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Revelation 4-5 ~ The Scene in Heaven
For the Week of May 30, 2010
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
After writing about his past vision of the glorified and risen Christ (ch. 1) and of the present conditions in the 7 churches (chs. 2-3), John now turns in chapter 4-5 to the scene in heaven that anticipates the opening of a “scroll” by One who is worthy.  This begins the main prophetic portion of Revelation.
2. In 4:1-6a, John receives a vision of the throne room in heaven where God dwells.  Read this carefully and answer the following questions:
a. Summarize John’s description of God on His throne.

b. Who do you believe represent the 24 elders?  Support your answer biblically.

3. In 4:6b-8, John sees “four living creatures.”  What role do you think these mighty angelic beings serve around the throne of God?

4. What do these angelic beings worship the Lord for in 4:9-11?  Why do you think the 24 elders cast their crowns before the throne?

5. In 5:1-5, a scroll is held by God in His hand, but no one was “worthy” to open it, except one person.  Who is that one person and why is He worthy to open the scroll?

6. In 5:6-10, John saw “a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain.”
a. What do you think this pictures?  What is the significance of the Lamb appearing “as though it had been slain?”

b. What is the meaning of the Lamb’s “seven horns” and “seven eyes?”

c. Summarize the scene once the Lamb took the scroll.  What is the significance of the “new song” they sing?
7. In 5:11-14, we get a glimpse of heavenly and universal worship!

a. Who is the object and focal point of this worship?  Why is the Lamb “worthy?”

b. What is the Lamb worthy to receive?

c. If this scene depicts heavenly worship that is eternal, in what ways can your thoughts about Christ change so that your heart might worship the Lamb like this?

8. The opening vision of Revelation’s main prophetic section opens with heavenly worship (chs. 4-5) and ends with heavenly worship (chs. 21-22).  Why do you think worship bookends God’s future judgment of the earth?

9. What significance do you see in the focal point of heavenly worship being “the Lamb who was slain?”  How does the Gospel relate to heavenly and eternal worship for the believer?
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