixtures; the roof is supported by
fourteen corbels, resting on fourteen stone columns. These symbolize the "*Seven Corporal Works
of Mercy'" and the *'Seven Spiritual Works of Mercy.'" As the corbels and columns support the roof
and thus keep out the inclement weather, and the lights illuminate the church on dark days, so also
will the Corporal and Spiritual Works of mercy enable us to uphold our unfortunate brethren, lighten
their dark days and ward off many a storm in their sufferings.

Decorating the ends of the corbels are examples of symbols many of which are found in the
caticombs.

PIPE ORGAN

A church dedicated to the church’s patron Saint of music, must have the finest instrument thereof
that its means make possible; therefore, you will hear a beautiful large pipe organ, and echo organ,
signifying the angelic choirs in attendance at God's throne.

WINDOWS

The four panels in the trancept windows contain the figures of the four Evangelists, St. Mathew,
Mark, Luke and John, with appropriate symbols.
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