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Revelation 15-16 ~ The Bowls of God’s Wrath
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
“Chapter 15 introduces the 7 bowls of wrath, God’s final judgments at the end of the 7 year Tribulation period. The bowl judgments come in a rapid-fire, staccato fashion, each one stronger in fury and intensity. The bowls are the last plagues that issue from the blast of the seventh trumpet, and will conclude the seventh seal.” (John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible, Rev. 15:1)
2. In Revelation 15:1-7, we see a sort of “celestial interlude” introducing the 7 bowls of God’s wrath in chapter 16.  This picks up the chronology from 11:19 and resumes the final sequence of judgments.  Read this section and answer the following questions:
a. Summarize this scene in heaven.  What features/details does John seem to highlight?
b. What signifies these judgments to be the final judgments upon mankind?
c. Why do you think this interlude took place?  What is the purpose for it?
3. In chapter 16, the bowls of God’s judgment are finally poured out upon the earth in devastating fashion.  Next to each bowl judgment, give the meaning/interpretation of the judgment:
a. Bowl #1 (16:1-2)
b. Bowl #2 (16:3)
c. Bowl #3 (16:4-7)

d. Bowl #4 (16:8-9)

e. Bowl #5 (16:10-11)

f. Bowl #6 (16:12-16)

g. Bowl #7 (16:17-21)

4. From man’s perspective, these bowl judgments seem overwhelming in their devastating power and destruction.  Why does God do this?  What does this demonstrate about His holiness and character?

5. What practical application can the believer take away from this section?
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