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1 Peter 2 ~ The Believer’s Submission 
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. The first three verses of chapter 2 are closely related to the last section of chapter 1 where Peter gave a command and then provided a theological reasoning for the command. 

a. According to v. 1, what must a believer be doing in order to carry out the command to be given in v. 2? How important is it that the things mentioned in v. 1 are attended to?
b. What is the command given in v. 2? What do you think a believer who struggles to fulfill this command should do?
3. The longer section of 2:4-10 provides more instruction that supports the commands Peter gives, though this section does not have any commands in it. 

a. Who are we “coming” to in v. 4? What does it mean to be “coming” to Him? How is he described?
b. According to v. 5, what is God doing with his people? Why is He doing this?
c. What are the two ways in which people perceive Jesus in vv. 6-8? What is the distinguishing factor between these two groups (v. 7)? What are the end results for each of these two groups?
d. How does Peter describe the people of God in vv. 9-10? For what purpose has God redeemed his people (v. 9)?
4. Peter returns to exhortation in vv. 11-12. This is the beginning of a longer section from 2:11 through 3:12 that contains a number of exhortations concerning the believer’s submission.

a. What does Peter compare his audience to in v. 11? In what specific ways do believers today look like that description?
b. What is at stake in the war mentioned in v. 11? 
c. What command is given in v. 12? What is the hoped for result of living this way?
5. Peter addresses the believers’ submission to government authorities in 1:13-17.

a. Which authorities does Peter instruct his audience to follow in vv. 13-14? Which authorities does Peter instruct his audience not to follow?
b. For what purpose written in v. 15 does Peter instruct his readers to be submissive to authority?
c. What is Peter’s concern with the believers’ freedom in v. 16?
6. In 2:18-25, Peter makes a specific address to servants, which were hired workers within the “employer’s” home. 

a. To whom ought servants be submissive to? How does this statement affect your understanding of submission?
b. Often times we perceive that there is no use in suffering unjustly for doing right. In vv. 19-20, about which two circumstances does Peter write? What are the results associated with each one?
7. The text of vv. 21-25 is a section testifying to the greatness of Christ as it was revealed in his unjust suffering and execution. Sometimes we forget the context in which it is found and the support it provides for the commands just given. Meditate on this text and answer the following questions.

a. According to v. 21 (and v. 20), for what purpose have Peter’s readers been called? Who did the calling? How does this affect your understanding of submission?
b. Summarize the description of Christ’s suffering in vv. 22-24. 
c. Even in the midst of sufferings and various trials, how does Peter describe God in v. 25?
8. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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