	CARE GROUP Bible Study Questions



3 John  ~ True Teachers and How to Care for Them 

For the Week of May 9, 2010
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. 3 John is a brief letter to a church leader named Gaius with whom John is greatly encouraged.  Read vv 1-2 and answer the following questions:
a. What is the basis for John’s love for Gaius according to vs. 1?  What might this look like at FBC?

b. John prays for him that things might go well for Gaius – what does he mean when he says he is he praying for his ‘prosperity’? What does that look like in the body of Christ?  Again, how can we learn to pray like John?

3. In vv 3-8 two issues are being discussed by John in tandem – one is the issue of the brethren who have gone to Gaius’s church and brought back a good report and the other is Gaius’s behavior.  

a. Read this section and answer the following questions regarding the brethren:
i. John, as an elder at Ephesus, appears to have sent out equipped men to travel to smaller nearby churches who were less equipped.  According to these verses, what were these brethren doing?

ii. Where do you see this biblical model carried out at FBC?  

iii. According to the end of vs. 8, what is the motivation for supporting these teachers?  Which role is more important, sender or teacher?  How can we grow in our passion to send men out?
b. Read and answer the following questions about Gaius. 

i. According to vs. 3, the brethren testified two things about Gaius – what were they, and how do these relate?

ii. According to vs. 4, what gives John the greatest joy?  

iii. According to vs. 5, how far should Gaius take hospitality and love for these brethren?

4. Read vs. 9-10 and answer the following questions:

a. What 4 specific things does John condemn Diotrephes for in v. 10?

b. What motivated Diotrephes according to v. 9? In what ways might this show itself in our church?  How can we battle this pervasive sin? 

c. How should we respond to someone who is caught in this sort of sin cycle?  Support your answer with Scripture.
5. In v. 11, what are the exhortation and warning that John gives?  What does he mean when he says that ‘the one who does evil has not seen God’?

6. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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