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1 John 3 – Abiding in Christ’s Love
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. First John 3:1 begins with an exclamation concerning God’s great love. 

a. What is the result of God’s great love? How does this minister to your heart?
b. What is the result of being one of God’s children? In what ways is this shown in your life?
3. In vv. 2-3, John describes the present reality and future hope we have as children of God.

a. In v. 2, what is it that Christians hope for?
b. What do people do who have this hope (v. 3)?
4. John uses two very distinct categories of people in vv. 4-10 without any blending of the two in order to help his audience have assurance in their salvation.

a. What does “lawlessness” in v. 4 refer to? How does John relate “lawlessness” to “sin?”
b. John states in v. 5 that Jesus, the sinless one, came to take away sins. Because of this, what then is the mark of the Christ centered life in v. 6? Explain this as thoroughly as possible. 
c. In vv. 7-10, John mentions two individuals in a way that presents each of them as a parent of children. Who are these two individuals? What are the characteristics of their “children?”
d. In v. 9, what does it mean that “he cannot sin?”
5. In verses 11-12, John returns to one of his major themes in this book. What is the message John writes of in v. 11? How does he explain it in v. 12?
6. Verses 13-22 continue the discussion of love, particularly how love demonstrates that one is a child of God.

a. In vv. 13-15, what does John say about those who love the brothers? What does he say about those who do not love?
b. In v. 16 we see a succinct and easily memorized statement of the extraordinary love of God. Because of God’s great love for us, what are God’s children called to in vv. 16b-18?
c. What will assure our hearts and give us confidence before God in vv. 20-22?
d. How do you think we should understand the promise given in v. 22?

7. This chapter ends with two verses that repeat themes John has addressed so far.

a. How does John summarize the essentials of following Christ in v. 23?
b. How does John say that a Christian can have assurance in his/her communion with Christ?
8. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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