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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. First Peter 4:1-6 is one paragraph focusing on the idea of living for God’s will, a very practical discussion for most believers today. Verses 1-2 start this paragraph with a Christ-centered argument.

a. What does the “therefore” in v. 1 refer to? What is the command that follows from this?
b. What is the reasoning for this command that Peter gives at the end of v. 1 and through v. 2? Explain what the text means.
3. In vv. 3-6 Peter addresses the affect of the gospel in the lives of believers. 

a. What does Peter say about the Christian’s participation in the “desire of the Gentiles” (v. 3)?
b. In v. 5, what does Peter say is the world’s response to Christ-like conduct? What is the world going to do because of their alienation from Christ (vv. 4-5)?

c. What is the purpose of the gospel’s proclamation as stated in v. 6?
4. In vv. 7-9, Peter gives a series of instructions based on the fact that “the end of all things is near.”

a. What are the two commands given in v. 7? Explain what each means.
b. What is the command given in v. 8? What reason does Peter give for this command?
c. What is the command in v. 9? What is an example of how that can be done today?
5. Peter continues his instructions based on the nearness of the end and addresses the gifts given to believers.

a. What is the command given in v. 10? Who are gifts supposed to be used for?
b. How are gifts supposed to be used according to v. 11? What is the purpose in exercising spiritual gifts in this way?
6. In vv. 12-13, Peter addresses the believer’s perception of and response to trials. 

a. What does Peter not want his readers to do concerning trials in v. 12? Is this the attitude that you have towards trials?
b. What does Peter want his readers to do concerning trials in v. 13? What does Peter give as a hope for doing so?
7. What does it mean to be reviled (v. 14)? What does Peter write about those who are reviled? Is this the attitude that you have?
8. Peter clarifies what are illegitimate and legitimate reasons for suffering in vv. 15-16.

a. In what ways does Peter want his readers to avoid suffering (v. 15)?
b. How does Peter want his readers to respond to suffering as a Christian (v. 16)? 
9. Chapter 4 ends with an argument based on judgment in support of what was just said about suffering. 

a. What kind of judgment is Peter referring to in v. 17?
b. Who are the two parties of Peter’s comparison in v. 18? What does he say about them?
c. Why does Peter call God a “faithful Creator” in v. 19?
10. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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