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Hebrews 12 ~ The Loving Discipline of the Father
For the Week of December 13th, 2009
	
[image: image1.png]\:A\THEBIBLE

CHURCH






1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. Hebrews 12 explains to the Jewish believers why they were suffering.  In 12:1-3, the Author of Hebrews (AH) begins by demonstrating that suffering is a part of the Christian life and Jesus Christ is our highest example of one who endured ill-treatment.
a. How do the sufferings of Christ serve as a motivation to persevere in the midst of our suffering?

b. What does it mean to “fix our eyes on Jesus” and to “consider Him?”  In what ways can a believer do this?

c. What’s the difference between “sin” and “encumbrance” in verse 1?  As you think about encumbrances, what are yours?

3. In 12:4-11, the AH goes on to explain why they were suffering.  Unlike Jesus, who never needed to be disciplined by His Father, these Jewish Christian were being lovingly corrected by God.

a. What should the discipline of the Lord remind us of?

b. What is the ultimate aim of God in His discipline of His true sons and daughters?

c. Is there a difference between discipline and suffering?  If so, what is it?  Support your answer biblically.

d. What is your typical response to God’s discipline?  If someone is continually running from the discipline of the Lord, what does this reveal about that person’s heart?

4. Moving on to 12:12-17, the AH addresses the believer’s response to this suffering and discipline.
a. In vv. 12-14, what does the AH call the community of believers to do for each other when they are suffering collectively?

b. According to vv. 15-17, what are the signs that we should look for in those who are “falling away?”

c. What do these exhortations teach you about the importance of fellowship and relational accountability in your local church?

5. In 12:18-29, the AH closes with the 5th and final warning to the Hebrews.
a. Compare and contrast the analogy of Mt. Sinai and Mt. Zion.  What do they represent?

b. What is the severe warning the AH gives to those who are neglecting Christ and the New Covenant promises?

6. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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