Passage

Text Familiarity
Observations 
· What is the passage saying?

· What is it not saying?

· What jumps out as you read it?

Questions About the Text
· Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  How?  

Compare Versions

· Similarities

· Differences 

Historical and Literary Background
 Historical Background

Historical Events

· When was this passage written?

· What was going on in the world at this time?  Who was in power?

Persons

· Who was _____________?  Where else are they mentioned in the Bible?  What is significant about this biblical character?

Places

· Where was this written from/to?

· What other places are mentioned and what was their importance at that time?

Cultural Issues

· What ancient near eastern cultural issues affect this passage?

· Examples -- Men and women roles, slavery, family, etc.
Literary (book) Background

Author

· Who was the author?

· What was he doing at the time of writing?

· What other books did he write?  What are characteristics of these books?

Audience

· Who was this written to?

· What was the audience like?

· Why did they need to hear what was written to them?

· What was their relationship to the author? 

Context

· What comes before your passage?

· What comes after your passage?

· Is your passage part of a longer section/discussion/story/etc.

· What is significant about the context of your passage?

· What is the theme of the chapter?

· What is the theme of the book?

Literary Form (Genre) 

Literary Figures

· Parables, allegories, riddles, metaphors, etc.

Word Studies
Word
Greek Word

Definition:
New Testament Meaning:

Meaning in your passage:

Comparative uses:

( Passage
Grammar

Verbs

· What is (are) the main verb (Action verb)?

· What are the helping verbs?
	English Word
	Greek Word
	Parsing
	Root
	Translation

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Nouns

Structure

Significant structural items

· Comparison 

· Contrast 

· Repetition 

· Continuity 

· Continuation 

· Interchange 

· Generalization 
· Particularization 

 Block Diagram/Line Diagram 

 Theme 

· Theme of the passage in one sentence
 Outline 
· Level 1

· Level 2

· Level 3

Cross References
Verbal Cross References
( Verse
· Significance of this cross reference

Topical/thematic/conceptual Cross References

( Verse
· Significance of this cross reference

Parallel Passages

( Verse
· Significance of this cross reference

Commentaries
Title and Author
· Notes
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