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2 John  ~ False Teachers and How to Avoid Them 
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In vs. 1, why does John refer to himself as ‘The elder’?
3. During the first centuries of church history, persecution caused the church to hide from authorities.  When John refers to ‘the lady’, he is referencing a particular church, rather than an individual.  Read vs. 1-3 and answer the following questions:

a. According to vs. 1, who loves the recipient church?  What drives that love?

b. What do you think ‘the truth’ is in vs. 2?

c. Why does John refer to Jesus as Christ and also as Son of the Father?  In what way are the promised blessings at the beginning of vs. 3 assured to the believer according to the end of vs. 3?
4. Read vv. 4-6 and answer the following questions

a. John identifies two distinct commandments but never refers to them as different.  Identify the commandments:

i. V. 4 – 

ii. V. 5 –
b. John uses a singular noun to reference both of these commandments – in what way do these commandments relate to one another so that John can name each as distinct and then tell the believers to ‘walk in *it*’?

5. In v. 7 John transitions to ‘deceivers’.  How does v.7 relate to what John covers in vv. 4-6?
6. In vv. 7, John identifies deceivers – where have they come from and what are they teaching?  What is a modern example of this type of falsehood?

7. What is at risk from falsehood according to v. 8-9?  How do the accomplishment of the Apostles (“what we have accomplished”) and the believers’ reward relate to one another?
8. In the ancient world, receiving a person into one’s house meant bestowing one’s approval on them.  What is John’s view of someone who approves of false teachers?

9. How might we apply this verse today?

10. In summary, what is John’s main theme of the letter?  John loved the church to which he was writing and the church at large.   As a local body of believers at FBC, how should we practically apply what John is teaching here?

11. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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