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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In verses 1-2, John states one of the reasons he is writing this letter and in so doing points the hearts of his readers towards Christ.

a. Why does John say he is writing to his “little children” (v. 1)? What is the solution for the people who do sin?

b. How does John describe Jesus in v. 2? What does “propitiation” mean? Who does John refer to when he writes “of the whole world?”
3. In verses 3-6, John writes about how one can know with certainty the he or she knows Christ. How does one have certainty that he/she knows Jesus according to vv. 3-6?

4. John continues his discussion of how to have confidence in knowing Christ by examining a person’s love for others.

a. In v. 7, what is the commandment John delivers to his audience (see vv. 9-10 for help)? What does he mean by “new” and “old?”

b. What are the tests John provides for knowing if a person abides in Christ or not (vv. 9-11)?

5. In verses 12-14, John addresses his readers with words of encouragement affirming their connection to Christ. Summarize what he says here.

6. The next section, vv. 15-17, includes John’s concern for the object of his readers’ hearts’ affections.

a. What is the command given in v. 15? What does “the world” include? What does “the world” not include? (vv. 16-17 also help answer these questions).
b. According to v. 15, why is it important to not love the world?
7. In vv. 18-24, John writes concerning the Antichrist and antichrists, and how one can know with certainty that a person can be labeled an antichrist.

a. In v. 18, who does John say is coming and who has already come? Who might these terms refer to?
b. According to v. 19, what do antichrists do? What does this prove?
c. Verses 20-21 offer some encouragement to the believers. What guards believers from false teachings? What is the “anointing from the Holy One?”
d. In vv. 22-24, what does John say is a characteristic of the false teachers (antichrists)? How does one know with certainty if this is the case (v. 23)? 
8. John reaffirms his comforting words to the believers in vv. 25-27.

a. Concerning Christians who abide with Christ, who is their teacher? Why might this be important for John’s audience?
9. Verses 28-29 include a final instruction and encouragement in this chapter. 

a. What is the command stated in v. 28? What is the purpose of this command?
b. What is one of the marks of a true believer as stated in v. 29?
10. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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