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Revelation 12-14 ~ The Background of the Bowls
For the Week of June 27th, 2010
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
“The introductory background of the seven bowls spans back to view the initial rebellion of Satan and moves forward to show the continuous impact of that rebellion throughout human history, including in particular how it will emerge in developments leading up to and including the triumphant return of Christ to earth.” (Robert Thomas, Revelation 8-22, pp. 115-16)
2. Revelation 12:1-6 introduces three main characters in the scope of redemptive history.  Identify the character and the actions associated with each.  Support your answer:
a. The “woman” (12:1-2)
b. The “dragon” (12:3-4)

c. The “male-child” (12:5-6)

3. In 12:7-12, the dragon is expelled from heaven.

a. When do you think is the timeframe of this angelic war? (12:7-9)

b. What are the results of this war? (12:10-12)

4. Who does the dragon focus his attention upon in 12:13-17?

a. When does this escape of the “woman” into the “wilderness” take place?  Why?

b. What supernatural events happen in protection of the “woman?” (12:15-17)

5. In 13:1-10, a first beast appears, while in 13:11-18, a second beast appears.  Read this entire section and answer the following questions:

a. Give a description of the beast in 13:1-2 and identify as many of the features as you can.

b. What person and event do you think 13:3-4 is referring to?

c. In 13:5-8, what activities does the beast engage in?

d. In 13:11-14, describe the 2nd beast and his role in relation to the 1st beast.

e. What event predicted in passages like Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, and 2 Thessalonians 2:4 happens in 13:15?  When does this event take place within the Tribulation period?

f. In 13:16-18, what does the mark of the beast indicate for those who receive it?  How does John describe ascertaining this number/name?

In Revelation 14, seven proclamations are made for three purposes:  to predict the doom of the beast and his empire, to announce the coming of the final bowl judgments, and to give words of encouragement and assurance to the saints living in the Tribulation at this time.

6. In 14:1-5, the Lamb appears with the 144,000 on Mt. Zion.

a. What is the purpose of this vision?

b. What characterizes the 144,000 according to 14:4-5?

7. In 14:6-13, three angels appear with three different messages.  Describe the meaning of the proclamations of each angel.

a. 1st Angel (14:6-7)

b. 2nd Angel (14:8)

c. 3rd Angel (14:9-11)

8. Revelation 14:14-20 looks forward to the bowl judgments and the final battle between Christ and the beast and the armies of the world.
a. In 14:14, who is the “one like a son of man?”  Support your answer.

b. In 14:15-16, what does the angel tell the son of man to do?  What does this represent?

c. In 14:17-20, another angel performs a similar action as that found in verses 15-16.  Is this a different event or the same event?  Why or why not? (cf. Isa. 63:1-6; Lam. 1:15; Joel 3:13)

d. What is the outcome of God’s winepress of wrath? (14:20; cf. 19:11-21)

9. What practical application can the believer take away from this section?

_1334672796.bin

