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Revelation 2-3  ~ Letters to the 7 Churches 
For the Week of May 23, 2010
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
These two chapters contain individual letters from Jesus Christ to each of the 7 Churches discussed in chapter 1.  All of the letters follow a similar format which we will use to study each one.  You may find it helpful to get historical background on each city using a good Bible dictionary or commentary. 
2. Ephesus ~ The Church of Loveless Orthodoxy 
a. How is Jesus described in 2:1?  Why is this significant?
b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on vv. 2-4, 6?

c. What commands does he give the Church in v.5 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to v. 7?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

3. Smyrna ~ The Church of Martyrdom
a. How is Jesus described in 2:8?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on v. 9?

c. What commands does he give the Church in v.10 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to v. 11?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

4. Pergamum ~ The Church of Indiscriminate Tolerance
a. How is Jesus described in 2:12?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on vv. 13-15?

c. What command does he give the Church in v.16 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to v. 17?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

5. Thyatira ~ The Church of Compromise
a. How is Jesus described in 2:18?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on vv. 19-23?

c. What commands does he give the Church in vv.24-25 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to vv. 26-29?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

6. Sardis ~ The Church of Complacency
a. How is Jesus described in 3:1?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on v. 1?

c. What commands does he give the Church in vv.2-4 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to vv. 5-6?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

7. Philadelphia ~ The Church of Promised Deliverance
a. How is Jesus described in 3:7?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on vv. 8-10?

c. What commands does he give the Church in v.11 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to v. 12-13?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

8. Laodicea ~ The Church of Lukewarmness
a. How is Jesus described in 3:14?  Why is this significant?

b. What is Jesus’ evaluation of the Church (positive and/or negative) based on vv. 15-17?

c. What commands does he give the Church in v.18-20 and how would you summarize his message to this Church?

d. What promise(s) does he give to the faithful according to vv. 21-22?

e. What application can you draw from this letter?

9. Which of these 7 Churches are you most like?  What application can you glean from Christ’s message to that Church?
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